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PREF ACH. 


Otp English Grammar has hitherto been taught in three 
ways, which may be called respectively the Germanic, the 
Gothic, and the independent methods. Sievers assumes that 
the student possesses a certain knowledge of Germanic, and 
makes it the basis of his classifications; Cosijn believes that 
the ready way to the Old English tongue is to learn Gothic 
first—a theory not difficult to reduce ad absurdum. Sweet 
considers such methods as these “positively injurious”; he 
prefers to give the learner a thousand and one isolated facts, 
and carefully to withhold every clue by which they may be 
grouped, classified and remembered. The method followed in 
this work is more or less novel, being a compromise between 
Sievers and Sweet, an attempt to hit the happy mean; for, 
while the basis of arrangement has been the practical con- 
venience of the learner in studying the actually existing 
phenomena of the language, no pains have been spared in 
order that he may have nothing to unlearn in the further 
pursuit of the subject. Some empirical rules are given, but 
they are of a quiet, harmless sort; Germanic has been taken 
as a guide throughout, although it is not needlessly obtruded. 
A few difficulties have necessarily been deferred to a later 
stage. It would have given a specious air of completeness to 
the book to have added a section dealing with Old English 
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syntax ; but I am strongly of opinion that for the present such 
aid is best given in notes on selected texts. For the rest, it 
is unnecessary to enlarge on the methods of exposition here 
devised or adopted, or to make the reviewer’s task easy by 
calling attention to the principal innovations. The ultimate 
appeal as to the arrangement, the methods, the necessity, and 
the utility of the work will be to the experience of readers 
and students ; and their counsel and co-operation are cordially 
asked, for its correction and improvement. 

My obligations to Sweet are a part of our national debt 
to him as a pioneer in English philology. My indebtedness 
to Sievers is obvious and well-nigh inestimable. I have made 
abundant use of Cosijn’s Altwestsdchsische Grammatik, an in- 
comparable storehouse of examples. My warmest thanks are 
hereby tendered to Prof. Napier, whose timely advice and 
assistance have often encouraged me in the studies of which 
this book is the outcome; to a lady, whose name I am not 
permitted to mention, for reading the proof-sheets with equal 
acumen and care; to Mr B. J. Hayes, M.A., of St John’s 
College, for giving me the benefit of his great experience in 
all that is meant by “seeing through the press”; and to the 
officials of the University Press, who have spared neither 
trouble nor expense in meeting my wishes, for example in 
banishing (I hope for ever) the italic digraph @, indistinguish- 
able from @, and having the elegant character # specially cast 
for this book. 

A. J. W. 


CamBriper, 
March, 1897. 


At the request of many students an Index has now been added. 
It is the work of my pupil, Mr W. G. Essame of Emmanuel 
College, to whom I am greatly indebted. 


ea a 
January, 1917. 
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ABBREVIATIONS, Ero. 


QE. Old English. 
EWS. Early West Saxon. 
LWS. Late West Saxon. 


> becomes, became, becoming, passes into, eto 


< (is) derived from, ete. 
ce alternating with. 
* indicates a prehistoric form, 


PARADIGMS. 


Some such plan of work as the following is recommended to the 
beginner. (1) Study the paradigms given below. (2) By their aid work 
your way through the earlier extracts, or the whole, of any recent 
Old English Reader. (8) Continue your reading side by side with the 
systematic study of the large print of, first the Accidence, then the Pho- 
nology. (4) Work carefully through the whole book again, small and 
large print, making all the cross references. 


STRONG NOUNS. 


Masc. Neut. Fem. 
Singular. 

Nom. stan, stone scip, ship word, word giefu}, gift lar},lore 

Acc. stan scip word giefe lare 

Gen. _stanes scipes wordes giefe lare 

Dat. stane scipe worde giefe lare 
Plural. 

NV. Ace, stanas scipu’ word! giefa, -e lara, -e 

Gen. — stana, scipa worda giefa lara 

Dat. stanum scipum wordum giefum larum 
1 See § 9, 


2 PARADIGMS, 
WEAK NOUNS. 
Mase. Neut. 
Singular. 
Nom. guma, man eage, eye 
Ace. guman éage 
Gen. guman eagan 
Dat. guman eagan 
Plural. 
NV. Acc. guman éagan 
Gen. gumena éagena 
Dat. gumum éagum 
ADJECTIVES. 
I. Srrone Form. 
Mase, Neut. 
Singular. 
Nom. til, good gid, good til god 
Acc, _ tilne godne til god 
Gen. tiles gides 
Dat. tilum  gddum 
Instr. tile giode 
Plural. 
N. Ace. tile gode tilu’ god? 
Gen, tilra gddra 
Dat. Z tilum gddum 
} See § 9. 


Fem, 


heorte, heart 
heortan 
heortan 
heortan 


heortan 


‘heortena 


heortum 


Fem. 


tilu’ gdd? 
tile  gidde 
tilre gddre 
tilre gddre 


tila,-e godda,-e 


Nom. 


Ace. 


Gen. 
Dat. 


Nom. 


Acc. 
Gen. 
Dat. 


Nom. 


Acc. 
Gen. 
Dat. 


Nom. 


Ace. 
Gen. 
Dat. 


ADJECTIVES (continued). 


PARADIGMS, 


TI. Weak Form (after demonstratives). 


Masc. 


goda 
godan 


6in 


“He” 


hé 
hine 


Neut. Fem. 

Singular, 

gode gode 

gode godan 

godan 

godan 

PRONOUNS. 
66 I ” 
Dual. 
wit 
une 
uncer 
unc 
“Thou.” 
git 
inc 
incer 
ine 
“It” «She ” 
Singular. 
hit héo 
hit hie 
his hiere 
5) him 


Plural. 
godan 


godra 
godum 


Plural. 


Nom. 
Ace. 
Gen. 
Dat. 


Instr. 


Nom. 
Acc. 
Gen. 
Dat. 


Insir. 


Nom. 
Acc. 
Gen. 
Dat. 


Instr. 


PARADIGMS, 


PRONOUNS (continued). 


«The,” “that.” 


Masc. Neut. Fem. 
Singular. 
sé Set séo 
Sone Seet 0a 
Sees Ozere 
Szm Sere 
oy 
«This ” 
Singular. 
des dis déos 
disne dis das 
Disses disse 
Sissum disse 
oys 
*“WhoPp” 
Mase. 
Singular. 
hwa 
hwone 
hwees 
hwem 


Plural. 


bs aici 


dissa 
dissum 


“What?” 


Neut, 


hweet 
hweet 


VERBS. 
I. Srronea. 
Present Past 
Indicate. 
Sing. 1. helpe, help healp 
2. hilpst hulpe 
3. hilpd healp 
~Plur. helpad hulpon 
Subjunctive. 
Sing. helpe hulpe 
Plur. helpen hulpen 
Imperative. 
help (sg.), helpad ( pl.) 
Infinitive. 
helpan, dat. td helpanne 
Participles. 
helpende geholpen 
Principal Parts of Strong Verbs. 

Class Infin. 3rd Sing. Past Sing. Past Pl. Past Part. 
I. scinan, shine scind scan scinon scinen 
II. créopan, creep criepd © créap crupon cropen 

IIIa. helpan, help hilps healp hulpon holpen 

IIIb. drincan, drink drincd drone druncon druncen 
IV. beran, bear bird beer bron boren 
V. tredan, tread _ tritt treed tredon treden 
VI. faran, fare feerd for foron faren 


PARADIGMS, 


6 PARADIGMS. 


VERBS (continued). 


II. Weak. 
(1) -an Verb. (2) -tan Verb. 
Present Indicative. 
Sing. 1. déme, judge lacie, look 
2. dém(e)st locast 
3. dém(e)35 loca’ 
Plur. démad lociad 


PRESENT Subjunctive. 
Sing. déme locie 
Plur. démen locien 


Past Indicative. 


Sing. 1. démde ldcode 
2. démdest locodest 
3h. démde locode 

Plur. démdon ldcodon 


Past Subjunctive. 


Sing. démde ldcode 
Plur. démden ldcoden 
Imperatre. 
Sing. dém loca 
Plur. démad lociad 
Infinitive. 
déman ldcian 
Participles. 
Pres. démende lociende 


Past. gedémed gelocod 


Sing. 
Plur. 


PARADIGMS, 
VERBS (continued). 


£TE, \'Porbe:” 


Present 
Indicative, 

eom béo 

eart bist 

is bid 

sind(on) béod 
Subjunctive. 

sie béo 

sien béon 
Imperative. 


wes, wesad béo, béod 
Infinitive. 
wesan béon 


Participles. 


wesende  béonde 


Past 


wees 
were 
wes 


weron 


were 
wren 


wanting 


“a 


de 


pe Oy Se 


i ‘ 
vn ave 7 
e 


ELEMENTARY 
OLD ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 


PART [. INFLECTION. 


Introductory. 
1. The position of Old English in the family of languages to 
which it belongs can best be shown by means of a genealogical 
table : 


Indo-Germanic 


Germanic 
Gothic Scandinavian West Germanic 
Icelandic Norwegian Swedish ~ Danish 
SSS SS 
Old English Old Frisian Old Saxon Old Dutch Old High 
German 
ames fT 5G a 
Old 
English } West Saxon Kentish Mercian Northumbrian 
Dialects 
Middle 
English Southern (Kentish) Midland Northern 
Dialects 
(Dorsetshire, Modern Lowland 
English Scotch, etc. 


etc.) 


The dialects of Old English are thus seen to be four, of 
which the most important is West Saxon, because almost the 
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whole of the extant remains of Old English literature has come 
down to us in that dialect. It is not the direct parent, but 
rather, as it were, the uncle, of Modern English, in tracing the 
ancestry of which through West Saxon we therefore deflect 
from the straight line of descent. But this disadvantage is 
compensated by the ampleness of West Saxon materials in 
comparison with the meagreness of the remains of Old Mercian. 
Northumbria and Mercia were. peopled principally by Angles: 
hence ‘Anglian’ is often used as a common name for the 
Northumbrian and Mercian dialects, which were in many 
respects similar. 


Old English literature belongs chiefly to two periods: the Northumbrian 
period, in the 7th and 8th centuries, to which belong nearly all the great 
monuments of Old English poetry; and the West Saxon period, from the 
9th to the 11th century, the classical period of Old English prose. But, 
although the best of our early poetry was composed in Northumbrian, it 
must be remembered that it has been handed down to us in West Saxon 
transcriptions, containing however not infrequent traces of its origin in the 
retention of Anglian forms of words. 


2. Old English was the language spoken by the Teutonic 
inhabitants of England before the Conquest (and for a short time 
after). In the title of this book the name “ Old English” has 
been used, for convenience’ sake, as synonymous with “ (Early) 
West Saxon dialect.” West Saxon before about the year 
900 a.p., or the close of Alfred’s reign, is known as Early West 
Saxon; after about 950 a.p. it is called Late West Saxon. 
Late West Saxon shows numerous signs of inflectional decay, 
especially in the assimilation of inflections, before the Norman 
Conquest. Early West Saxon is therefore the purest form 
of Old English of which sufficient remains for grammatical 
study are extant. From an elementary text-book such as this 
the other dialects are almost entirely excluded, as beyond its 
aim and scope. Strictly speaking, then, Old English is the 
collective name for the Teutonic dialects spoken in England 
before the Conquest; but it is often conveniently used as the 
name for the earlier and purer form of the classical West Saxon. 


§3 ALPHABET. 11 


The chief distinguishing marks of the various Old English dialects are 
these : 


(1) West Saxon represents Germanic # (West Germanic @) by &, the other 
dialects by @; it accurately discriminates ea and co; it lost the sound of @ 
early; it replaces the -u, -o, of the first person singular present indicative 
by -e. The distinguishing mark of Early West Saxon is that the i-muta- 
tion of ea and ¢o is ie, and that of éa and @o is ite, passing into Late West 
Saxon i or y, and 2 or #, respectively. Some special forms and inflections 
peculiar to Late West Saxon will be found in the paragraphs of this grammar, 


(2) Northumbrian (from which Mercian does not greatly differ) drops 
final n; frequently terminates the 3rd person singular and the whole of the 
-plural present indicative in s, instead of 8; confuses ea and eo (short and 
long); has a liking for the e sound (short and long); and has its inflections 
unsettled earlier than the other dialects. 


(3) Kentish prefers ia, io to ea, eo; vocalises g into i (e.g. dxi for deg); 
and substitutes e for y, 


Alphabet and Pronunciation. 


3. The Old English alphabet consisted of the following 
characters: a, 2, b, c, d,e, f, g, h, i, (k,) 1, m, n, 0, p, x, 8, t, 
p, 3, u, p(=w), X, y. kis occasionally found for ec. This alpha- 
bet is both defective and redundant. 


(1) Itis redundant in the letter x, which stands for cs (ks) 
or As. 


(2) It is defective in having no special symbol for: (a) the 
sound of the semi-vowel j, which is represented sometimes by 2, 
much oftener by g; (0) the sound of short open e? (printed ¢ in 
this book), and the sound of short open o} (printed g in this book) ; 
(c) the voiced (sonant, flat, soft) sounds corresponding to /, s, p, 
i.e. the sounds usually represented in modern English by », z, th 
in thine (=dh). Moreover, ¢c, g, sc and h represent both guttural 
(back) and palatal (front) sounds. 


1 Modern English has only the open sounds of short e and short o. 
See § 4. 


12 INFLECTION. § 4 
N.B. I-mutation! and Breaking. 


(1) The vowels produced by 7t-mutation are i, @ (2), &, ie, 
Ie, 2, y, ¥, of which those printed black are in every instance in 
EWS. (with unimportant exceptions) produced by 7-mutation. 


(2) Breaking includes the change of z to ea and ¢ to eo before 
r + consonant, J + consonant, h + consonant, or h final. 


Full details are given in Part II, 


4. Pronunciation.—N.B. Lvery letier in Old English must 
be fully sounded, whatever its position. 


The vowels a, e, 7,0, w in Old English had what may be 
called their ‘‘ continental,” or Italian, sound. 


a = theain answer, only shorter. 
a = a father 

ee = a man 

Feo) = a care 

e (close) = é Fr. épais. 

@ (open) = e men 

e = ey they 

i = i pin 

ie = i machine 

O (close) = oO Ger. Gott 

Q (open) = Co) not 

fe) = 0 note 

u = u put 

u = u rule 

y a u Ger. hiibsch, Yr. ultérieur 
¥ = u Ger, griin, Yr, voiture. 


If the values of e, 0, y, 7, assigned above cause much difficulty 
the values of ¢, g, 7, 7, may be substituted for them for a time. 


1 “Mutation” and “mutated” are frequently used in the following 
pages with reference to i-mutation only. 


§ 4 PRONUNCIATION. 13 


The diphthongs of Old English are ea, eo (io), ie, short and 
long. The stress falls on the first element, which in ea is the 
open sound, and in ¢o the close sound, of e. 


The pronunciation of the consonants 8, d, k, l, m, n, p, 7, t, 
 w, x, does not differ materially from that of modern English. 


Cc = mod. k 
g = g in get. 
These two letters (and h), as has been said, had both a guttural and a 
palatal sound, and g (and probably c) was also both a spirant and a stop. 
But, as it is not possible for the beginner to decide for himself which sound 


“they had in a particular word, it seems best, at this stage, to adopt one value 
for each letter1. 


N.B. cg=gg (<gj): ex. lecgan, to lay. 


h, (1) initial, is a mere aspirate, as in English hard: exs. 
hé, he; hizid, loud; (2) medial and final, is a voiceless spirant, like 
the ch in Scotch loch (guttural), or the ch in Ger. ich (palatal) : 
exs. héah, high ; mht, night. 


f, s, p, 8 are (1) voiceless (surd, sharp, hard) whenever possible, 
i.e, always when initial, always when final, and when medial in 
voiceless company (i.e. in company with another voiceless conso- 
nant): exs. fod, food; hors, horse; sidan, since; (2) voiced 
when medial between voiced sounds (vowels, liquids, nasals, 
voiced consonants): exs. ofer, over; hdlsian, to greet; widinnan, 
within. 
It would be convenient to appropriate } for the voiceless sound, th in 
thin, and %6 for the voiced sound, dh in thine, as in Icelandic; but Old 


1 The author ig confirmed in this opinion by the fact that there is still 
disagreement among scholars as to the exact sounds of OE. ¢ and g, ‘‘It is 
merely a question of probabilities, and cannot be definitely settled one way 
or the other,” writes our first living phonologist. Then it may be held over 
for a more advanced text-book. Moreover, the voiced spirant (open) g is a 
difficult sound for English people. To say that it is the sound of g in Ger. 
sagen, is to ignore that the g in sagen, on the stage and in North Germany 
generally, is a voiced stop. 
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English MSS. afford no justification for this usage. In printing texts it is 
usual to follow the MSS. exactly. Throughout this book the sign 6 is alone 
used ; it came into use much earlier than }, and is found almost exclusively 
in the best of the older MSS. 


5. Stress.—The chief stress, or syllabic accent, usually falls 
on the first syllable of Old English words: ex. hléford, lord. 


Exceptions. (1) In derivative verbs, the principal stress 
falls almost invariably on the root, not on the prefix: ex. 
Grtsan, to arise. 


(2) In nouns and adjectives compounded with ge-, be- and 
sometimes for-, the chief stress falls on the radical syllable, not on 
the prefix ; but in the case of other prefixes, the stress falls on 
the prefix : exs. geféra, companion ; behdt, promise ; but gndléan, 
requital. 


NOUNS. 


6. Gender.—The modern English system of gender is un- 
known to Old English, in which the names of things are masculine, 
feminine or neuter. There are two ways which enable us to 
determine the gender of many nouns. 


(1) By meaning. Names of males are masculine ; names of 
females are feminine ; names of young creatures (because their 
sex is less easily distinguishable) are neuter; exs. se cyning, the 
king ; séo cwén, the queen ; det cild, bearn, the child. Excep- 
tions: dzt wif, the woman ; Sx mexgden, the girl. 


(2) By termination. (a) Nouns ending in -a, -a¥, -els, -end, 
-ere, -dim, -had, -scipe, -stafas, names of persons in -ing and -ling, 
and compounds ending with a masculine word, are masculine. 
(b) Nouns ending in -estre, -nes, -r&den, -8 (except -ad), -wng (-ing), 
and compounds ending with a feminine word, are feminine. 
(c) Nouns ending-in -ern, -rice, -laéc, and compounds ending with 
a neuter word, are neuter. 


§§ 7—9 NOUNS. 15 


7. Cases.—Old English has the following cases: Nominative, 
Accusative, Genitive, Dative, Instrumental. The Nominative 
serves also as a Vocative. The Instrumental in nowns never 
differs in form from the Dative, and it is therefore omitted in 
the noun paradigms, 


8. Strong and Weak.—Every noun in Old English belongs 
to either the strong or the weak declension; a few have both 
strong and weak forms: as, mgnn, mgnna, man. (On the other 
hand, almost all adjectives may be declined both strong and 
weak; see § 41.) 

“A glance at the paradigms will show that it is easy to 
distinguish weak nouns and adjectives from strong, except in 
the nom. sing. and dat. plural. All weak nouns end in a vowel 
in the nom. sing.: 


(1) All nouns ending in -a are weak masculines. 


(2) Weak fems, and neuters end in -e, all but a few short- 
stemmed fems. in -w. But by no means all nouns ending in -e or 
-u are weak, Fems. in -e are weak, 


9. Loss of final e and u.—tThe simple practical rule is this 
(great attention should be paid to it, for it covers a large number 
of instances): /inal e (earlier 7) and u are generally retained 
after a short syllable, dropped after w long syllable’, The applica- 
tions of this rule are numerous and important. 


(1) Original short z-stems retain final -e, while long stems 
drop it: cp. wine, friend, spere, spear, with giest, stranger, bén, 
boon, 

(2) The nom. sing. of fem. nouns and the nom. plur. 
of neuter nouns of the ordinary declension retain final 
-u after a short syllable, drop it after a long syllable. Cp. 
giefu, gift, with spr&c, speech ; and scipu, ships, with his, houses. 
Cp. also the modern plurals deer, sheep, swine. 


1A syllable is long if it has a long vowel or if it ends in two 
consonants. 
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(3) Exactly the same rule applies to the fem. sing. 
and neuter plural. of adjs.: cp. fem. sing. and neut. pl. tlw, 
useful, with géd, good. 


(4) The same rule applies to disyllabie nouns and 
adjs.: -w is generally retained after a short second (or 
even third) syllable. Exs.: rice, realm, pl. ricw; héafod, head, 
pl. héaf(o)du ; gréne, green, fem. sing. and neut. pl. grénw; xdele, 
noble, xdelu. 

Exceptions. (a) After two short syllables there is a good deal of 
irregularity. Thus jiren (fem.), crime, has no final w; the fem. sing. and 


neut, pl. of micel, great, and mgnig, many, are micel, mgnig, but also mic(e)lu, 
mgnigu; the pls. of megen and weter are magenu, wet(e)ru. 


(b) Late West Saxon texts not only break the rules of this and the next 
section, but show almost every possible grammatical irregularity. For this 
reason only the more frequent and important variations of Late West Saxon 
from Early West Saxon will be noticed in this book. 


10. Loss of middle vowels.—Some disyllabic nouns and 
adjectives with a short second syllable, such as ée/, native land, 
déofol, devil, dd3er, second, syncopate the middle vowel in inflection 
according to the following 


Rule: When a termination beginning with a vowel is 
added to a disyllable, whose first syllable is long and 
second syllable short, the vowel of the second syllable is 
usually dropped. Thus: 


@el, native land, long + short, gen. @les, not édeles. 
litel, little, long +short, gen. lytles, not lteles. 
heofon, heaven, short + short, gen. heofones, not heofnes. 
herfest, autumn, long + long, gen. herfestes, not herfstes. 


N.B. It is obvious that the above rule cannot apply when 
the flectional syllable begins with a consonant, Thus we have 
acc. Mase. sing. mserne, gen. pl. lytelra. 


Exceptions. (a) Micdt great, yfel, evil (both short + short), synco- 
pate the middle vowel in pitta thus, gen. micles, yfles, dat. miclum, 
pl. yf(e)lu (see below). 


\ 
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(b) When the above rule and that given in §9.4 both apply to the 
same word, the above rule may or may not be observed: thus we find nom. 
pls. héaf(o)du, déoflu, earfoSu, bismru, id(e)lu (neut.). 


ll. Intrusive vowels.—Old English words ending in 
consonant + vocalic liquid or nasal often introduced a vowel before 
the liquid or nasal, making the latter into a distinct syllable, 
as in fugol, bird (Gothic fugls). This intrusive vowel was usually 
e when the preceding vowel was palatal, most often o when the 
preceding vowel was guttural’: exs. excer, field; béacen, beacon ; 
dtor, poison. These words for the most part conform to the 
‘Tule laid down in § 10: thus we have gen. wintres from winter 
(long + short), but fegeres from fzger (short + short). 


Exception: fugol, bird, gen. fugles, pl. fuglas. 


In the following words the second vowel is intrusive ; 


eppel, apple tac(e)n, token fodor, fodder 
tempel, temple wep(e)n, weapon hlitor, pure 
madum, treaswre ceaster, city hungor, hunger 
béacen, beacon clistor, prison wundor, marvel 
fac(e)n, treachery finger, finger ete. 


12. Variation of middle vowels.—The o or wu, of the 
second syllable of a word tends to become e whenever a third 
(flexional) syllable containing a guttwral vowel is added. This 
law is well illustrated by the declension of such a noun as heofon: 


Sing. Nom. heofon Gen. heofones Dat. heofone 
Plur. heofenas heofena heofenum. 
Similarly we find stadol, pillar, gen. stadoles; but pl. stadelas, 
and the verb stadelian, to establish. Cp. also the past sing. écode 
with the past. pl. lécedon. 


The explanation of this change is to be sought partly in the weakening 
of the stress on the second syllable, partly in a tendency to alternate palatal 
and guttural vowels. 


1 a, 0, w are guttural (back) vowels, all. others are palatal (front), 


Ww. 2 
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13. Loss of consonants. 
(1) Loss of medial h. When a final 4 becomes medial in 
inflection it is dropped. 

(a) If between liquid and vowel, there is compensatory 
lengthening of the preceding vowel: exs. mearh, horse, gen. 
méares, pl. méaras: seolh, seal, gen. séoles, &c.; cp. feolan, 
penetrate, < *feolhan. 

(6) If between vowel and vowel, contraction (see § 154) 
results: ex. scdh, shoe, pl. scds; eoh, horse, gen. os. 


(2) Simplification of final double consonant. The simpli- 
fication of a double final consonant is usual in Old English, 
whether the geminate was original or arose from earlier con- 
sonant+j', Yet the etymological spelling is also not infrequent. 

Thus we have: 


(a) in the ordinary masc. declension (§ 16), 


Nom. Gen. Pl. 
weal(1), wall wealles weallas, ete. 
dyn(n), din dynnes dynnas 

(6) in the ordinary neuter declension (§ 20), 
ful(1), cup fulles ful(1) 
cyn(n), race cynnes cyn(n) 

(c) in the ordinary fem. declension (§ 26), 
heal(1), hall healle healla,-e 
ben(n), wound benne benna,-e 

and similarly 

hen(n), hen sib(b), kinship 

nyt(t), profit syn(n), sin. 


(d) The same thing is seen in adjs. (§ 43), in the imperative 
sing. of verbs (e.g. gecter from gecierran), and elsewhere. 


Exception. Final cy (=gg) is never simplified: secg, man; hrycg, back. 
1 Double consonant<consonant+j can usually be known by the pre- 


ceding mutated vowel. In West Germanic, every consonant (except r) doubled 
before j after a short vowel (see § 168). 
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14. Endings.—The following table gives the commonest 
endings in the declensions of strong masc., fem., and neuter 
nouns respectively : 


Mase, Neut. Fem, 
Singular. 
Nom. (u) 
Ace. e 
Gen. es e 
Dat. (2) 6 
Pe Plural. 
N. Acc as (u) @ (e) 
SO 
Gen. a 
Dat. um 


Norrs. (1) The gen. pl. of strong nouns invariably ends in -a (rarely 
-ena); of weak nouns in -ena; of all adjs. in -ra, 


(2) The dat. pl. of all nouns and adjs, ends in -um (other forms of 
which are -un, -on, -an). 


15. Declensions.—The declensions of OE. nouns are ar- 
ranged as follows for the sake of simplicity and convenience : 


I. Strong Nouns: 


Ordinary Declension: 1. Masculines. 
2. Neuters. 
3, Feminines. 
(i) W-stems. 
All genders \e J-stems. 
(iii) I-stems. 
Minor Declensions: 4. U-stems. 
5. R-stems. 
6, WV D-stems. 
7, Other stems. 


Il, Weak Nouns, 
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DECLENSIONS, 


IL STRONG NOUNS. 


ORDINARY DECLENSION'.—1. MASCULINES. 


16. Primary paradigms: stan, stone; hierde, (shep)herd. 


Singular. 
NV. Ace. stan hierde 
Gen. stanes hierdes 
Dat. stane hierde 
Plural. 

NV. Acc. stanas hierdas 
Gen. stana hierda 
Dat. stanum hierdum 


Nores. (1) Stan is an original o-stem (i.e. corresponds to the Latin 
and Greek o-declensions), hierde an original jo- stem (see § 33). There is 
no difference in inflections (final -e is invariably elided before a termination 
beginning with a vowel); but traces of the original j of hierde are seen in 

the final -e and in the mutated vowel of the root. 


(2) Locatives, without inflection, are seen in 


td-dag, to-day flee deg, each day 
t6-morgen, to-morrow st him, at home 
0, frgm his agnum him, to, from his own home 


1 The arrangement of declensions here adopted is a compromise between 
a complete ignoring of the original stems, which are often obscured beyond 
recognition in Old English—a method which has the disadvantage of not 
leading on and up to the study of cognate and earlier languages; and, on 
the other hand, an undue multiplication of declensions (according to stems), 
which in Old English sometimes differ only in a single case or form. 
W-stems, j-stems and i-stems, which differ in inflection from the ordinary 
declension, are given in §§ 32—34; all the rest are included here, 
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(8) S# (Gothic sazws), sea, is both masc. and fem. : 


Singular. Plural. 
N. Acc. s® SES, S26 
Gen. SS, Se, Swe saowa 
Dat. sa, stewe sa(u)m, swum 


17. Secondary Paradigm. Dzg, day, returns to the 
original root-vowel in the plural (as explained in Part 11, § 100). 


Sing. Plural. 
“NV. Ace, deg dagas 
Gen. deeges daga 
Dat. deege dagum 


Nores. (1) In the same way are declined 
hweel, whale ped, path 
stef, staff 


(2) Mg, kinsman, with a long vowel, is similarly declined (see 
§ 105), but the vowel of the singular sometimes invades the plural ; 


Sing. Plural. 
NV. Ace. mxg magas, megas 
Gen. méges maga 
Dat. mege magum, megum 


18. Secondary Paradigm. Bridel, bridle, will serve as a 


model of the syncopated declension, the rule for which is given in 
§ 10: 


Sing. Plural. 
NV. Ace. bridel .bridlas 
Gen. bridles bridla 
Dat. bridle -  bridlum 


_ In the same way are declined all disyllabic masculines with 
the first syllable long and the second short. 
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19. Secondary Paradigm. Jearh, horse (see § 13): 


Sing. Plural. 
NV. Ace. mearh méaras 
Gen. méares méara 
Dat. méare méarum 


Decline in the same way fearh, swine; seolh, seal; Wealh, 
Welshman, foreigner. 


ORDINARY DECLENSION.—2. NEUTERS. 


20. Primary paradigms: 


(2) Long monosyllable: word, word. 


(0) Short 55 : hof, dwelling. 
(c) Disyllables~ : wite, punishment ; sie, sieve. 
Singular. 
WN. Acc. word hof wite sife 
Gen. wordes hofes wites sifes 
Dat. worde hofe wite sife 
Plural. 
N. Acc. word (§9.2) hofu(§9.2) witu(§9.4) sifu (§ 9. 4) 
Gen. worda hofa wita sifa 
Dat. wordum hofum witum sifum 


Norrs. (1) In deciding which paradigm a neuter noun 


follows, prefixes must be ignored ; thus, beha&t, promise, is declined 
like word, 


(2) Word and hof are original neuter o-stems, wite an original jo-stem 
(see § 33), and sife an original i-stem (see § 34). There is no difference 
in inflection ; but the -e of the nom. sing, is a trace of the original stem of 
the last two words. 


(3) For the -w of the nom. acc, plural, -o, -a@ are not infrequent: witu, 
wito, wita, 


§§ 21, 22 STRONG NOUNS. 23 


(4) The declension of geat, gate, is 


Singular. Plural. 
NV. Ace. geat (§ 143) gatu (§ 100) 
Gen. geates gata 
Dat. geate gatum 


But we also find plural geatu, geata, geatum, where the vowel of the singular 
has been extended to the plural. 


21. Secondary paradigm : fet, vessel. 


a Sing. Plural. 
WV; Ace; feet (cp. § 17) fatu (§ 100) 
Gen. fetes fata 
Dat. feete fatum 


Decline in the same way 


bed, bath swed, track 
del, dale treef, tent 


22. Secondary paradigm (syncopated): héafod, head. 


Sing. Plural. 
NV. Ace. héafod héaf(o)du (§§ 9, 10) 
Gen. héafdes (§ 10) héafda 
Dat. héafde héafdum 


Nores. (1) Decline in the same way disyllabic neuters 
with long first and short second syllable ; cp. § 18. 


(2) Exceptions. Neuters in -en, like cliewen, ball, nieten, 
animal, mden, maiden, where the e is not intrusive (as it is in 
béacen, facen, tacen, w&pen, § 11), are not syncopated : gen. nietenes, 
médenes ; dat. cliewene; pl. nietenu, etc. 


(3) Several neuters with intrusive vowels have two noms. plural, with 
and without -u: tungol, star, pl. tunglu and tungol; wundor, marvel, pl. 
wundru, wundra, and wundor; wep(e)n, pl. w&p(e)nu, wipeno, and wHp(e)n; 
tdc(e)n, pl. tacnu and tacen. 
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23. Secondary paradigms: feorh, life; feoh, money. 


Singular, 

NV. Acc. ~ feorh feoh 

Gen. féores (§ 13) feos (§ 13) 

Dat. féore féo 
Plural. 

NV. Ace. feorh 

Gen. féora, 

Dat. féorum 


Like feorh, decline holh, hole, gen. héles; like feoh, decline 
pleoh, danger. Op. § 19, 


24. Secondary paradigm: lim, limb. 


Sing. Plural. 
N. Ace. lim limu, liomu (§ 132) 
Gen. limes lima, lioma 
Dat. lime limum, liomum 


Nores. (1) In the same way, are declined neuters with 
a or ¢ before a single consonant, such as 


clif, cliff gebed, prayer (pl. gebedu, gebeodu) 
scip, ship geset, seat 


(2) Plurals with ¢ or e, imu etc., are most common ; those 
with to, eo, due to uw-mutation, decrease in frequency in later 
texts. 


25. There are traces in some OE. neuters of stems cor- 
responding to Greek neuters in -os, Lat. -us, -eris (yévos, genus). 
The s appears in OE. as r. These words are divided into two 
classes: (1) those which retain the r throughout; (2) those 
which retain it in the plural only. 
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(1) Here belong dodgor, day; Ingser, cattle; salor, hall; sigor, victory ; 
wildor, wild beast. For the most part they follow the ordinary declension, 
but occasionally an uninflected dat. sing. is met with, dagor, sigor. Plurals 
are dogor, hr#Seru, wildru, etc. Forms without r are also found; s#l as well 
as salor, sige and sigor (this word has become masculine). 


(2) The words 2g, egg, cealf, calf, and lgmb, lamb, are declined alike; 
cild, child, differs somewhat. 


Singular. 
NV. Ace, cealf cild 
Gen. cealfes cildes 
~ Dat. cealfe cilde 
Plural. 
NV. Ace. cealfru cild, cild(e)ru 
Gen. cealfra cilda, cildra 
Dat. cealfrum cildum 


ORDINARY DECLENSION.—3. FEMININES. 


26. Primary paradigms: 
(a) Short stem: gi(e)fu, gift. 
(6) Long ,, : stow, place. 


Singular. 
Nom. gi(e)fu, -o stow 
Ace. gi(e)fe stowe 
Gen. gi(e)fe stowe 
Dat. gi(e)fe stowe 
Plural. 
NV. Ace. gi(e)fa -e stOwa, -6 
Gen. gi(e)fa, -ena stowa 


Dat. gi(e)fum stowum 
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Norzs, (1) Gi(e)fu is a short d-stem (corresponding to Latin and Greek 
G-declension), stdw is a long wa-stem (see § 31). All long d-stems, such as 
Gr, honour, lar, lore, glaf, glove, wund, wound, and long ja-stems (see § 33), 
such as gierd, rod, yard, wylf, she-wolf, are declined like stow. (Note the 
mutated root-vowels of the jd-stems. ) 


(2) The gen. pl. in -ena was imported from the weak declension and is 
found only in the later texts. It is very rarely added to long stems, never to 
ja- or waé-stems. 


(3) In the sing. of short stems with root-vowel a (especially when 
followed by c), the a alternates with # (see § 100): examples, 
sacu, strife acc. gen. dat. sace, ssce 
wracu, vengeance wrace, wreece 


(4) Final -o as a variant for -w is so common (see § 20. 3, etc.) that it 
will be omitted, for the sake of simplification, in some future paradigms, 


27. Secondary paradigms: sdwol, soul; jiren, crime: 
to illustrate the syncopation in the first (long + short) and the 
absence of syncopation in the second (short + short), according to 


§ 10. 


Singular. 
Nom. sawol firen 
Acc. sawle firene 
Gen. sawle firene 
Dat. sawle firene 
Plural. 
NV. Ace. sawla, -e firena, -6 
Gen. sawla firena 
Dat. sawlum firenum 


28. Secondary paradigm: scotwng, shooting, missile. 


Sing. Plural. 
Nom. scotung scotunga, -e 
Ace. scotunga, -e scotunga, -e 
Gen. scotunga, -e scotunga 


Dat. scotunga, -e scotungum 
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In the same way are declined all fem. abstracts in -wng ; but 
those in -ing do not take -a in the singular, and so conform to 
the ordinary declension. 


29. Secondary paradigm: strengd(u), strength. 


Singular : Plural 
Nom. strengd, strengdu strengda, -e, strengdu 
Acc. strengde, strengdu H 1 rs 
Gen. * 5 strengda 
Dat. ‘4 oe strengdum 


Two classes of feminine abstracts belong here. 
(a) Nouns such as 


hzl(u), health men(i)gu, multitude 
ieldu, age strengu, strength, 


which were originally of the weak declension (7-stems), borrowed 
the -w of the nom. sing. from the ordinary fem. declension, then 
extended it to other cases, and finally conformed to the ordinary 
declension. 


() Nouns ending in -3(w) and -¢(w) (earlier -i5w), such as 


hieh8(u), height oferméttu, arrogance 
s2ld, happiness giemeliest, neglect, 


belonged from the first to the ordinary declension, but later 
imitated the uninflected declension of the first class. 
Norzs. (1) In (a) the sing. is usually indeclinable and plurals are rare. 


(2) In (b) the ordinary fem, declension is more often followed, and 
plurals are more common, than in (a). 


(8) In both classes there has been i-mutation of root-vowels. 
(4) For -w final, -o is frequent. 


(5) The uninflected strgng®, as well as strgngSu, is found in the accus. 
sing., but not in HWS. 
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30. Za, river, and &, law, are declined as follows: 


Singular. 
XN. Ace. éa, 2, OW 
Gen. éa, Ie, as ®, we, 2g 
Dat. éa, ie 2, Swe 

Plural. 

NV. Ace. éa, (Gan weak) 3) 
Gen. éa 
Dat. éa(u)m, éan 


(i) W-Stems. 


31. In the following sections attention is called to the special 
characteristics of w-stems, j-stems and 7-stems of all genders, and 
paradigms are given representing all peculiarities of inflection. 


Nore. The majority of OK. masc. and neuter nouns are o-stems, and 
the majority of fem. nouns d-stems. If the -o and -@ were preceded by 
w or j, the stems are distinguished as wo-stems, wa-stems and jo-stems, 
ja-stems respectively. Next in importance come the i-stems, most of which 
passed over to the o- and @- (or “ ordinary’’) declensions, 


32. Paradigms: 

(a) Masc.: bearu, grove ; dé0(w), servant. 
(b) Neuter: bealu, evil; tréo(w), tree. 
(c) Fem.: beadu, battle; m&d, meadow. 


Mase. Neut. Fem. 
Singular. 
Nom. bearu, -o bealu, -o beadu 
Ace, + . beadwe 
Gen. bearwes bealwes i 
Dat. bearwe bealwe % 
Plural. 
N. Acc. bearwas bealu, -o beadwa, -e 
Gen. bearwa bealwa beadwa 


Dat. bearwum bealwum beadwum 
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Mase. Neut. Fem. 
Singular. 
Nom. Sé0(w) tréo(w) md 
Ace. rf ne mied(w)e 
Gen. déowes tréowes ez 
Dat. dSéowe tréowe, tréo % 
Plural. 
*N. Ace. Séowas tréow(u)', tréo mzxd(w)a, -e 

Gen. Sowa tréowa mzd(w)a 
Dat. déowum tréowum mzd(w)um 


Norss. (1) It will be seen that these words hardly differ 
from the ordinary declensions, except in that, when there is no 
termination, the w is vocalised to ~ after a short vowel, and 
is sometimes dropped after a long vowel. When w is retained 
in the nom., as in Al#w, mound, the ordinary declension is 
followed throughout. 


(2) Decline like bealu searu, art 
beadu nearu, straits 
pls. geatwa, getawa, equipments 
fretwa, ornaments 
tréo(w) enéo(w), knee 
md l&s, pasture 


(3) The broken vowel in bearu, bealu, is carried over from the oblique 
cases, where a is broken regularly before r, 7+. 


(4) An intrusive vowel is often found before w, to ease the pronunciation: 
exs. bealowes, bealewa, beaduwe, fretewum (see § 12). 


1 From this final -u Cogijn infers that the preceding ¢o in these words wags 
short: see § 9. 
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(i) 


33. Paradigms: 


(a) Masc.: here, army ; secg, man. 


INFLECTION. § 33 


J-Stems. 


(b) Neuter: rice, realm; festen, stronghold. 


(c) Fem.: halignes, holiness, sanctuary. 


Mase. 
Singular. 
NV. Ace. here 
Gen. her(i)(g)es 
Dat. her(i)(g)e 
Plural. 
NV. Ace. her(i)(g)(e)as' 
Gen. her(i)g(e)a 
Dat. her(i)gum 
Neut. 
Singular, 
Nom. rice feesten 
Ace. - ee 
Gen. rices feesten(n)es 
Dat. rice feesten(n)e 
Plural. 
NV. Ace. ric(i)u feesten(n)u 
Gen. ric(e)a feesten(n)a 
Dat. ric(i)um feesten(n)um 


Secg 
seceges 
secge 


secg(e)as 
secg(e)a 
secg(i)um 


Fem. 


halignes 

halignesse 
halignesse 
halignesse 


halignessa, -e 
halignessa 
halignessum 


1 Forms with g and without 7 or e are common, but never the converse, 
Thus the forms of the nom, pl. are hgrigeas, hgrigas, hgrgeas, h¢ergas, heras, 
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Nortrs. (1) Decline 


like secg like rice 

hrycg, back stycce, piece 

weeg, wedge gefylce, troop 

lace, leech gemierce, boundary 


méce, sword 


(2) The gemination in the oblique cases of festen and 
halignes is found in all polysyllables (including disyllables) 
ending in -es (-is), -et, such as leget, lightning ; in numerous 
fem. and neut. derivatives in -en, such as &fen (masc. and neut.), 
“evening, réden (fem.), arrangement, and all compounds of -r&den ; 
in condel (fem.), candle; and in dat. infinitives or gerunds, 
e.g. t6 beranne, -enne, to bear. 


(3) The above paradigms are grouped together because each of them 
shows some sign of the original j of the stem. (a) In here, g, ig, ige represent 
earlier j; (b) in sgcg, the doubled consonant (cg=gg) after a short vowel 
represents earlier consonant + 7 (gg<gj), and the mutation of the root-vowel 
was caused (and in here) by the J; (c) in rice and secg, the palatalisation of 
the original guttural of the stem, denoted by the intrusive e, 7, is due to the 
original 7; (d) in festen and halignes, the doubling of the final consonant in 
the oblique cases is due to the same cause (see § 13). 


(4) J-stems presenting no peculiarity of inflection have already been 
declined in §§ 16, 20, 26. 


(5) Mete, meat and hyse, youth, have passed over in the plural from the 
i-stems to the j-stems, as is seen by the doubled consonant: pl. mettas, 
metta, mettum; hyssas (as well as hysas), 


(iii) J-Stems. 


34. Paradigms: 


(a) Mase.: wine, friend; Pngle, Angles, English. 
(0) Fem.; dzd, deed. 
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Masc. Fem. 
Singular, 
N. Ace. wine died 
Gen. wines dde 
Dat. wine dzde 
Plural. 

NV. Ace. wine, -as Engle diade, -a 
Gen. wina, wini(g)(e)a Engla dda 
Dat. winum Englum dzdum 


Norszs. (1) The characteristics of this declension are the 
plurals in -e, and the unchanged ace. sing. of the feminines. 
The plural terminations -as and -a came in from the ordinary 
declensions. Later came also acc. sing. of feminines in -e: d&de, 
ewéne, tide, etc. 


(2) The neuter z-stems do not differ in inflection from the 
ordinary declension ; see safe § 20. 


(3) Like #ngle (i.e. without plural in -as) are declined a few 


plurals (without singulars), and names of tribes, nations ete. 
ending in -e: 


Mase, Pls. Nations, Tribes 
léode, people Mierce, Mercians 
ielde, men Seaxe, Saxons 
ielfe, elves Sumorsexte, men of Somerset 
ete, 


(4) Like wine—the plural in -as is much the more frequent— 
are declined all mascs. with short mutated vowel + single 
consonant + e (except here, § 33) such as 

cwide, speech hyge, mind slege, stroke 

ege, terror sige, victory stede, place 
and abstracts in -seipe, such as fréondscipe, friendship. Only 
Dene, Dane, has the longer form of the gen. pl. 

(5) Like d&d are declined the following feminines, all with 
long root-syllables and mutated vowels : 
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ht, property hyd, hide tid, hour 

bene, bench lyft, atmosphere wen, expectation 
bysen, example miht, might wist, food 
cwén, woman nied, need wyn(n), joy 

ést, favour seyld, gutlt wyrd, fate 
fierd, army spéd, success wyrt, root 


and a few less common words. 


(6) The intrusive vowel, to which attention was called in § 33. (3) as 
marking the palatalisation of the preceding g or ¢, is frequently found after 
those letters in all stems, verbal and adjectival as well as nominal, which 
originally ended in i or j. Thus, among i-stems, for men(i)gu we find 
menig(e)o, and the plural of wigncu, pride, is nom. gen. wlgnc(e)a, dat. 
wlenc(i)um. Of the i-stems declined like wine, those whose root ends in g 
or c sometimes have e or i before a guttural vowel: bygeas, curves, slegeas, 
strokes, ete.; while among long i-stems, which have otherwise passed over 
to the ordinary declension, we find 

gleng(e)as, gen. gleng(e)a, ornaments steng(e)as, poles 
stenc(e)as, stenches streng(e)as, strings 
wrenc(e)as, dat. wrenc(ijum, wrenches. 


(7) The only i-stems which have not a mutated root-vowel are Seaze, 
léode, gesceaft, creation, geSeaht, thought, and one or two more. Seaze was 
originally of the weak declension; hence the gen. pl. Seaxna, which has been 
imitated by Mierce, Wiercna, 


(8) Woruld (fem.), world, has passed over to the 7- from the u-declension, 
of which however it sometimes retains the dat. sing. in -a, worulda, 


35. The great majority of OE. nouns belong to the fore- 
going ordinary declensions. In the following minor and weak 
declensions, lists or other indications will be given (as has been 
done already in the case of w-stems, j-stems and i-stems) of the 
nouns that follow those declensions, so that in what has often been 
regarded as the difficult problem: ‘‘To what declension does a 
noun belong?” the student has only to master the lists and 
criteria given in the various sections and then to follow this 
rule; Ascertain the gender of the nown ; apart from any indica- 
tion to the contrary, it will follow the ordinary declension for that 
gender, 


Ww. 3 
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MINOR DECLENSIONS. 


4, U-Stems. 


36. Paradigms: 
(a) Short stem: swnw (m.), son. 
(b) Long stem: end (f.), hand. 


Singular. 
NV. Ace. sunu hond 
Gen. suna honda 
Dat. suna honda 

Plural. 

NV. Ace. suna honda 
Gen. suna henda 
Dat. sunum hondum 


Norrs. (1) Several words have passed over to the ordinary 
declension. Of short stems, wudu, wood, si(o)du, custom, duru, 
door, nosw, nose, are alone fully declined. Meodu, mead (drink), 
has dat. sing. meodu, -o. Heoru, sword, lagu, water, magu, son, 
have only nom. acc. sing. All these words are masc. except 
duwru and nosu (fem.). 

Of long stems hend alone is fully inflected ; but traces of this 
declension are seen in the dats. sing. felda (field), forda (ford), 
wealda (forest), wintra and swmera, and in the occasional gen. 
sing. wintra. All these (except hend) are masc. Winter has also 
gen. wintres ; its plural is neuter, winter and wintru. 


(2) Even the few words given above tend to pass over to the ordinary 
declension. Magu has pl. magas even in EWS,; later we find gen. wudes, 
dat. dure, nose, pl. sunas, wudas, ete. 


(3) The -w(-o) of the short stems sometimes intrudes into the dat, 
sing. and nom. ace, pl. For the loss of final -w after a long stem see § 9. 
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5. R-Stems. 


87. Here belong only five names of relatives ending in -r: 
Jeder, father, médor, mother, brdvor, brother, sweostor, sister, 
dohtor, daughter. 


Singular. 
NV. Ace. feeder mdodor brddor 
Gen. feeder, -(e)res _ mddor brddor 
Dat. feeder méder bréder 
Piural. 
NV. Ace. feed(e)ras mdodor, moddru, -a brdvdor, brddru 
Gen. feed(e)ra modra brddra 
Dat. feed(e)rum modrum brddrum 
Singular. 
N. Ace, sweostor dohtor 
Gen. sweostor dohtor 
Dat. sweostor dehter, dohtor 
Plural. 
NV. Ace. sweostor dohtor, dohtru, -a 
Gen. sweostra dohtra 


Dat. sweostrum dohtrum 


Norzs. (1) Instead of -or we find -wr, -er, but not -or for 
-er. Other forms (mostly later) of sweostor are swostor, swuster, 
swyster. The gens. sing. méder and dehter are late. There are 
collective plurals gebrdvor, -Sru, brethren, gesweostor, sisters. 


(2) Hitherto (with the exception of § 25) we have had only strong 
yowel-stems. The weak n-stems are placed last. This and the next two 
declensions contain irregular consonant-stems. At a later stage these 
distinctions become fundamental; here simplicity and convenience have 
been chiefly consulted, 

2 
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6. ND-Stems. 


38. Paradigms: /réond, friend; dgend, owner. 


Singular. 
NV. Acc. fréond agend 
Gen. fréondes agendes 
Dat. friend, fréonde agende 
Plural. 
NV. Ace. friend, fréond (poet. fréondas) agend, -de, -das 
Gen. fréonda agendra 
Dat. fréondum agendum 


Norse. This class of nouns consists of present participles, 
which have dropped the final participial -e and are used as nouns. 
Like fréond is declined only féond, enemy. Like dgend are 
declined all polysyllables ending in -end. Gédddnd, (good- 
doing) benefactor, has pl. goddend. Dat. sing. fréonde and pl. 
agendas are borrowed from the ordinary declension. Pl. dgende 
and gen. pl. dgendra are borrowed from the declension of adjs. 
and participles (see § 48). In reading texts, it is often difficult 
to decide, from the similarity of forms, whether a word is a noun 
or a participle. 


7. Other Stems. 
39. Paradigms: 


(a) Masc.: menn, man ; fot, foot. 
(6) Fem.: bdc, book; Anutu, nut. 


Singular. 
NV. Ace. men(n) fot 
Gen. monnes fotes 
Dat. men(n) fot 
Plural. 
NV. Ace. men(n) fet, fotas 
Gen. monna fota 


Dat. monnum fotum 
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Singular. 
NV. Ace. bie hnutu 
Gen. béc, bice hnute 
Dat. bée hnyte 
Plural. 
NV. Ace. bée hnyte 
Gen. boca hnuta 
Dat. bocum hnutum 


_ Norss. (1) The second forms, i.e. those without 7-mutation, 
‘are later. 


(2) Like fot is declined 408, tooth. 
(3) Like ddc are declined 


bric, breeches pl. brée miis, mouse pl. mys 
gos, goose gés turf, turf tyrf 
lis, louse lys and a few more. 


Like hnutu is studu, column. 


(4) The fems. ni(e)ht, night, and m#g(e)8, maid, cannot suffer i-mutation ; 
they are therefore unchanged in the sing. and the nom. pl. Ni(e)htes, by 
night, is an adverbial formation. 


(5) The mascs. heled, hero, and ména$, month, follow the ordinary 
declension in the sing., e.g. dat. mdn8e; in the pl. they have both hele’, 
monas and heleSas, mon(e) Sas. 


(6) The declension of the fems. burg, walled town, ca, cow, and of the 
neuters ealu, ale, scrad, dress, is best given in full (as far as the forms are 
found) : 


Singular. 
NV. Ace. burg co ealu _ serid 
_ Gen. byr(i)g, burge cii(e), cy, cts (e)alod, -av 
Dat. byr(i)g, burge cy (e)alod, -a3_ —s seryd 
Plural. 
LV. Ace. byr(i)g, burge,-a  cy(e) scrad 
Gen. burga ctia, cima, cyna_ ealeda serida 


Dat. burgum ci(u)m 


. 
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Il WEAK NOUNS. 
(n-stems) 
40. Paradigms: 


(a) Mase.: yuma, man ; geféa, joy. 
(0) Fem.: heorte, heart. 
(c) Neuter: éage, eye. 


Mase. Fem. Neut. 
Singular. 
Nom. guma geféa heorte éage 
Ace. guman geféan heortan éage 
Gen. guman geféan heortan éagan 
Dat. guman geféan heortan éagan 
Plural. 
NV. Ace. guman geféan heortan éagan 
Gen. gumena geféana heortena éag(e)na 
Dat. gumum geféa(u)m heortum éagum 


Nores. (1) Like gwma are declined all masculines in -a 
(except fréa, wea and rd). 


(2) Like geféa are declined 


Mascs. Fems. 
fréa, lord gen. fréan béo, bee gen. bon 
wa, woe wéan ta, toe tan 
ra, roe ran 
léo, ion léon 
twéo, doubt twéon 
pl. Swéon, Swedes Swéona (dat. Swéom) 
(3) Like heorte are declined 
zlmesse, alms feemne, virgin niedre, adder 
cirice, church hearpe, harp sunne, sun 
cwene, woman hliefdige, lady tunge, tongue 


eorde, earth miere, mare wice, week 
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and several others; also a few short-stemmed feminines in -u, 
such as 
peru, pear Srotu, throat 
spadu, spade wucu, week, 
(3) Like éage is declined only éare, ear. 


(4) The endings -on for -an, and -ona, -ana for -ena, are not uncommon, 
The e of the gen. pl. may be syncopated in tung(e)na, éar(e)na, and in names 
of peoples after a long root-syllable: Frgncna, Longbeardna, etc. 


(5) Of common gender are 
cuma, guest gemecca, mate 
gebedda, bedfellow geresta, spouse 


Fa 


Eastron, Haster (fem. pl.), is usually indeclinable. 


ADJECTIVES. 


41. Nearly all OE. adjectives (including participles) have 
both a Strong (Indefinite) and a Weak (Definite) form: strong 
god, weak géda, which follow the strong and the weak declension 
respectively. 


The weak form of the adjective is used 

(a) after the definite article and demonstrative adjs. ; 
(6) after a possessive adj. ; 

(c) in the vocative ; 


(d) frequently in poetry where the strong form would be 
used in prose. 


The following adjs. have only one form. 

(i) Always strong: Gn, one, dder, second, dgen, own, hwilc, 
which, swilc, such, and the possessive adjs. min, Sin, uncer, incer, 
ure, cower. 

(ii) Always weak: dna, alone, lca, same; all ordinals 
except d8er; all comparatives ; hindema, hindmost. Superlatives 
have both strong and weak forms; but as they are usually 
preceded by the definite article, strong forms are not common. 


40 INFLECTION. § 42 


STRONG DECLENSION. 


42. Endings.—The strong and weak declensions of adjs. 
were originally identical with those of strong and weak nouns, 
but the strong declension has, in several cases, assimilated to 
the pronominal declension. This will be seen by the following 
scheme of terminations, in which the distinctively pronominal 
endings are printed in black type, the others in dtalee. 


Masc. Neut. Fem. 
Singular. 
Nom. (-) 
Ace. -ne -€ 
Gen. -€8 -re 
Dat. -um. -re 
Instr. -¢@ 
Plural. 

NV. Acc. -e (-z) “a, -€ 
Gen. -ra 
Dat. um 


Norrs. (1) It should be carefully noted: (a) that the 
dat. sing. masc. and neuter, as well as the dat. pl., ends in -wm; 
(6) that there is an instrumental case in the mase. and neuter 
sing. distinct from the dat.; (c) that a form in -e must not 
be assumed to be a plural; it may be an acc. fem. sing., or an 
instr. sing. 

(2) The rule for the final -« of the nom, fem. sing. and neut. 
pl. is the same as in nouns (see §§ 9, 43). 

(3) The following variants are found: 

(a) for the -w of the nom. fem. sing. occasionally -0; 
(b) for the -w of the neut, pl. sometimes -o, -a; 
(c) for -wm (sing. and pl.) occasionally -on, -an. 


(a) -ere for -re appears in EWS. in sum(e)re, hwelcere, Zlcere; in late 
texts -ere for -re and -era for -ra become the regular endings, 
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(e) Neuter plurals sometimes borrow the -e of the mase. pl. even in 
EWS.: exs. sume, dSre, ealle, longe. 

(f) In LWS. the assimilation of terminations becomes more marked: 
-e tends to become universal in the nom. pl. by replacing the -w of the short- 
stemmed neuters and ousting the -a of the fems.; and, similarly, the nom, 
sing. attains one form for all genders by the dropping of the -w of short- 
stemmed fems. 


43. Primary paradigms: 

(a) Long monosyllable: géd, good. 

(6) Short monosyllable ; ¢/, useful. 

(ce) Polysyllables: gréne, green ; halig, holy. 


Mase. Neut. Fem 
Singular. 
Nom. gid god god 
Ace. godne god gode 
Gen godes godre 
Dat. godum godre 
Instr. gode 
Plural. 
WV. Ace. gide god gida, -e 
———L 
Gen. godra 
Dat. godum 
Singular. 
Nom. til til tilu (§ 9) 
Ace. tilne til tile 
Gen. tiles tilre 
Dat. tilum tilre 
Instr. tile 
Plural. 
NV. Ace. tile tilu (§ 9) tila, -e 
—$4£ es 
Gen. tilra 


Dat. tilum 


42 
Mase, 

Nom gréne 
Ace. grénne 
Gen. 
Dat. 
Instr. 
NV. Acc. gréne 
Glen. 
Dat. 
Nom halig 
Ace. haligne 
Gen. 
Dat 
Instr. 
NV. Acc. halge 
Gen. 
Dat. 

Norss. (1) 


INFLECTION. 


Neut. 
Singular. 
gréne 
grene 
grenes 
grenum 
grene 


Plurd. 
grénu (§ 9) 


grénra 
grenum 


Singular. 
halig 
halig 

halges 
halgum 
halge 

Plural. 
hal(i)gu 


haligra 
halgum 


§ 43 


Fem. 


grénu (§ 9) 
grene 
grenre 
grenre 


gréna, -e 


hal(i)gu 


halge 


haligre 
haligre 


halga, -e 


Adjs. ending in a double consonant—whether 


the double consonant be original, as in eal(/), all, grim(m), grim, 
or < earlier consonant +7 (jo-stems), as in nyt(t), useful—simplify 
the geminate when final (as a rule) and before a termination 
beginning with a consonant: exs. gen. mase. grimmes, nyttes ; 
ace, mase, grimne, nytne, But original lJ may remain: eal(2)ne, 


eal(l)re. 


(2) Like gréne are declined all adjectives ending in -e 
(original j-stems and 7-stems). 
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(3) Final -u (see § 9). The almost universal rule for adjs. 
is, that final -w is retained except in long monosyllables and in 
disyllables of two short syllables (short + short). Even where in 
the pl. of neuter nouns it would be dropped, viz. after long + long, 
it is retained in adjs., e.g. menniscu. Accordingly we find fem. 
sing. and neut. pl. 2d(e)lu, dg(e)nu, d5(e)ru, eow(e)ru; but 
he fig, micel, monig (short + short). 

Later, however, this distinction was lost and each class borrowed the 
forms of the other, so that we find on the one hand fem. sing. and neut. pl, 
agen, ower, halig, lytel, and on the other miclu, mgnegu. 

* (4) Syneope. The rule laid down in § 10 holds good, ice. 
syncope of the ¢, 2, 0, of the suffixes, -el, -ol, -er, -or, -ig, before a 
termination beginning with a vowel, is normal after a long root- 
syllable, exceptional after a short. Exceptions are not numerous. 
Micel always syncopates; yfel more often than not; adjs. of 
material in -en, such as gylden, golden, never (cp. § 22. 2). 


(5) It will be seen that the four primary paradigms are 
practically identical, except as regards final -w and syncope. 
Rules (3) and (4) just given afford sufficient help for the settle- 
ment of these two questions in EWS., and when they are 
settled, any OE. adj. can be declined by means of the table of 
endings alone (§ 42). 

(6) Slight liberties are sometimes taken with strictly grammatical forms 
in order to render them easier of pronunciation. Thus if two ns come together 
after another consonant in the acc. masce. sing,, the second n is apt to be 
dropped: 


Nom. Acc. Masc. Sing. 
feecne, treacherous feecne 
isern, tron isern(n)e 
stiderne, southern siderne 


Again, a final -ne, -re, is apt to become -en, -er, before a termination 
beginning with a consonant: fréene, dangerous, acc. mase. sing. fréc(en)ne ; 
gifre, greedy, gen. pl. giferra. 

(7) Two mase. pl. forms, mgnega and féawa (few), are found with 
occasional -a for -e, apparently borrowed from fela (indecl.), many. 


(8) The pl. adj. feawe (-a), fea, few, has dat. feawum, fea(u)m 
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44. Secondary paradigm: gid, glad. 


Masc. Neut. Fem. 
Singular. 
Nom.  gled gleed gladu 
Ace. gleedne gled glade 
Gen. glades gledre 
Dat. gladum gleedre 
Instr. glade 
Plural. 
NV. Acc. glade gladu glada, -e 
Gen. gledra 
Dat. gladum 


Norz. In the same way are declined Awet, brisk, blexc, black, 
and all similar adjs. Cp. §§ 17, 21; but observe that here original a 
(§ 100) remains before every termination beginning with a vowel. 


45. Secondary paradigm: gearu, ready. 


Mase. Neut. Fem. 
Singular. 
Nom. gearu, -0 gearu, -O gearu, -0 
Ace. gearone gearu, -O gearwe 
Gen. gearwes gearore 
Dat. gearwum gearore 
Instr. gearwe 
Plural. 
N. Ace. gearwe gearu, -O gearwa, -e 
Gen. gearora 
Dat. gearwum 


Norns. (1) Like gearu, a w(wo)-stem, are declined fealu, 
fallow, nearu, narrow, geolu, yellow, and a few less common 
words. It will be seen that w is vocalised to o or w when final 
and before a termination beginning with a consonant. 
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(2) An intrusive 0, u, e, is frequently found between r and w: gearowes, 
gearuwe, gearewum. Occasional forms are gearre, gearra, for gearore, gearora. 


46. Secondary paradigm: héah, high. 


Mase. Neut. Fem. 
Singular. 
Nom. héah héah héah 
Ace. héan(n)e (héahne) héah : héa 
Gen. héas héar(r)e 
Dat. héa(u)m, héagum héar(r)e 
Instr. héa 
Plural. 
NLA.  héa héa(h) _héa 
Gen. héar(r)a 
Dat. héa(u)m, héagum 


Norr. #H-stems follow the rules laid down in § 13 (q.v.). 
Thus Aréoh, rough, makes hréos, hréone, hréora, hréo(u)m, ete. ; 
woh, crooked, wés, wd(u)m, etc. When the h follows a liquid, 
the preceding vowel is lengthened in compensation for its loss : 
Sweorh, perverse, Swéores, Swéorum, ete. 


WEAK DECLENSION. 
47. Paradigm: géda, good. 


Mase. Neut. Fem. 

Singular. 

Nom.  gida gode gode 

Ace, godan gode godan 

Gen. godan 

Dat. godan 
Plural. 

NV. Ace. godan 

Gen. godra (-ena) 


Dat. godum, -an 
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Nores, (1) Variants. It will be seen that the weak declensions of 
adjs. and nouns are identical, except in the gen. pl., where weak adjs. usually 
borrow the strong ending -ra. In the dat. pl. -an for -wm is frequent. In 
all cases ending in -an, an occasional -on is found. 


(2) Syncopated and unsyncopated forms frequently alternate. Syncope is 
more often admissible than in the strong declension: e.g. adjs. of material 
in -en may syncopate their weak forms, as in dat. pl. gyldnwm. 


(8) H-stems contract, etc., much as in the strong declension: 


Strong. Weak. 
héah, high héa, héan, etc. 
woh, crooked wo, won, wona, etc. 
Sweorh, perverse Swéora, -e, etc. 


DECLENSION OF PARTICIPLES. 


48. Present participles terminate in -ende, with the 
exception of those of contracted and some anomalous verbs, which 
end in-nde: dgende, drincende, giefende, wesende ; téonde, sléande, 
Jonde, béonde, gande. They are declined both strong and weak. 
The strong declension is identical with that of gréne (like gréne, 
the pres. part. is a jo-stem). 


Paradigm : scinende, shining. 


Mase, Neut. Fem. 
Singular. 
Nom. scinende scinende scInendu 
Acc. scinendne scinende scinende 
Gen. scinendes scinendre 
Dat. sciInendum scinendre 
Instr. scinende 
Plural. 
NV, Acc. scinende scinendu scinenda, -e 
—_— SYS OO 
Gen. scinendra 


Dat. scinendum 
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Norrs. (1) When used predicatively, uninflected forms are 
not infrequent, e.g. scinende for scinendne, acc. masc. sing. 


(2) The weak declension follows that of gdda (§ 47): 
scinenda, -e, -e. 


49. Past participles of strong verbs terminate in -en, of 
weak verbs in -(e)d, -t, -od. They are declined like ordinary 
‘adjectives, both strong and weak. 


Final -u is irregular. It is more frequent after long roots 
than after short: neut. pls. gefongnu, geréafodu; getrymedu. 
Past parts. in the predicate (i.e. when not used attributively) 
rarely take -w ; indeed fem. and neut. pls. in that position usually 
take the masc. ending -e. 


Syncope of e, in -en, -ed, before a vowel, is avoided after 
short root-syllables, After long root-syllables syncope is optional ; 
but it is frequent in the weak declension, and in past parts. in 
-ed, both strong and weak forms, it is the rule: pls. gecorene, 
gebund(e)ne, gefong(e)ne, dworpnan, gengmn(e)de, bedzlde, odfzxste. 
Syncope of the o in -od does not take place. 


COMPARISON. 


I. Adjectives. 


_ 50. The comparative of OE. adjs. is formed by adding -ra 
(earlier -ora) to the positive, and the superlative by adding -os¢(a). 
Final -e is dropped before these endings. 


Pos. Compar. Superl. 
heard, hard heardra heardost(a) 
halig, holy haligra hal(i)gost(a) 
nyt(t), wseful nyttra nyttost(a) 
rice, rich ricra ricost(a) 
mere, famous merra mérost(a) 
feger, fair feegerra feeg(e)rost(a) 


gearu, ready gear(o)ra gearwost(a) 
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Adjectives with root-vowel # retain the original a (see § 100) 
before the guttural. vowel of the superlative ending : 


Pos. Compar. Superl. 
gled, glad gledra gladost(a) 
hweet, active hweetra hwatost(a) _ 
smel, small smelra smalost(a) + smeelst(a) 


There is a second mode of comparison, in which the prehistoric 
endings -ira, -ist (OE. -ra, -est), caused «mutation of the root- 
vowel. This mode was followed by a comparatively small 
number of OE. adjectives : 


brad, broad br#dra (bradra) (bradost(a)) 
eald, old ieldra ieldest(a) 
éade, easy ledra iedest(a) 
feorr, far fierra fierrest(a) 
geong, young gingra gingest(a) 
gréat, great grietra grietest(a) 
héah, high hier(r)a (hiehra, héahra) hiehst(a) (héahst(a)) 
long, long lengra lengest(a) 
néah, near néar(r)a niehst(a) — 
sceort, short sciertra sciertest(a) 
strong, strong strengra strengest(a) 


Norss. (1) All comparatives are declined weak ; the strong 
form in -o7 is used for comparative adverbs. Superlatives have 
both strong and weak forms, -ost, -est, -osta, -esta; but the weak 
form, being used after all demonstratives, is by far the commoner; 
inflected strong forms are very rare. 


(2) Mutated superlatives (above) end in -est, the rest in -ost; but the 
former sometimes take -ost, and the latter -est, especially before a guttural 
vowel: fegrestum. For -ost are found -ast, -ust: 2¥elast, wisust. 


(3) The gen. pl. of comparatives usually ends in -ena, but there also 
occur such (strong) gen. pls. as gearra for gearrena, wter(r)a, attra, for 
uterrena. 


§ 51 COMPARISON. 49 


51. Irregular Comparison. 


(a) Four adjs. have comparatives and superlatives with a 
different root from that of the positive : 


Pos. Compar. Superl. 
E bet(e)ra bet(e)st 
d ad 
Bot 100 eee sélla sélest 
yfel, bad, evil wiersa wierrest, wiersta 
micel, great mara mst 
lytel, litéle lessa l&s(es)t 


(6) From the ady. #r, before, are formed the comparative 
and superlative adjectives Zr(r)a, rest. 


(c) Superlatives in -mest. The superl. suffix -ma is found 
only in forma, first, meduma, middle, average, hindema, hindmost; 
but combined with the further suffix -es¢, it is seen in a number 
of superlatives, which are etymologically double superlatives, 
They are mostly without corresponding positive adjs. The com- 
parative usually ends in -erra. 


Pos. Compar. Superl. 
(nord, northwards) norderra, nyrdra nordmest 
(si3, southwards) siiderra, syderra sidmest 
(éast, eastwards) éasterra éast(e)mest 
(west, westwards) westerra west(e)mest 
mid(d), middle mid(e)mest 
(fore, before) forma, fyrmest, fyr(e)st 
(ford, forth) furdra 
(zefter, after) eeft(er)ra ceftemest 
(afan, above) yferra, uferra yfemest, ufemest (ymest) 
(nidan, below) nidverra nidemest 
(inne, within) innerra innemest 


(ite, without) 
leet, late 
(sid, late, adv.) 


W. 


yterra, iterra 
letra 
sidra, 


yt(e)mest, itemest 
latemest, leotest 
sid(e)mest, sivest 
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TI. Adverbs. 


52. As a rule, only adverbs formed from adjectives can be 
compared. The comparative is formed by adding -or, the super- 
lative by adding -ost, to the positive adv., after cutting off final 
-e. Thus the strong forms of comparative and superlative adjs. 
are used as compar. and superl. advs. 


Pos. Compar. Superl. 
hearde, hard heardor heardost 
déope, deeply déopor déopost 
feeste, fast feestor feestost 
gear(w)e, well gear(w)or gear(w)ost 


The comparative in -or is never used as an adjective. 


53. Irregular Comparison. 


(a) It will have been noticed that the place of the positive 
of most of the words compared in § 51 was supplied by an adverb. 
Several of these advs. have compars. in -or—norvdor, sidor, furdor, 


ufor, nidSor, innor, uitor—and the superl. adjs. are equally used as 
advs. 


(6) The following have monosyllabic comparatives, almost 
all with mutated root-vowels : 


wel, well Va bs : be eet 
a sél sélest 
yfle, a7 ‘o wiers wierrest 
lyt(el), Little lies lest 
micle, much ma, mis mist 
feorr, far fierr fierrest 
néah, nigh néar, nyr niehst 
xr, before ger, ror xrost, gr(e)st 
sid, late sid, sidor sid(e)mest, sidest 
longe, long leng lengest 
ade, easily ied éadost 


sdfte, softly séft softest 
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NUMERALS. 
NUMERALS. 
The OE. numerals are as follows: 
Cardinal Ordinal 

in : forma, #rest(a), fyrmest(a), 

tyr(e)st(a) 
twégen, twa, ti oder, efterra 
orie, Sréo dridda 
féower féorda 
fit fifta 
siex siexta 
seofon seofoda 
eahta eahtoda 
nigon nigoda 
tien téoda 
en(d)lefan en(d)lefta 
twelf twelfta 
Sritiene, Sréotiene Sréotéoda 
féowertiene féowertéovda 
fiftiene fiftéodsa 
siextiene siextéoda 
seofontiene seofontéoda 
eahtatiene eahtatéoda 
nigontiene nigontéoda 
twéentig twéntigoda 
an ond twéntig an ond twéntigoda 
dritig dritigoda 
féowertig féowertigoda 
fiftig fiftigoda 
siextig siextigoda 
hundseofontig hundseofontigoda 
hundeahtatig hundeahtatigoda 
hundnigontig hundnigontigoda 


hundtéontig, hund, hundred hundtéontigoda 


4—2, 
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101 an hund ond an an ond hundtéontigoda 
110 hundendlefantig hundendlefantigoda 
120 hundtwelftig hundtwelftigoda 


200 ti (twa) hund 
300 dréo hund 
1000 (an) Sasend 
Notes. (1) The ordinals follow the weak declension, with the 
exception of d8er, which is always strong, and &rest(a), fyrmest(a), 
Jyrest(a), which are both strong and weak (like other superlatives). 
(2) OK. has numerals like German anderthalb (second half), 
one and a half, werthalb (fourth half), three and a half, ete. 
Thus we find feorte healf hund scipa, 350 ships; fifte healf 
hund = 450 ; d8er healf hund = 150. 


(3) Slight variations in the endings are met with, such as -eSa for oda 
in eahteSa, eighth; -tiogoSa, -teogSa, -téoda for -tigoSa. 


(4) The formation of the numerals 70, 80, 90, 100, 110, 120, has not 
been satisfactorily explained. 


(5) There are no ordinals for 200 and upwards. 


55. Declension of Cardinals. 


(a) An, one, is declined as follows: 


Mase, Neut. Fem. 
Nom. an an an 
Ace. anne, znne an ane 
Gen: anes anre 
Dat. anum anre 
Instr. ane, ne 


Norrs. (1) Plural forms (like those of gdd, § 43) are rare, but the 
gen. pl. occurs in the phrase dra gehwile, each one, 


(2) The weak form dna means “alone.” 
(6) Twégen, two. 
NV. Ace. twégen ta, twa twa 


Gen. twég(e)a, twégra 
Dat. twiem, twim 


§ 55 NUMERALS, 53 


With this cp. the declension of bégen, both: { bw Up 


Masc. Neut. Fem. 
NV. Ace. bégen ba ba 
Gen. bég(r)a 
Dat. beem, bam 


Nort. (3) Here there is some tendency to confusion of genders. 
The fem. form twa@ is used for the neuter. Ba and twa are often 
conjoined, and then b@ twa is masc. and fem., and 6@ ta (also in one 
word) neuter. 


(ce) Drie, three. 


“N. Ace, brie dSréo Sréo 
Gen. dSréora 
Dat. drim 


(d) 4 to 19 are indeclinable when used as adjs. (i.e. with a 
noun) ; they are declined like Hngle (§ 34), -a, -wm, when used 
absolutely. Exs.: 

féowera sum, one of four, i.e. with three others ; 


Sara twelf héahfedera, of the twelve patriarchs. 


(e) 20 to 120 (multiples of ten only) were originally neuter 
nouns governing a gen., but are also used as adjs. They are 
sometimes uninflected, sometimes have a gen. in es, but most 
commonly have gen. in -ra, -a, dat. in -wm. Exs. ; 


hundseofontig mila, 70 miles ; 

eahta ond féowertiges elna long, 48 ells long; 

efter dritigra daga fece, after the space of 30 days ; 

efter siextegum daga, after 60 days; 

dritigum nihtum xr, 30 days before. 

(f) Hund, hundred, is usually uninflected, but in EWS. 
has a dat. (= dat. pl.) in-e; in either case it usually governs a gen. : 

fiftiene hund Sisend megnna, 1,500,000 men ; 

mid féower hunde scipa, with 400 ships. 
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(g) DUsend, thousand, has the inflections of a neuter noun, 
gen. Sdsendes, pl. Sidsend, -u, -0, gen. -a (-ra), dat. -um ; it is also 
uninflected : 


fela Sisenda (gen. pl.) ofslegenra, many thousands of slain ; 
Susend monna bigleofa, the food of a thousand men. 


(h) In compound numbers, both cardinal and ordinal, 
the smaller numerals remain uninflected : 


dara twa ond twéntigra monna, of those twenty-two men ; 
féower hunde wintrum & féower & siextigum (dat.), 464 years ; 
on Sxm an ond Sritigodan psalme, in the 31st psalm ; 


but exceptionally (possibly by attraction): 


> on Sam twem end on féowerteogdan géare, in the 42nd year. 


PRONOUNS AND ADJECTIVE-PRONOUNS. 


I. PERSONAL. 
56. First Person, zc, I; Second Person, 87, thou. 


Sing. Dual. Plural. 
Nom. ic wit we 
Ace. mec, m6 uncit, unc usic, iis 
Gen. min uncer user, tre 
Dat. mé une ts 
Nom. va git gd 
Acc. Sec, 58 incit, ine €owic, Eow 
Gen. din incer éower 
Dat. 36 inc éow 


Norn. (1) The accusatives mec, Sec, wneit, incit, asic, Zowic, 
are early or poetical. 


_) H, héo, hit, is properly a demonstrative pronoun of the 3rd person, 
being used to indicate things and persons alike. 


§ 57 PRONOUNS. 55 


Third Person, hé (m.), he, it; héo (£.), she, it; Ait (n.), it. 


Mase. Neut. Fem. 
Singular. 
Nom. hé hit héo (hie) 
Ace. hi(e)ne hit hie (héo) 
Gen. his hiere 
Dat. him hiere 
Plural. 
NV. Ace. hie (héo), they 
Gen. hiera, heora 
Dat. him 


Norz. (2) There are numerous alternative forms with which the 
above and the following declensions might be cumbered and obscured. 
Generally it may be said, that 7 may be found for ze, and 70, 70 for ¢o, Go, 
and zo for z followed in the next syllable by a guttural vowel ; later i, 
y, for ie (short and long) is universal, and 7 and y interchange pretty 
freely. See Part II. Special LWS. forms are nom. pl. hig, dat. pL 
heom (to distinguish from the sing.). 


II. REFLEXIVE. 


57. The possessive sin, his, her, its, is the only relic of a 
reflexive pronoun in OE. The personal pronouns of all persons 
are used reflexively, both with and without self, which is declined 
like a strong adj.: ic self, Sé selfne, him selfum, tre selfra, gow 
selfum, etc. Sometimes self appears to be uninflected, when it 
really agrees with the subject, not with the pron. with which itis 
conjoined : God forescéawad him self Sa offrwnge, God [himself will 
provide for him[self] the offering. The weak form se/fa is also 
found : God selfa; but, except in the nom. sing. masc., it usually 
occurs after the def. art, in the sense of se zlca, the same. 
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III. POSSESSIVE (Adjectives). 


58. The genitive cases of the personal prons. are used as 
possessive adjs.: min, Sin, uncer, incer, Ure (User), Cower, 
are fully inflected according to the strong declension; his, 
hiere, hiera, are indeclinable, and may therefore be parsed, at 
will, as indeclinable poss, adjs., or as personal prons, in the gen. 
case. 


Paradigm: tre, owr. 


Mase. Neut. Fem. 
Singular. 
Nom. ire tre tre (not tru) 
Acc. tirne tire tire 
Gen. aires fir(r)e 
Dat. trum tr(r)e 
Insir. tire 
Plural. 
NV. Ace. tire 
Gen. tr(r)a 
Dat. trum 


Nores. (1) Hower, your, syncopates the e before a vowel, and 
may even contract éowerre, Zowerra, to Zowre, Zowra. Its nom. pl. neut. 
is Gowru. 


(2) User=Gre, our, assimilates sr to ss in the syncopated forms; dat. 
ussum = tirum. 


(83) Stn, his, her, its, is poetic. 


(4) Ure and éower, when they are gen. pls. of the personal pronouns 
and not possessive adjectives, are apt to be attracted into agreement 
with the following word, on which in reality they depend: gowra selfra 
onweald= tower selfra onweald, rule over yourselves; tres ndnes=ure nanes, 
of none of us. 
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IV. DEMONSTRATIVE 
59. (a) S6, séo, Beet, the, that (s¢ pron., se adj.). 


Masc. Neut. Fem. 
Singular. 
Nom. se Set séo 
Ace. done Seet oa 
Gen. Sees Sere 
Dat. dam (Sam) Szere 
Insir. oy (Son) 
Plural. 

NV. Ace. oa 
Gen. dara (Szra) 
Dat. dam (Sam) 


Norz. The instrumental Son is almost always neuter, being used chiefly 
either with adverbial force, as in Son mG, the more, or in adverbial phrases, 
for Son, on that account, to Son, to that extent, etc., or in compound con- 
junctions, #r Son Se, before, etc. The other forms in parentheses are later. 


(6) Des, Sos, Sis, this. 


Mase. Neut. Fem. 
Singular. — 
Nom. Ses dis déos 
Ace. disne dis as 
Gen. Sis(s)es Bisse 
Dat. dis(s)um . Sisse 
Instr. sys 
Plural. 

NV. Ace. das 
Gen. Sissa 
Dat. dis(s)um 


Norz. This adj.-pron. is compounded of the demonstrative sé (North. 8e) 
and the particle -se=behold. 
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V. RELATIVE. 


60. The place of a relative pronoun, which OE. lacks, is 
supplied in four ways: 

(a) By the demonstrative sé, séo, dxt, used as a relative of 
the 3rd person. Ex.: an estel, sé bid on fiftegum mancessa, @ 
bookmark, which shall be worth fifty half-crowns. 

(6) By sé, séo, Set, immediately followed by the particle Se: 
sé Be, séo de, Sxt Se (Sette)—3rd person only. Ex.: suma béc, 8a 
de niedbedearfosta sien, some books, which may be most necessary. 

Norz. (1) If sé etc., is separated from Se, it is to be regarded as the 
antecedent, not as part of the relative; we also find sé (antec.)...sé Se (rel.). 

(c) By the particle de alone—all persons. Ex,: wisddm de 
38 God sealde, wisdom which God gave thee. 

(zd) By the particle Se followed by a personal pronoun of any 
person: Se zc, (I) who; de du (thou) who; Se Aine, whom. Ex.: 
nis nu cwicra nan, Se ic him médsefan minne durre Asecgan, there 
is now no one of the living to whom I dare unburden my heart. 


Nors. (2) Other words, as in the above ex., may intervene between Se 
and the following personal pronoun, especially in the genitive of the 8rd 
person: Se... his, Se...hiere, Se...hiera, whose. 


VI. INTERROGATIVE 
61. Hwa, hweet, who? what? 


Masc. Neut. 
Nom. hwa hweet 
Ace. hwone hweet 
Gen. hwees 
Dat. hwem, hwam 
Instr. hwy (hwon) 


Norus. (1) Hwa, hwet, like hweder (which of two) and hwile 
(which), is an interrogative (both direct and indirect) and in- 
definite pronoun, but not a relative pronoun. 


(2) The instrumental hwon (cp. Son) is only used in adverbial phrases, 
such as for hwon, to hwon, why. 


§ 62 PRONOUNS. 59 


VII. INDEFINITE. 


62. Hwa, hwet, someone, something, hweer, one of two, 
and hwile (hwelc, hwylc), any(one), are used as indefinite 
pronouns in interrogative and negative sentences. They may all 
three be compounded with @-, ge-, and @ + ge (<gi) > &g-, so that 
we get the following scheme of indefinite pronouns : 


hwa hweder hwele, hwile 
a- ahwa, ahwever, ahwile, 
anyone one of two whatsoever 
ge- gehwa, gehwever, gehwilec, 
each one both each 
xg- zghwa, eghweder, xghwile, 
each one either, each each. 
These, together with 
awiht, aught, anything swelc, swyle, such 
#le, each swa hwa swa, whoever 
enig, any swa hwile swa, whichever, 


are the most important indef. prons. in OE. 


Notrs. (1) The declension of Awa is given in §61. All 
the other words mentioned above (except dwiht, -es, -e) are 
declined like strong adjs. 


(2) Hwa and its compounds and dwiht are substantive 
pronouns ; the others are adj.-prons., 1.e. may be used either as 
prons. or in agreement with a noun. 

(3) To several of the above words m can be prefixed, and 
thus the corresponding negative word is obtained: n&nig, nan, 
none, ndwiht, naught, ndhweder, neither. 

(4) Some of the above words have forms and contractions that 
differ from one another very considerably. Thus &ghweder > 
zyder = either; Ghwader = dhwexider > 0(w)der (ader); nahweder > 
nawdser; nawiht =ndwuht > na(u)ht = naught, and so on, 
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VERBS. 


63. OF. verbs are divided into two main classes, Strong and 
Weak, and two minor classes, Past-Present and Anomalous. 
They have four moods, infinitive, indicative, subjunctive, and 
imperative (present); only two tenses, present and past (the 
pres. is often used as a future); two numbers and three persons ; 
two participles, present (active) and past (passive). The infinitive 
has a dative case governed by td. The passive voice is made up 
of the verb wesan, bon, to be, or weordan, to become (cp. Ger. 
werden), followed by a past part., and is therefore not treated of 
here, 

The principal parts of a verb are the infinitive, past 
singular, past plural, and past participle. To these is often 
added the 3rd sing. pres. indic. In weak verbs the past pl. is 
omitted, because in them it is formed from the past sing. (See 
§§ 67, 83.) 


64. Strong Verbs and Weak Verbs.—Strong verbs may 
be distinguished from weak verbs in several ways: 


(a) By the formation of the past tense. Strong verbs 
form their past tense by gradation of the root-vowel, as in 
writan, wrat, write, wrote; weak verbs by adding the termina- 
tion -de (-te) to the root. This is the main distinction. There is 
no gradation in weak verbs; there are no past tenses in -de, -te, 
in strong verbs. 


(b) The past part. of strong verbs ends in -en, of weak verbs 
in -d, -t. 


Norr. The past part. also is formed by gradation in strong verbs. But, 
since Classes V, VI and VII have the same vowel in the past part. as in the 


infin., this is a much less conclusive test of a strong past part. than the 
ending. 


(c) The roots of strong verbs are monosyllabic. Hence 
such a word as menig/fieldan, to multiply, is weak. 


1 The only relic of pass. inflection is in the forms hdtte (sing.), h&@tton (pl.), 
pres. and past of ha@tan, to be called, 
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(d) Strong verbs are original; a word showing the same 
root as a strong verb is derived from one of its stems. Derivative 
verbs are weak. 


(e) Many strong verbs are intransitive; most transitive verbs 
are weak; many have been formed from the stems of strong 
intransitive verbs : 


Strong. Weak. 
cp. cwelan, die and ewellan, kill ; 
licgan, lie mA lecgan, lay ; 
sittan, sit on settan, set ; 
beornan, burn (intrans.) bernan, burn (trans.). 


(f) Weak verbs originally joined all present endings to the 
root by means of j or 7, and this 7 or 7 has remained in the 
infins. in -ian (nerian, lufian), and has left traces in the mutation 
of root-vowels (Aieran) and in the doubled consonants (<con- 
sonant +j) after a short root-vowel (fremman). Nearly all weak 
verbs in -an and a few in -zan have mutated root-vowels. No 
strong verbs (except those with weak presents) have infins. 
in -ian, or mutated root-vowels, or doubled’ consonants. 


NB. A mutated root-vowel (§ 3) therefore infallibly denotes 
a weak verb (or a “ weak present,” § 80). 


(g) On the other hand, a mutated vowel in the 2nd and 
3rd sing. pres., with an unmutated root-vowel in the infin., is a 
mark of strong verbs (§ 68); weak verbs have the same vowel, 
whether mutated or unmutated, in the infin. and in the 2nd and 
3rd sing. pres. 


(h) The following are characteristic of weak verbs (but not 
of all weak verbs) : 7, ig, ige before the endings -an, -anne, -ad, 
-e, -en, -ende; 2nd and 3rd sing. pres. in -ast, ad; imperative 
sing. in -¢ or -d. 

NB. Tests (/), (g), (2) are useless for a dozen strong verbs 
with weak presents, for which see § 80. 


1 Doubled, not double. The strong verbs jeallan, weallan, bonnan, etce., 
haye original double consonants, not doubled before 7- 
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65. Endings.—For the sake of comparison a scheme of the 
normal endings of strong and weak verbs respectively is here 
given, but they will be better learnt in the paradigms of the verbs 
themselves. 


Strong. Weak. 
Classes I., IL. IL 
Present Indicative. 
Sing. 1- -e -e -ie 
2. -(e)st -(e)st -ast 
3. -(e)3 -(e)3 -ad 
Plur. 1, 2, 3. -ad -ad -iad 
Present Subjunctive. 
Sing. 1, 2,3. -© -e -ie 
Plur. 1, 2, 3. -en -en -ien 
Past Indicative. 
Sing. 1. -(e)de, -te -ode 
2. -e -(e)dest, -test — -odest 
Bh -(e)de, -te -ode 
Plur, 1, 2, 3. -on -(e)don, -ton -odon 
Past Subjunetive. 
Sing. -e -(e)de, -te -ode 
Plur. -en -(e)den, -ten -oden 
Imperative. 
Sing. 2. (-e) -a 
Plur. 2. as -ay -iad 
Infinitive. 
-an -an -ian 
Participles. 
Pres. -ende -ende ~iende 
Past. -en -(e)d, -t -od 


Nors. It must be remembered that, as will be seen from the 
following paradigm, the gradation of the root-vowel in strong verbs 
is more important than the endings for distinguishing one part of the 
verb from another and for distinguishing a strong from a weak verb. 


§ 66 VERBS. 63 


I. STRONG VERBS. 


66. Paradigm: ridan, ride. 


Present. Past. 
Indicative. 
Sing. 1. ride rad 
2. ridest, ritst ride 
3 ride®, rit(t) rad 
Plur. ridad ridon 
p Subjunctive. 
Sing. ride ride 
Plur. riden riden 
Imperative. 
Sing. rid 
Plur. ridad 
Infinitive. 


ridan, dat. -anne. 


Participles. 


ridende geriden 


Variants. (a) Instead of the pres. subj. plur. riden we 
regularly find ride, when the prons. wé, gé, follow immediately : 
ride wé, gé (a kind of jussive subjunctive), let us ride, ride (ye). 
This usage was extended to the pres. and past indic., so that 
ride gé ?=do ye ride? and ride gé?=did ye ride? 

This remark applies equally to weak verbs; as also do the 
following as far as weak verbs have the same terminations. 


(6) Past parts. of both strong and weak verbs usually have 
the prefix ge-, which is, however, rarely found before another 
prefix. 
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(c) The earlier endings of the sing. pres. indic. were: Ist pers. -u, -0; 
2nd pers. -is>-es; 3rd pers. -i8. Hence the i-mutation of the root-vowel 
(there can be no i-mutation of i) in the 2nd and 8rd sing. pres. indic. of 
strong verbs (§ 68). 

(d) The final -t of the 2nd pers. sing. is the emaciated remnant of Sa, 
thou; a few forms ending in -sé are extant: rides + 8% > ridesS > ridest. 
Similarly, an epithetic -t has been added to the 2nd sing. past of weak verbs. 

(e) The past indic. pl. originally ended in -un; EWS. texts often have -an. 

(f) The subjunctive pl. pres. frequently ends in -an; in the past, HWS. 
texts often take over the -on of the indic. 


(g) The usual ending of the dative infin. or gerund is -anne, but -en(n)e 
(§ 33) is not uncommon, 


67. Principal Parts.—It will be seen from the paradigm 
given in § 66 that, through the gradation of the root-vowel, the 
strong verb ridan has at least three different stems: r%d-, rad, 
rid-. The number of different stems in a strong verb is some- 
times four, as in béod-an, béad, bud-on, bod-en ; ber-an, ber, b&r-on, 
bor-en. We say then that the OE. strong verb has four stems, 
which are not necessarily different. These four stems are best 
shown in the four principal parts: (1) infin., (2) past sing., 
(3) past pl., (4) past part., as seen in the examples just given. 
Thus the importance of knowing the principal parts of a strong 
verb is evident, because all the other parts are formed from them 
by simply changing the endings as shown in the paradigm of 
§ 66. The following scheme shows what parts are formed 
from each of the principal parts: 


From Are formed Tenses. 

Infinitive All present forms Pres. Indic. 
Pres. Subj. 
Imperative 
Pres. Part. 

Past Ist and 3rd Sing. None 

Past Plur. All past forms Past Indic. 

2nd Sing. 

Past Subj. 


Past Part. Passive Voice only. 
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2nd and Srd Singular Present. 


68. It will have been noticed that two forms, syncopated 
and unsyncopated, of the 2nd and 3rd sing. pres. indic. were given 
in the paradigm of ridan. Moreover, a verb with root-vowel 7 
was purposely chosen because there would have been mutation of 
almost any other vowel in the above parts (as explained in § 66 ¢). 
These two things then demand a little attention in forming the 
2nd and 3rd sing. pres. of strong verbs: (i) Mutation of root- 
vowel ; (ii) Syncope, and consequent changes. 


~ (i) Mutation of root-vowel. ule: Form the 2nd and 
3rd sing. pres. indic. of strong verbs with mutated root-vowel, 
according to the following scheme: 


Original Vowel Mutated Vowel Infin. 3rd Sing. 
a zw (§ 121) faran, go feerd 
a % blawan, blow blawé 
e i (§§ 98, 120) helpan, help hilpd 
ea ie * healdan, hold hielt 
éa ie héawan, hew hiewd 
eo ie (§ 120) weordan, become wierd 
éo Ie (§ 120) créopan, creep criepd 
Q e stoendan, stand stent 
a) é blowan, bloom bléwd 
u y cuman, come cymd 
ii y briican, enjoy bry¥cd 
é, i, I, ie, # are not affected by 7-mutation. 


Nores. (1) Empirical rules for forming the 2nd and 3rd 
sing. pres. from the infin. are often helpful and usually harmless. 
But it must be clearly understood that these parts are not 
derived from the OF. infin., but from their own earlier prehistoric 
forms, and it is at times of the utmost importance that the fact 


Ww. 5 
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should be as clearly stated. Thus bired can be traced step by 
step from the Indo-Germanic form bhereti; to say that it is 
formed from the root of beran by the addition of -e3, with mutation 
of the root-vowel, is certainly both inaccurate and misleading. 

(2) Syncopated forms with mutated vowels, as above, are the rule in 
EWS., although unsyncopated forms both with mutated and with unmutated 


vowels are also found: bired from beran, biged from bigan, weordes from 
weordan. 


(3) Unsyncopated forms without i-mutation are the rule in Anglian. 


69. (ii) Syneope, ete. The e of the endings -est, -ed, in 
the 2nd and 3rd sing. pres. indic., is regularly dropped in EWS., 
and the following changes take place in the consonants thus 
brought together. 


NB. These changes are not peculiar to strong verbs, but take 
place also in weak verbs (Classes 1 and 2) when the specified con- 
ditions are present. 


Persons. 

2nd, 3rd. (a) Double consonants are simplified: winn(e)st> 
winst, winn(e)d > wind ; fyll(e)st > fylst, fyll(e)d > fyld. 

2nd. (6) Before -st, d>t, and s, 3 and st are dropped: 
Jind(e)st > fintst ; stend(e)st > stgntst ; cies(e)st > crest ; 
wierd(e)st > wierst ; cwid(e)st > cwist ; birst(e)st > birst. 

3rd. (c) dort+8>t after a consonant, > éé or ¢ after a 
vowel: find(e)d > fint ; birst(e)d > birst (thus the 2nd 
and 3rd sing. of roots ending in st became identical) ; 
Seest(e)d > fest ; bid(e)5 > brt(t) ; grét(e)5 > gréi(t) ; set(e)d 
> sett, Similarly +35 >% after a consonant, > dv or 3 
after a vowel: ewrerd(e)5> wierd ; cwid(e)5 > cwid(d). 

3rd. (dq) s+8 usually >-st, but in early texts -s5 also 
remains: forlies(e)S > forliest; wiew(e)8>wieat (x=h+s); 
cies(e)S > ciest (thus the 2nd and 3rd sing. of roots 
ending in s became identical). 


2nd, 3rd. (e) g sometimes>h before -st and -8, but chiefly in later 
texts: stig(c)st>stihst; lieg(e)S>lehd. 
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NB. The above rules are given here in order that the 
succeeding sections on “ gradation,” with which they have properly 
nothing to do, may not be cumbered with them, and because they 
could not be postponed till later. The student must pay due 
attention to them, so that, when gradation has been mastered, he 
may be in a position to conjugate in full every OE. strong verb. 
One or two examples from each strong class are appended (“weak 
presents” and contracted verbs are treated separately) ; the 2nd 
and 3rd sing. pres. of every verb mentioned in the following §§ 
should be written out in the same way. 


_ Class Injin. 2nd Sing. 3rd Sing. 
I. (“Shine ”) arisan, arise arist arist 
bidan, wait bitst bit(t) 
bitan, bite bitst bit(t) 
midan, avoid mist mi6(9) 
II. (“Creep ”) béodan, order bietst biet(t) 
scéotan, shoot scietst sciet(t) 
lican, lock lyest lycd 
IITa,. (“ Help ”) helpan, help hilpst hilpd 
feohtan, fight fiehtst fieht 
b. (“Drink”) —drincan, drink drinest drincd 
IV. (‘ Bear ”) beran, bear bir(e)st bir(e)d 
V. (“Tread ”) tredan, tread tritst trit(t) 
Wi (Ss Fare 4) faran, go feerst feerd 
VII. (Reduplicating) bliwan, blow blzwst blawd 
letan, let leetst lzt(t) 
healdan, hold hieltst hielt 
héawan, hew hiewst hiewd 
blondan, blend blentst blent 
blowan, bloom bléwst bléwd 


5—2 
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GRADATION (Ablaut). 


70. Strong verbs are conjugated principally by the use 
of different stems in the same verb, these stems being related to 
one another by the “gradation” of the root-vowel without other 
change. Gradation, which originated in Indo-Germanic through 
variation of stress in stem and suflix, may be defined in OE. as 
a series of relations between primary vowels by which the stems 
of a strong verb are differentiated. It is not confined to strong 
verbs, but is best seen and illustrated in them. There are seven 
classes of strong verbs in OE., distinguished from one another by 
the graded vowels of the four stems (see N. 1), The following table 
shows these vowels in what may be called 


GRADATION-ROWS. 


Class Pres. Past Sing. Past Plur. Past Part. 
I. (“Shine”) I a i i 
IT. (“ Creep ”) 60 (U1) éa u fo) 
IIIa. (“ Help ”) e, €0 ea u fo) 

b. (“ Drink ”) i fc) u u 
IV. (“ Bear ”) e Fs fe-) fe) 
V. (“ Tread ”) e 3) oe) e 
VI. (“ Fare”) a Ce) ce) a 
VII. (Redupl.) ee mY 80,8 Bo, ae 


Norrs. (1) NB. The past sing. and plur. of the 7th Class 
were originally formed by Reduplication of the root-syllable 
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(cp. Lat. do, dedi; Gk. didwpi, édwxa), in some verbs with, in 
others without, gradation. Since the traces of the original re- 
duplication are very few in OE., it is best for the present to rank 
Class VII, with the other gradation-classes, whilst retaining the 
name ‘ Reduplicating.” 


(2) It will be noticed that only in Classes II., ITTa., and 
IV. are there four different stems; that in Classes I., IIIb., and 
VY. there are three different stems, and that in Classes VI. and 
VII. there are only two different stems. Nevertheless, excluding 
past parts. (which cannot be mistaken for any other part), no 
pres. form of a strong verb has the same root-vowel as any past 
form of the same verb, 


(3) The importance of the gradation-rows just given can 
hardly be exaggerated. They are most easily remembered by 
learning the principal parts of the verb selected as the name of 
each class (except in Class VII., in which the vowels of the 
present are various) : 


Class Infin. Past Sing. Past Plur. Past Part. 
I. (“Shine ”) sctnan scan scenon scinen 
IT. (“ Creep ”) créopan créap crupon cropen 


IIIa. (“ Help’) helpan healp hulpon holpen 


b. (“ Drink’ ) drincan drene drunecon  druncen 
IV. (“ Bear ”) beran ber bron boren 
V. (“Tread ”) tredan tred trédon treden 
VI, (“ Fare ”) faran for foron faren 


(4) Given the class of a strong verb, the gradation-rows, 
together with the rules of §§ 68, 69, suffice for the complete 
conjugation of all perfectly regular (i.e. the majority of) Old 
English strong verbs. Irregularities are fully dealt with in their 
place. 


70 INFLECTION. § 71 
71. How to tell the class of a strong verb. 


In the gradation-rows as repeated below, the vowels printed 
black are in themselves conclusive (irregularities apart) as to the 
class of the verbs in which they are found, since they occur 
nowhere else in strong verbs in the same parts’; as to those 
printed in italic there is more or less uncertainty, which is 
removed however by the hints given at the foot. 


Class Infin. Past Sing. Past Plur. Past Part. 
I. (“Shine ”) I a i i 
IT. (“ Creep ”) 60, U ea u t) 
Ifa. (“Help”) é, €O ea u 0 

b. (“ Drink ”’) i @ (a) wu u 
IV. (“ Bear ”) é zB z 7) 
V. (“Tread ”) e & & e 
VI. (“Fare ”) a fe) fo) a 


x a, &, ea, 


VIL. (Redupl.) iB icin go ee 
Ga, 9,6 


Ea, Q, 0 


oI 
1 
2 


The only uncertainty therefore lies between Olasses IT., IIT., 
IV. and V., and that is completely dispelled by the following 
statements : 


The stem-vowel in Classes II. (“Creep”) and V. 
(“'Tread”)—between which there is no uncertainty—is fol- 
lowed by a single consonant which is not / or r (except 
in past parts. coren, droren, forloren, froren, hroren; see § 73). 

The stem-vowel in Class III. is followed by two (or 


more) consonants, the first of which is a nasal in (6) 
(“Drink”), but not in (a) (“Help”). 


The stem-vowel in Class IV. (“Bear”) is followed by 
1 or r only (except in brecan). 


1 Tt is assumed that drincan, e.g., will not be taken for a past plur, or 
past part. of Class I. 
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CLASSES OF STRONG VERBS. 


72. Class I (“Shine”). Gradation-row: I @ i i. 
A regular verb of this class is conjugated in full in § 66. The 
following are among the commonest verbs of the class; their 
principal parts are not given here because the student is expected 
to\write them out for himself ; 


bidan, wait scinan, shine 

bitan, bite sigan, sink 

drifan, drive slitan, slit 

gewitan, depart stigan, ascend, descend 
gripan, seize swican, cease. 


writan, write. 
Irregular. 


(a) The following verbs come under Verner’s Law (see § 169), 
and accordingly have d in place of 8 in the past plur. and past 
part.: 


Infin. Past Sing. Past Pi. Past Part. 
lidan, go 1a8 lidon geliden 
scridan, proceed scrad scridon gescriden 
snidan, cut snad snidon gesniden 


Whereas Verner’s Law fails in 


midan, avoid (a)risan, (a)rise 
wridan, bind gerisan, befit 


which therefore retain 6 or s throughout. 


(6) For the contracted verbs léon, téon (accuse), Séon, wréon, 
see § 81. 


72 INFLECTION. § 73 


73. Class II(“Creep”). Gradation-row: 60,0 éa U oO. 
Paradigm : créopan, créap, crupon, cropen. 


Present Past 
Indicative. 
Sing. 1. créope créap 
2. criepst crupe 
3. criepd créap 
Plur. créopad crupon 
Subjunctive. 
Sing. créope crupe 
Plur. créopen crupen 
Imperative. 


créop, créopad 


Infinitive, 


créopan, dat, -anne 


Participles, 


créopende gecropen 


Among the commoner verbs of this class are 


béodan, command néotan, enjoy 
bréotan, break scéotan, shoot ~ 
cléofan, sever 

dréogan, endwre briican, enjoy 
fléogan, fly bigan, bow 

fléotan, float difan, dive 

géotan, pour lican, lock , 
gréotan, weep latan, stoop 
hréowan, rwe scufan, shove 

léogan, lie slipan, glide 


Nore. Verbs with @ in the present are otherwise perfectly 
regular: bagan, béag, bugon, bogen. 


§ 74 


Irregular. 


VERBS, 


73 


(4) The following come under Verner’s Law (§ 169), with r 
in place of s, and d in place of 3, in past plur. and past part.: 


céosan, choose 
dréosan, fall 
forléosan, Jose 
fréosan, freeze 
hréosan, fall 
séodan, seethe 


céas 
dréas 
forléas 
fréas 
hréas 
séad 


Whereas Verner’s Law fails in 


abréodan, fail 


curon 
druron 
forluron 
fruron 
hruron 
sudon 


gecoren 
gedroren 
forloren 
gefroren 
gehroren 
gesoden 


abroden 


(6) For the contracted verbs flgon, téon (draw), see § 81. 


74. Class IIIa (“Help”). Gradation-row: e€,e0 ea U Oo. 


Paradigm: helpan, healp, hulpon, holpen. 


Sing. 1. 
2. 
3. 


Plur. 


Sing. 
Plur, 


Present 

Indicative. 
helpe 
hilpst 
hilpd 
helpad 

Subjunctive. 
helpe 
helpen 

Imperative. 
help, helpad 

Infinitive. 


helpan, dat. -anne 


Particrples. 
helpende 


Past 


healp 
hulpe 
healp 


hulpon 


hulpe 
hulpen 


geholpen 
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Among the commoner verbs of this class are: 4 wh 
belgan, be angry beorgan, protect Meet 
delfan, dig ceorfan, carve = »: 
meltan, melt feohtan, fight 9 
swelean, swallow hweorfan, twrn 
swellan, swell meolean, milk 
sweltan, die steorfan, die 


weorpan, throw 


Norz. (1) The ea of the past sing. is a breaking of a, 
and the ¢o of the pres. is a breaking of e. The reason why some 
verbs have ¢ and others ¢o in the present is, that e broke before / 
only when followed by ¢ or h (§ 138). 


Irregular. 


(a) Under Verner’s Law (§ 169) comes 


+ wweordan, become weard wurdon geworden 
—~— 


(b) For the verb féolan, penetrate, see § 81. 


(c) In three verbs e>e after palatal g (see § 143) : 


gieldan, yield, pay geald guldon gegolden 

giellan, yell geal(1) gullon gegollen 

gielpan, boast gealp gulpon gegolpen 
(dq) ‘Two verbs have wu in the pres: 

murnan, mourn mearn murnon 

spurnan (spornan), spurn spearn spurnon 


(ec) Metathesis of 7 is seen in berstan <*brestan' and Berscan 
< *8rescan ; hence the normal change of a to & (see § 100) in the 
past sing. without breaking (§ 137, N. 3). 


berstan, burst beerst burston geborsten 
derscan, thresh Seerse Surscon gedorscen 


1 An asterisk before a word denotes that it is not extant in that form. 
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(f) The root-vowel is not followed by consonants that produce 
breaking (see § 3) in 
bregdan, brandish breegd brugdon gebrogden 
stregdan, strew straegd strugdon gestrogden 
with which may be remembered the anomalous 
frignan, inquire freegn frugnon gefrugnen 


Norss. (2) All these verbs often drop g with compensatory lengthening 
of the preceding vowel (see § 160), thus: 
brédan (3rd sing. britt) breed briidon gebrdden 
frinan [fran (Class 1)] frinon gefrtinen 


(3) Stregdan is also conjugated weak. 


75. Class IIIb (“Drink”). Gradation-row: i Q u wu. 
Paradigm: drincan, drenc, druncon, druncen. 


Present Past 
Indicative 
Sing. 1.  drince drone 
2. drinest drunce 
3. drincd drone 
Plur. drincad druncon 
Subjunctive 
Sing. drince drunce 
Plur. drincen druncen 
Imperative 
drinc, drincad 
Infinitive 
drincan, dat. -anne 
Participles 
drincende gedruncen 


Among the commoner verbs of this class are 


bindan, bind onginnan, begin stincan, stink 
(b)linnan, cease sincan, sink swimman, swim 
limpan, happen singan, sing winnan, fight 


h 
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Norres. (1) The Primitive Germanic gradation-row of Class III was 
eauu. The divergences from this of the English sub-classes ‘“‘ Help” 
and “Drink” are due to changes which took place partly in Germanic and 
partly in OH. (i) Germanic e >7% before nasal+consonant: ep. drincan 
and helpan. (ii) Germanic w>o in strong past parts., except before 
nasal+consonant: cp. geholpen, gedruncen. (iii) OE. a>g before a nasal 
(see § 149), and >ea (breaking) before r, 1, h+consonant: ep. drgnc, healp. 
(iv) See § 74, Note (1). 

(2) Double consonants are usually simplified when final: swimman, 
past sing. swgm(m), imperat. sing. swim. 


Irregular. 


; aa (a) Metathesis of r is seen in bi(e)rnan (beornan) <*brinnan 


and 2e)rnan <rinnan (extant in térinnan). 


bi(e)rnan (beornan), burn born, barn = burnon — geburnen 
i(e)rnan, run ern, arn urnon geurnen 


(0) Findan has quasi-weak past sing. funde as well as fond. 
(c) For bringan see § 90, and for Sungon, Swngen, § 81, N.6. 


76. Class IV (“Bear”). QGradation-row: e #@ ® 0. 
Paradigm: beran, ber, bron, geboren, 


Present Past 
Indreative. 
Sing. 1. bere beer 
2. bir(e)st (bierst) biere 
3. bir(e)d (bierd, § 140) beer 
Plur. berad - bron 
Subjunctive. 
Sing. bere bre 
Plur. beren beren 
Imperative. 
ber, berad 
Infinitive. 


beran, daé, -anne 


Participles. 
berende geboren 


Gued, / aw re > Wea iv 3 
§ 77 VERBS. 77 
The only important verbs of this class are 
brecan, break helan, conceal teran, tear 
cwelan, die stelan, steal 
Irregular. 


(a) Scieran, shear, cut, has diphthongised the vowels of the 
first three parts, ¢>%e,2>ea, #>éa, under the influence of 
palatal sc (see § 143) ; but sczr, sc¥ron, are also found in poetry : 


scieran scear (scer) scéaron (sc#ron) gescoren 
(6) Especially important are AS Cle Si cle 


cuman, come c(w)om e(w)dmqn (ge)cumen (cymen) 
niman, take ndm(nam) ndmon(namon) genumen. 

Norse. The 6 of the past sing. is borrowed from the past plur., perhaps. 
on the analogy of Class VI. For the other vowels see §§ 146, 148. 


77. Class V (“Tread”). Gradation-row: e€ #& ® €. 
Paradigm: tredan, tred, trzdon, treden. 


Present Past 
Indicative. 
Sing. 1. trede treed 
2. tritst trede 
3. trit(t) treed 
Plur. tredad tr#don 
Subjunctive, 
Sing. trede trade 
Plur. treden traden 
Imperative. 
tred, tredad 
Infinitive. 


tredan, dat. -anne 
Particrples. 
tredende getreden 
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The only important verbs of this class are 


drepan, strike sprecan, speak 
metan, mete, measure wegan, carry 
wrecan, avenge 


Irregular. 

(a) Under Verner’s Law (§ 169) come 
cwedan, say cwed cwedon gecweden 
wesan, be wees weeron (§ 96) 


Whereas the law fails in 


(ge)nesan, survive (ge)nzes (ge)nzeson genesen 
lesan, collect les lzson gelesen 


(5) Diphthongisation due to palatal g is seen in all parts of 


giefan, give (§ 143) geaf géafon gegiefen 
Psa get -geat -géaton -gieten 
(c) tan and its compound fretan have & in past sing. : 
etan, eat set zeton geeten 
fretan, devour fret freton freten 


(d) For the weak presents biddan, fricgan, licgan, sittan, 
Sicegan, see § 80, and for the contracted verbs geféon, plézon, 
séon, see § 81. 


78. Class VI (“Fare”). Gradationrow: a 6 
Paradigm; faran, fdr, foron, faren. 


e)} 
9 


Present Past 
Indicative, 
Sing. 1. fare for 
2. feerst fore 
St. feerd for 
Plur. farad foron 
Subjunctive, 
Sing. fare fore 


Plur. faren foren 
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Imperative. 
far, farad 
Infinitive. 
= faran, dat. -anne 
Participles. 
farende gefaren 


The more important verbs of this class are 


bacan, bake galan, sing hladan, lade 
dragan, drag grafan, dig sacan, quarrel 
Irregular. 


(a) Diphthongisation after palatal sc (§ 144) is frequent in 
sc(e)acan, shake scdc, scéoc scdcon, scéocon gesc(e)acen 

(6) The weak verb weenan supplies the place of the lost pres. ; 
*wacan : 


[weeenan], awake wie wocon 


(c) In two verbs a> before n (§ 149): 


sponan, allure spon spdnon gesponen 
pistondan, stand stod stodon gestonden 
> 


p glen’ (Cwor) 


he later past of spgnan is spéon, Class VII., to which class 
weaxan (<*wahsan), grow, went over entirely. 


(d) In several past parts. of this class mutated and un- 
mutated forms alternate (see § 121): 


feren + faren slegen, slegen + slagen \ § 81 
grefen + grafen Swegen, Swegen + Swogen 
hleden + hladen hefen + hafen \ § 80 
secen + sacen scepen, sceepen + sceapen 


(e) For the weak presents /gbban, hlichhan, scgddan, 
scieppan, steppan, swerian, and for the contracted verbs flzan, 
léan, sléan, Swéan, see §§ 80, 81. 
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79. Class VII (Reduplicating). 
Infin. and Past Part, Past 


Stem-vowels: 4, %, ea, Ea, 9, 0 Go, é. 


Paradigms: feallan, féoll, féollon, feallen. 
létan, lét, léton, leten. 


Present Past 
Indicative. 
Sing. 1.  fealle lete féoll let 
2. fielst lzetst féolle léte 
3. field leet(t) féoll let 
Plur. feallad lxtad féollon léton 
Subjunctive. 
Sing. fealle lete féolle léte 
Plu. feallen laeten féollen léten 
Imperative. 


feall, feallad lat, ltad 


Infinitive. 
feallan, lxtan, dat. -anne 
Participles. 
feallende lxetende gefeallen gel&ten 


Nore. (1) The only remnant in EWS. prose of the earlier 
reduplication in the past tense is seen in héht (<*hehat) from 
hatan ; but leole from lacan, reord from r&dan, (on)dreord from 
(on)drédan, and leort from l&tan, are preserved in poetical or 
non-WS. texts. 


The following are the chief verbs of this class. They are 
divided into two sub-classes according to the vowel of the past 
tense, and are then grouped according to the vowel of the 
present. : 


NB. All reduplicating verbs have 60 in the past tense, 
except those with # in the present stem, and hatan, lacan, 
scddan, and blondan (blend), besides jon, hon (§ 81). 


§ 79 


I. Past tense in éo. 


VERBS. 


(i) blawan, blow 
cnawan, know 


crawan, crow 


mawan, mow 
sawan, sow 


Swapan, sweep 


Srawan, throw 


(ii) fealdan, fold 
feallan, fall 


healdan, hold 


wealcan, roll 
wealdan, wield 


weallan, well 


weaxan, grow 


béatan, beat 


(iii) 
hléapan, leap 
(iv) bennan, summon 


(v) 


blotan, sacrifice 
bléwan, bloom 
flowan, flow 


growan, grow 


II. Past tense in é. 


(vi) hatan, command, call 


héawan, hew 


sponnan, join 


hwopan, threaten 
rowan, row 
Spowan, succeed 


swogan, sound, swoon 


lacan, play 


scadan, dwide 


Nors. 


81 


(2) Besides se@dan, scéd, etc., we find scéadan, gescéaden, with 


diphthongised vowel after palatal sc (§ 144), and an anomalous past scéad. 


(vii) (on)dredan, dread 
lxtan, Jet 


redan, cownsel 


slzpan, sleep 


Norz. (3) Three of these verbs have also weak forms: 
-drédan and slépan have the weak pasts -dr&dde, slzpte, as well 
as past part. -dr#d(d); while rédan, counsel, read, is always 
weak in WS., except for one occurrence of the past part. réden. 


W. 


f 
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Irregular. 


(a) Gongan, gengan, go, has past tense géong (gang) and 
gengde, pp. gegongen. In prose, only éode, the past tense of gan 
(see § 96), is used. 


(0) For the weak present wépan, and the contracted 
verbs fon, hon, see §§ 80, 81. 


(c) Baan, dwell, pp. gebun, supplies the place of its lost past tense from 
the weak biian, bide, gebid. 


WEAK PRESENTS. 


80. In Classes V., VI. and VII. there are a few verbs, 
otherwise strong, whose presents resemble those of weak verbs 
(i.e. were originally formed with j or 7), They are 


Infin. Past Sing. Past Pi. Past Part. 
Class V (“Tread”). 

biddan, request beed bedon gebeden 

fricgan, inquire ap 
gefrigen 

diegan, lie leg legon gelegen 

sittan, sit set szeton geseten 

dicgan, take Seah dSxegon gedegen 


Class VI (‘Fare ”). 


hebban, heave hof hofon gehafen 
hliehhan, laugh hloh hldégon 

scgddan, injure scdod scddon 

scieppan, create scop scdpon gesceapen 
steppan (steppan), step —_ stop stdpon gestapen 
Swerlan, swear swor sworon gesworen 


Class VIT (Redupl.). 


wepan, weep wéop wéopon gewopen 


§ 80 


Sing. 


Plur. 


Sing. 
Plur. 


Sing. 


Plur. 


Sing. 
Plur. 


Sing. 
Plur. 


Paradigms: biddan, licgan, hebban, swerian, wépan. 


to 


bidde 
bidest, bitst 
bided, bit(t) 


biddad 


bidde 
bidden 


beed 
bzede 


bed 


bzdon 


bide 


bzeden 


bide 
biddad 


Dat. (ts) biddanne 


Pres. 
Past. 


biddende 
gebeden 


VERBS. 


Present [ndicative. 


licge 
lig(e)st 
lig(e)8 (1i3) 


licgad 


hebbe 
hef(e)st 
hef(e)d 


hebbad 


Present Subjunctive. 


licge 
licgen 


hebbe 
hebben 


Past Indicative. 


leg 
lege 
leg 


lxgon 


hof 
hodfe 
hof 


hofon 


Past Subjunetive. 


lege hofe 
lz#gen hdfen 
Imperative. 
lige hefe 
licgad hebbad 
Infinite. 
licganne hebbanne 
Participles. 
licegende hebbende 
gelegen gehafen 


swerie 
swerest 
swered 


sweriad 


swerie 
swerien 


swor 
swore 
swor 


sworon 


swore 
sworen 


swere 
sweriad 


swerianne 


swcriende 
gesworen 
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wepe 
wép(e)st 
wép(e)d 


wepad 


wepe 
wepen 


weop 
weope 
wéop 


weopon 


wéope 
wéopen 


wép 
wépad 


wépanne 


wépende 
gewopen 


6—2 


84 INFLECTION. § 80 


Norss. (1) Like licgan are conjugated the presents of 
friegan, Sicgan ; and like biddan the presents of all the other 
verbs with double consonants 


(2) The principal parts, as given on p. 82, must be com- 
mitted to memory, because of their great irregularity and the 
uselessness of applying S§ 70, 71, to them. 


(3) The irregularities of these verbs are all seen in their 
principal parts. Otherwise, they are conjugated im the present 
like regular weak verbs, and in the past like regular strong 
verbs. 


(4) These verbs may be recognised as having weak 
presents in four ways, which will be best appreciated by 
comparison with the tests for strong and for weak verbs in § 64: 


(i) They have mutated root-vowels throughout the present. 
Strong presents have mutated vowels in the 2nd and 3rd sing. 


only (§ 68). 


(ii) In the majority of them the original vowels, the 
mutated forms of which are seen in the present, are contained in 
the past participles. Strong verbs of Classes V., VI., and VIL., 
have the same vowels in the present and in the past participle. 


(iii) The original 7, which is to be traced in the doubled 
consonants and in the ¢ of swerian (see Note 5), is a mark of 
weak presents. 


(iv) The imperative sing. in -e (except in wépan) is peculiar 
to weak verbs. 


(5) Besides their weak presents, these verbs show several other irregu- 
larities. We often meet with the intrusive vowel, to which attention was 
called in § 34 (6), in fricg(e)an, licg(e)an, Sicg(e)an, licgead, etc. Swerian 
alternates with swer(i)g(e)an. It is possible that the past parts. fregen, frigen, 
belong to the very irregular verb frignan of Class III. Hilégon and scddon 
come under Verner’s Law. Besides scgSSan there is a strong infin. sceaSan, 
and besides scdd a weak past scgSede. Diphthongisation after palatal sc is 
seen in sceaSan, gesceapen, scéod (« scdd), and scéop (c scdp). In scieppan, 


1 Tf the student is puzzled by this note he will find full explanations in 
Part IL, 
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this diphthongisation has been followed by mutation (see $123). In hliehhan, 
the same vowel has resulted from mutation of broken a, The vowel in Seah, 
as in seah (§ 80), is a breaking of original a. The o of sworen (<swaren), 
like that of Swogen (§ 78), is due to the influence of the preceding w. 
The interchange of bb and f in hebban is explained by the fact that bb in 
OE. represents earlier fj. The doubled consonants (eg=gg) of the presents 
stand for earlier consonant +j, and thus =the ri (=7rj) of swerian, r being 
the only consonant that was not doubled after a short vowel through in- 
fluence of following j, 


CONTRACTED VERBS. 


81. All strong verbs whose present stem originally ended 
in h, lose the A and contract before every termination beginning 
with a vowel. In fact 4 remains only before the -st, -3, of the 
2nd and 3rd sing. pres., and when final in the 2nd sing. impera- 
tive and lst and 3rd sing. past ; it has been replaced by g in the 
pret. plur. (and derived parts) and past part. in accordance with 
Verner’s Law (see § 169). 


The chief strong contracted verbs are: 


Class. 
I. (‘Shine ”) léon, lend Seon, thrive () 
téon, accuse wreon, cover 
II. (“ Creep ”) fléon, flee téon, draw 


IIIa. (‘Help ”) *feolan, penctrate 


V. (“Tread ”) geféon, rejoice séon, see 


pléon, adventure 


VI. (“Fare”) _ fléan, flay sléan, sluy 
: léan, blame Swéan, wash 
VII. (Reduplicating) fon, seize hon, hang 


1 The numbers in brackets refer to the following notes. ; 
2 Strictly speaking, féolan is not a contracted verb (see § 154), but this is 
the most convenient place to give its conjugation. 


86 INFLECTION. 
Paradigms, 
I. téon IT. téon 
Sing. 1. téo téo 
2. tihst tiehst 
3. tihd tiehd 
Plur. téod téod 
Sing. téo téo 
Plur. téon téon 
Sing. 1. tah © téah 
2. tige tuge 
3. tah téah 
Plur. tigon tugon 
Sing. tige tuge 
Plur. tigen tugen 
Imperative. 
Sing. 2. tih® téoh 
Plur. 2 téod té0d . 
Infinitive (dat.). 
(t5) téonne téonne 
Participles. 
Pres. téonde téonde 
Past. tigen togen 


§ 81 


III. féolan 
PRESENT 


féole (§ 13) 
fielhst 
fielhd 


féolad 


PRESENT 


féole 
féolen 


Past 


fealh 
[fle] fulge®) 
fealh 


[felon] fulgon 
Past 


[fale] fulge 
[feelen] fulgen 


feolh 
féolad 


féolanne 


ftolende 
[folen}]® 


§ 81 


V. séon 


Indicative. 
seo 
siehst 
siehd 


sé00 


Subjunctive. 


~ 860 


séon 


Indicative. 


seah 
(s%ge) sawe® 
seah 


(s%gon) sawon 
Subjunctive. 


(s%ge) siwe 
(s®gen) sawen 


seoh 
8600 


sconne 


séonde 
(segen) sewen) 


VERBS. 


VI. sléan 


sléa 
sliehst 
sliehd 


sléad 


sléa 
sléan 


slog 
slige 
slig 


slogon 


slige 
slégen 


Imperative. 


sleah 
sléad 


Infinitive (dat.). 


sléanne 


Participles. 


sléande 


(slagen) slegen® 


VII. fon 


fd 
féhst 
féhd 


fonne 


fonde 
fgngen 
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Norrs. (1) The uncontracted vowel of the 2nd and 8rd sing. pres. is a 
mutation of the uncontracted vowel (broken in Classes III., V., VI.) which is 
preserved in the imperative sing. This will be better understood when the 
prehistoric forms of the infinitive are given: 


I. téon<*tihan. 
II. téon<*teuhan. 
Ill. féolan<*feolhan (breaking) <*felhan. 
V. séon <*seh(w)an(*), 
geféon <*-fehan(*), 
VI. sléan<*slahan, 
VII. fon<*fohan, 


(2) The past pl. fulgon (and derived parts) is rare, and pp. folgen is 
wanting. In their place have been formed a past plur. and pp. according to 
Class IV (‘‘ Bear”). 


(3) The past plur, and pp. s&gon, segen, are necessarily given in the 
paradigm, because they are the model for the other verbs of the class, but 
(like pp. slagen) they are not the usual forms. As is seen above, the root of 
séon originally ended in hw, which in the past plur. and pp.>gw by Verner’s 
Law; gw>g or w in OL., but>w in WS. prose. See § 169. 


(4) The g of the past plur. has been extended to the sing. in Classes VI. 
and VII. Forms like sldh are later than sldg. 


(5) Through the identity of the contracted forms of téon (I) and 
téon (II.), the former passed over into Class II. and was followed by wréon, 
_§0 that we frequently meet with such forms as téah, tugon, wréah, wrogen, 
belonging to verbs of Class I. 


(6) Connected with Séon, thrive, are the past plur, Sungon, the pp. Sungen, 
and the adj. geSungen, distinguished, excellent, belonging to Class III., to 
which class Séon (< *“pihan< *pinhan) itself originally belonged, 
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II. WEAK VERBS. 


82. Weak verbs are divided into four classes : 
Class I (“‘ Wean-Ween ”), in -an and -ian, with 


mutated stem-vowel throughout. 


Class II! (“Tell”), in -am (list in § 90), with 
mutated stem-vowel in the present only. 


Class III’ (“ Look ”), in -can, with the 
stem-vowel not mutated. 


Class IV? (Mixed), in -an; a few verbs conjugated partly like 
Class I. and partly like Class IIT. (see list given in 
§ 93). 

The principal parts are the infinitive, past singular, and past 
participle. It is unnecessary to give rules for forming the other 
parts from them, beyond this: Follow the paradigms. For the 
ways and means of distinguishing weak verbs from strong see 
§ 64. 

Weak verbs betray their weakness of character in a certain hesitancy as 
to the class they belong to and as to the length of their root-syllable, which 
leads them at times to transfer themselves from one paradigm and class to 


another. Once decide the paradigm that a weak verb follows and the rest 
is easy. 


1 Sievers does not make a separate class of “Tell” verbs. Hence Class 
III. (above) = Sievers’ Class II., Class IV, (above) =Sievers’ Class ITI. 
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INFLECTION. 


Class I (““Wean-Ween”’). 


83. Primary paradigms: 


(a) Original short stem: wennan, accustom (wean). 


(0) Original long stem: wénan, suppose (ween). 


Sing. 1. 
2. 


Present Indicative. 


wenne 
wenest 
wened 


wennad 


wene 
wén(e)st 
wén(eyo 


wenad 


Present Subjunctive. 


wenne 
wennen 


Past Indicative. 


wenede 
wenedest 
wenede 


wenedon 


Past Subjunctive. 


wenede 
weneden 


wene 
wennad 


(td) wennanne 


wennende 


Imperative. 


Infinitive. 


Participles. 


gewened (pl. gewenede) 


wene 
wenen 


wénde 
wéndest 
wéende 


wéndon 


wénde 
wénden 


wen 
wéenad 


wénanne 


wénende 


§ 83 


gewéned (pl. gewénde) 


§ 83 VERBS. 91 


Norss. (1) As regards terminations, wennan is the model 
of the original conjugation of this class, the differences being 


due solely to syncope and apocope of e after an originally long 
syllable. 


(2) The double consonant of wennan is owing to the 
original j, before which every consonant except r was doubled 
after a short vowel, and to which the mutation of the root-vowel 
throughout this class is also due: such stems therefore were 
originally short. Gemination is found in all present forms 
except 2nd and 3rd sing. pres. and sing. imperative ; it is absent 
im all past forms. 


(3) Like wéenan are conjugated original long stems and 
all polysyllabic stems; like wegnnan, original short stems. 
The latter part of this rule, however, has important exceptions, 
as will be seen in the following sections, 


(4) In words like 


afierran, withdraw mierran, mar 
cennan, bring forth pyffan, puff 
cierran, turn stillan, sél/ 
clyppan, embrace dryccan, oppress 
cyssan, kiss wemman, defile 
fyllan, fill yppan, reveal 


the double consonant is original (not a gemination before j), and 
therefore they are original long stems’ and are conjugated like 
wenan. ° 

(5) Ciegan, call, in which the g=original j, is also conjugated like 
wéenan: past ciegde, pp. gecieged. 


(6) An occasional imperative sing. in -e is met with in long stems: 
l@re= lr, sende =send. 


1 Tt must always be borne in mind that a syllable ending in two 
consonants is long. 
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§ 84 


84. Secondary paradigms: nerian, save; gierwan, pre- 
pare; swebban, put to sleep; settan, set; lecgan, lay. 


Sing. 1. nerie 
2. nerest 
3. nered 


Plur. neriad 


Sing. nerie 
Plur. nerien 


Sing. 1. nerede 
; . neredest 
3. nerede 


Plur. neredon 


Sing. — nerede 
Plur. - nereden 


Sing. 2. nere 
Plur, 2. neriad 


Dat. (t6) ngrianne 


Pres. neriende 
Past. genered 
pl. generede 


Present Indicative. 


gierwe swebbe 
gierest swefest 
giered swefed 
gierwad swebbad 


PrEsENT Subjunctive. 


gierwe swebbe 
gierwen swebben 


Past Indicative. 


gierede swefede 
gieredest swefedest 
gierede swefede 


gieredon swefedon 


Past Subjunctive. 


gierede swefede 
giereden swefeden 
Imperative. 
giere swefe 
gierwad swebbad 
Infinitive. 


gierwanne swebbanne 


Participles. 
gierwende = swebbende 
gegier(w)ed geswefed 
gegierede geswefede 


sette 
set(e)st 
sett 


settad 


sette 
setten 


sette 
settest 
sette 


setton 


sette 
setten 


sete 
settad 


settanne 


settende 
geset(t) 
gesette 


lecge 
leg(e)st 
leg(e)8 


lecgad 


lecge 
lecgen 


legde 
legdest 
legde 


legdon 


legde 
legden 


lege 
lecgad 


lecganne 


lecgende 
gelegd, -léc 
gelegde 


§ 85 VERBS, 93 


Nors. All these verbs, except gierwan (which is conjugated 
like a short stem), were originally short stems, Sgttan and 
lecgan have conformed to the conjugation of wénan in the syncope 
of medial ¢. The conjugation of nerian, gierwan and swebban 
differs from that of wennan only in this: that wherever wennan 
simplifies ~n to n, swebban simplifies bb to f, nerian drops 7, and 
grerwan drops w. 


85. Nerian.—f alone has not doubled before j after a 
short vowel. Like ngrian (§ 84) then are conjugated 


derian, mjuwre gebyrian, pertain 
erian, plough (ear) spyrian, inquire 
ferian, carry styrian, stir 


herian, praise 
werian, defend 


Moreover, verbs with root-final 7, m, n, s, 3, have passed over 
from wennan to nerian even in EWS., so that we may also 
conjugate like the latter 


behelian, conceal trymian (+ trymman), confirm 
gremian (+ gremman), provoke Senian (+Sennan), stretch 
lemian, oppress hrisian (+ hrissan), shake 
temian, tame wredian, support 


This reduces the verbs conjugated exactly like wennan to a very 
few, such as 

cnyssan, knock fremman, perform 

dynnan, resound hlynnan, resound 


in addition to yremman, etc., already given. 


Later, all the verbs mentioned in this §, tend to pass over 
into Class III (“ Look”), so that we find frgmian, wenian ; past 
Sremode, trymode, and so on. 


Norse. Besides nerian we find nergan, nerigan, nerigean, nerige, etc., but 
these probably show mere graphic variants of i (=) before a and e, 
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86. Gierwan, swebban, settan, lecgan (§ 84). 


(i) Gierwan. Like this verb are conjugated 
sierwan, deceive smierwan, anoint wielwan, roll 


Notz. (1) In LWS., besides passing over to Class III (‘‘ Look”), 
sierian, etc., these verbs were sometimes conjugated with w throughout and 
sometimes without w throughout, no two verbs being alike. 


(ii) Swebban. For 6b < f+ j cp. hebban, § 80. Later, this verb | 
also passed over into Class IIT (“Look”), swefian, swe fode, ete. 


(iii) Settan. Like segttan are conjugated all weak verbs 
ending in -ttan, e.g.: 


hwettan, whet endettan, confess 
lettan, hinder dnettan, hasten 
licettan, semulate sarettan, grieve 


Notes. (2) Verbs in -ddan, like hreddan, rescue, syncopate 
like settan in their past forms: hredde, gehredd. 
(3) The polysyllables retain the tt in the sing. imperative: dnette. 


(iv) Lecgan. Like lecgan is conjugated wecegan, agitate, as 
regards the simplification of cg to g; but past wegede, ete, 


87. 2nd and 3rd Sing. Present: Rules for Classes I. 
and II, 


(1) Syncope of ¢ is usual in original long stems ; in original 
short stems only after c, s and ¢, and occasionally after 7 and g. 
Exs.: wénest + wénst, wéned+ wend, d&led + dxlds; enys(e)d from 
enyssan, sett from settan, rec3 from reccan, weed from weccan ; 
seled + sed, leged + legd. 

(2) Consonant-change in consequence of syncope takes 
place according to the rules laid down in § 69, whenever the 
conditions there specified are present. Exs.: (hwegteS>) hwett 
from hwettan ; fylled > fyld from fyllan ; cgSeS > c75(8) from cyan; 
lxdest > l&tst, leded > lxt(t) from lédan ; hyded > hyt(t) from hgdan; 
Sorielded > forielt from forieldan ; wended > went from wendan, and 
80 on, 
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88. Past Tense.—Verbs that form their past tense by 
adding -de immediately to the root-syllable (including therefore 
all original long stems; see § 83) are subject to the following 
rules : 


(1) Double root-finals are simplified: Gfierran, Gfierde; 
cennan, cendz:; fyllan, fylde. 


(2) After a voiceless root-final, c, p(p), t, ”, ff; ss, -de>-te: 


Past Past 
drencan, give to drink drencte slépan, sleep slaepte 
dyppan, dip dypte métan, find métte 

_liexan, shine liexte pyffan, puff pyfte 
cyssan, kiss cyste 


(3) After a consonant -dde > -de and -tte > -te: 
ondwyrdan, answer ondwyrde awéstan, lay waste awéste 


sendan, send sende feestan, fasten feeste 


(4) ®%d>dd in later texts: cydan (make known), cde and 
cijdde. 


(5) Verbs in consonant +1, n, 7, should have syllabic J, n, 7, 
in the past, but more frequently they take the ending -ede or -ode: 


seglan, sail seglde bytlan, budld bytlede 
efnan, perform efnde + efnede 
timbran, build timbrede, timbrode, 


WNemnan (name) loses n: nemde ( + nemnode). 
Norz. Later, these verbs formed presents also according to Class III 
(‘f Look”): timbrian, etc. 


(6) Apparently in imitation of verbs in Class II., verbs in ¢ 
sometimes take ht for ct in the past tense and past part. : 


Past PP. 
dlecc(e)an, flatter dlecte + dlehte 
néalxc(e)an, approach néalzcte + -lehte 
iec(e)an, increase iecte + iehte geieced + geieht 


dryce(e)an, oppress drycte + dryhte gedrycced 
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89. Past Participle. 


(i) Uninflected. The uninflected pp. usually ends in -ed; 
but (a) after a vowel -ded as a rule>d(d), and -ted > i(t), while 
(0) after consonant +d or ¢, the ending -ed was often dropped. 


Thus we find 

(a) txlan, blame pp. getzled (+ getzeld) 
netan, annoy genzt(t) 
tobredan, scatter tobraed(d) 
ledan, lead gelzed(e)(d)* 
getadmédan, humble geéadméd(e)(d)* 
underdiedan, subdue under@ied(e)(d)? 

(b) begyrdan, surround begyrd(e)(d)? 
scieldan, shield gescield(ed) 
sendan, send gesend(ed) 
ondwyrdan, answer geondwyrd 
befzestan, secure befeest 
atyhtan, entece atyht 


(ii) Inflected. In original short stems there is syncope of ¢ 
only after d, ¢. In original long stems, syncope of e is usual 
before a termination beginning with a vowel ; but unsyncopated 
forms are also common, except after d, t. After a voiceless 
consonant d>t as in the past tense. Exs. : 


Uninflected Inflected (ppl.) 
Short cnyssan, knock gecnysed gecnysede 
settan, set geset(t) gesette 
Long fyllan, fill gefylled gefylde 
cydan, make known gecyded gecydde (later 
gecydde) 
nemnan, name genemned genem(ne)de 
besencan, immerse besenced * besencte 
awiergan, cwrse awierged awierg(e)de 
ledan, lead gelzed(e)(d) geliedde. 


Of course pps. that syncopate in the uninflected form (nom. sing.) 
remain syncopated in inflection. 


1 That is, the three extant forms are ge8aSméaded, getaSmedd, geéaSméad. 
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Class II (“ Tell”). 


90. A small class of about twenty verbs, with roots ending 
in ¢, g, /, originally joined the endings of the past tense and past 
participle immediately to the root-syllable, i.e. without an inter- 
vening 7. In consequence, whereas the vowel of the present is 
mutated, the past forms usually retain the unmutated vowel. 
Roots ending in ¢ or g had (from the Germanic period) At in the 
past tense and past participle. Below are the principal parts of 
the chief of these verbs, divided into (a) original short stems, 
(6) original long stems. 


Infin. Past Bir 
(a) cwellan, kell ewealde (§ 137) gecweald 
sellan, give sealde geseald 
stellan, place stealde gesteald 
tellan, tell tealde geteald 
ewecc(e)an, shake eweahte (§ 137) gecweaht 
drecc(e)an, vex dreahte gedreaht 
lece(e)an, moisten leahte geleaht 
recc(e)an, explain reahte gereaht 
strece(e)an, stretch streahte gestreaht 
Secc(e)an, cover Seahte gedeaht 
wece(e)an, wake weahte -  geweaht 
bycg(e)an, buy bohte (§ 129) geboht 
(o) bepéc(e)an, deceive bepzxhte bepxht 
reec(e)an, reach rehte gereht 
txc(e)an, teach tzhte getzht 
| [réc(e)an>|recc(e)an, reck_rohte 
séc(e)an, seek sohte gesoht 
wyre(e)an, work worhte (§ 129) geworht 
denc(e)an, think Sdhte (§ 152) gedoht 
5 Sync(e)an, seem Suhte gedaht 
~ breng(e)an, bring brohte (§ 152) gebroht 


W. 7 
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Norges. (1) For the intrusive e, so often found wherever ¢ or g was 
originally followed by j, see § 34, N. 6. 


(2) Verbs in -gcc frequently borrow the ¢ of the pres. in the past tense 
and pp., even in EWS.: lehte, rehte, gereht, etc. 


(3) The usual past forms of bep&can, r&can, t#can, have borrowed the 
vowel of the present, but rahte, tahte and -taht occur in EWS. 


(4) For brengan, the strong bringan (rare pp. brungen) of Class IIIb 
(“Drink”), is more often found. 


(5) Occasional pps. according to Class I. are met with, such as onstgled, 
geteled. 


(6) Itis exceedingly good practice for the student to explain, by the aid 
of Part II., the relations between the vowels of the present and those of the 
past forms of these verbs. It is therefore not done for him here, but the 
following notes may help him in some of the chief difficulties : 

cwellan etc.—there is no breaking in OH, before l1<1+j (§ 137). 

Sencan—dohte <*Sahte<Germanic banhta; so bréhte. 


Syncan—Siuhte<Germanic punhta, with lengthening (as above) in com- 
pensation for the loss of the nasal. 


Paradigms: (a) Original short stems, éellan. 


(6) Original long stems, sécan. 


Present Indicative. 


Sing. 1. telle séce 
2. tel(e)st séc(e)st 
3. tel(e)d S&c(e)3 
Plur. tellad sécad 


PresEnt Subjwnetive, 
Sing. telle 
Plur. tellen 


séce 


sécen 


ca 
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Pasr Indicative. 


Sing. 1. tealde sdhte 
2: tealdest sohtest 
3. tealde sohte 

Plur. tealdon sodhton 


Past Subjunctive. 


Sing. tealde sohte 

Plur. tealden sodhten 
Imperative. 

Sing. 2. tele ste 

Plur, 2. tellad sécad 
Infinitive. 

Dat. (td) tellanne sécanne 
Participles. 

Pres, tellende sécende 

Past. geteald gesoht 


Notes. (7) It is obvious that the only important difference 
between the above paradigms and those of § 83 is in the change 
of vowel in the past forms of tellan and sécan. R 

(8) Like tgllan are conjugated all the original short stems, 
i.e. stems with a short vowel followed by a doubled consonant 
(«consonant +7); like sécan, all the original long stems, i.e. those 
with a long vowel, and those with a short vowel followed by two 
(different) consonants. 


7—2 
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Class III (« Look”). 


91. The verbs of this class are very numerous ; so are those 
of Class I.; together they outnumber all the other classes, 
strong and weak. ‘Look”-verbs all have infinitive in -can 
(except the few contracted verbs in -gan= jan): the root-vowel 
is mutated only in the case of a few late formations, from nouns 
and adjs. with mutated vowels, such as endian, to end, from gnde, 
and grénian, to become green, from gréne. 


Paradigm : locian, look. 


Present Past 
Indicative. 
Sing. 1. locie locode 
2. locast locodest 
3. locad lécode 
Plur. lociad / ldcodon (-edon) 
Subjunctive. 
Sing. lécie lécode 
Plur. ldcien ldcoden 
Imperative. 
loca, lociad 
Infinitive. 
locian, daé. -anne 
Participles. 
lociende geldcod 


Norrs. (1) Note that the -a3, which in every other class ® 
marks the pres. plural, here marks the 3rd sing. pres., while the 
plural has -2a5. 


(2) “The present stems of this class originally ended in -djo, which did 
not cause mutation of the root-vowel; hence the rarity of mutated root- 
vowels in these verbs. The original j is preserved not only in the contracted 
verbs, but in the common variants ige for te and iga, igea for ia: locige, 
locigen, locigende, locig(e)aS, locig(e)an. 

(3) For -ode, -od, we find less frequently -ade, -ude, -ad, -ud, rarely -ede, 
-ed, 
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92. Contracted Verbs. 


Paradigms : fréog(e)an, love ; sméag(e)an, consider. 


PRESENT Indicative. 


Sing. 1. fréoge sméage 
2. fréost sméast 
3. fréo3 sméavd 
Plur. fréog(e)ad sméag(e)ad 
Present Subjunctive. 
Sing. fréoge sméage 
Plur. fréogen sméagen 


Past Indicative. 


Sing. 1. fréode sméade 
24, fréodest sméadest 
3. fréode sméade 

Plur. fréodon sméadon 


Past Subjunctive. 


Sing. fréode sméade 

Plur. fréoden sméaden 
Imperative, 

Sing. 2. fréo sméa 

Plur, 2. fréog(e)ads sméag(e)ad 
Infinitive. ( {oa 

fréog(e)an sméag(e)an, Sméan 

Partveiples. 

Pres. fréogende sméagende 

Past. gefréod gesméad 


The following verbs are conjugated 
like fréogan : like sméagan 
feogan, hate dréagan, rebuke 
téogan, ordain 
twéogan, doubt 
Scog(e)an, shoe, has past scdde, pp. gescdd. 
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Class IV: Mixed Verbs. 


93. Here belong a few verbs which are conjugated partly 
like Class I. and partly like Class III. Sylg(e)an, folgian, follow, 
is completely conjugated according to both classes: past fylgde, 
folgode, etc. The four verbs habban, have, libban, live, segcg(e)an, 
say, and Aycg(e)an, think, are given in full below, with the parts 
that belong to each class in separate columns. 


Class I. Class III. Class I. Class III. 
PRESENT Jndicative. 
Sing. 1. heebbe libbe 
: heefst hafast liofast 
S¥ hefs hafas liofas 
Plur. abbad libbad 
heebbad 
PRESENT Subjunctive 
Sing. heebbe libbe 
Plur. hebben libben 
Past Indicative. 
Sing. 1. heefde lifde 
2. heefdest lifdest 
3. heefde lifde 
Plur. hefdon lifdon 
Past Subjunctive. 
Sing. heefde lifde 
Plur. heefden lifden 
Imperative. 
Sing. 2. hafa liofa 
Plur, 2. abbad libbav 
heebbay 
Infinitive 
habban libban 
Participles 
Pres. habbende libbende lifiende 


Past. gehefd gelifd 
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Class I. Class III. Class I. Class III, 
Present Indicative. 
Sing. 1. secge hycge 
2. seegst, segst sagast hyg(e)st hogast 
3. segs, segs sagad hyg(e)d hoga’ 
Plur. secg(e)ad hycg(e)ad 
Present Subjunctive. 
Sing. secge hycge 
Plur. secgen hycgen 
Past Indicative. 
~ Sing. 1. segde, sede (§ 98. 2) hogde hogode 
2. seegdest, szdest hogdest hogodest 
3. seegde, szde hogde hogode 
Plur. seegdon, szedon hogdon hogedon 
Past Subjunctive. 
Sing. seegde, sade hogde hogode 
Plur. segden, seeden hogden hogoden 
Imperative. 
Sing. 2. sege saga hoga 
Plur. 2. secg(e)ad hycg(e)av 
Infinitive. 
secg(e)an hycg(e)an 
Participles. 
Pres. secgende hycgende 
Past. geseegd, geszed gehogod 


Notes. (1) To Class III. belong originally only the 2nd and 3rd 
sing. pres. indic. and the 2nd sing. imperative, to Class I. all the other 
present forms. The past was formed by adding -de, the past part. by 
adding -d, immediately to the root-syllable, and therefore not strictly 
on the analogy of any class; but the original past forms are given. 
under Class I., because they closely resemble those of that class, 


(2) A negative form of habban is formed by prefixing ne: nabban, 
nefde, genefd ; which is conjugated throughout like habban. 
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(3) Present forms of libban with fi, fg, for bb, lifian, lifgan, etc., are not 
uncommon, but are properly dialectal. Zo regularly replaces io in later 
forms, leofa%, etc., and then we have past forms leofode, geleofod. 


(4) Zewan, show, Class I., has also an infin. éowian, Class III., and an 
odd combination of the two Gowan. The following forms occur in EWS.: 


Injin. iewan éowian éowan 
3rd sing. pres. iew(e)8 éowad éowed 
3rd pl. iewad éowiad 

Subj. pres. iewe éowi(g)e 

Past. iewde (LWS. éowode) €owde 
Past part. geiewed (pl. geiewde) geéowod 


94. How to tell the Class of a Weak Verb. 


We are now in a position to tell the class of any weak verb 
without difficulty (apart from the uncertainty due to verbs of 
Class I. passing over to Class III., see §§ 85, 86, 88). 

(2) The verbs of Class II. (“Tell”) and Class IV. (Mixed) 
are all mentioned in §§ 90, 93; the only uncertainty therefore is 
between Classes I. and ITI. 


(0) Verbs in -an belong to Class I. ; 


ee ULTU, 55 » 9g LIL, except those named in 
§ 85 (all short stems). 


(c) Verbs with mutated root-vowel belong to Class I. ; 
- » unmutated ,, RE; 3 eee 


but a few long stems in -tan belonging to Olass III., such as 
endian, have a mutated vowel as explained in § 91. 


III. PAST-PRESENT VERBS. 


95. There are twelve verbs in OE. whose presents are old 
strong past tenses, from which new weak past tenses have been 
formed. Hence they are often called “ Preteritive-Present ” 
and also “Strong-Weak ” verbs. Their past tenses are conjugated 
like those of regular weak verbs. Their presents retain two 
traces of the older conjugation of strong past tenses, in the 2nd 
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sing. in -t without change of vowel, and in the mutated vowel 
of the subjunctive (although, through leveling, unmutated vowels 
occur more frequently). Other present parts, infinitive, imperative, 
etc., were formed from the past-present plural, but in most of 
these verbs some parts are missing. Above each verb is stated 
the gradation class to which its past-present belongs, but in some 
instances there have been changes from the original stem-vowels. 
Infinitives in square brackets are not found. 


I (“Shine”), II (‘*Creep”), III (‘‘Drink’’). 
eran 
Present Lndicative. 
“ Sing. 1. wit, know ag (ah), possess  déag (déah), avail gn(n), grant 


2. wast ahst 
3. wat ag (ah) déag (déah) gn(n) 
Plur. — witon agon dugon unnon 
Present Subjunctive. 
Sing. wite age dyge, duge unne 
Plur. witen agen dygen, dugen unnen 
Past Lndicative. 
Sing. 1. wiste ahte dohte tide 
2. wistest ahtest dohtest avest 
3. wiste ahte dohte ade 
Plur.  wiston ahton dohton tidon 
5 Past Subjunctive. 
Sing. — wiste ahte dohte tide 
Plur.  wisten ahten dohten aden 
Imperative. 
Sing. 2. wite age (ge)unne 
Plur, 2. witad agad unnad 
Lnfimiive. 
witan agan dugan unnan 
Participles. 
Pres. witende agende ~ dugende unnende 


Past.  (ge)witen agen (adj.), own geunnen 
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III (“Drink”). III (‘‘Help”’). IV (‘‘Bear”). 
reo TOO 


PRESENT Indicative. 


Sing. 1. cgn(n), dear(r), dare Bearf, need  (ge)mgn, remember 


know (how to) 
2. const = dearst dearft (ge)monst 
3. cgn(n) dearr dearf (ge)mon 
Plur, cunnon durron Surfon (ge)munon (-ad3) 


Present Subjunctive. 


Sing. cunne dyrre,durre dyrfe, Surfe (ge)myne, (ge)mune 
Plur. cunnen dyrren,durren dyrfen, Surfen (ge)mynen, (ge)munen 


Past Indicative. 


Sing. 1. cide —_ dorste sorfte (ge)munde 
2. cidest  dorstest dorftest (ge)mundest 
3. cide dorste dorfte (ge)munde 

Plur. ciiSon —_ dorston Yorfton (ge)mundon 


Past Subjunctive. 


Sing. cide dorste vorfte (ge)munde 
Plur. ciiden _ dorsten dorften (ge)munden 
Imperative. 
Sing. 2. (ge)mun(e) 
Plur, 2. (ge)munay 
Infinitive. 
cunnan [durran] durfan (ge)munan 
Participles. 
Pres. dearfende (ge)munende 
Past. oa (ge)munen 
cad (adj.), known 
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Sing. 1. 
. scealt 
. sceal 


Pilur. 


Pres. 
Past. 


Notes. 


IV (‘Bear’). 


sceal, must 


sculon, sceolon 


scyle, scule 
scylen, sculen 


sc(e)olde 


. sc(e)oldest 
. sce(e)olde 


sc(e)oldon 


sc(e)olde 
sc(e)olden 


sculan 


VERBS. 
V (‘‘Tread’’), 
Ee rvm™m-. 
Present Indicative. 
meg, can 3rd pers. 
meaht, miht only 
meg be-, ge-neah, 
suffices 
magon -nugon 
Present Subjunctive. 
mege -nuge 
megen -nugen 
Past Indicative. 
meahte, mikte 
meahtest, mihtest 
meahte, mihte -nohte 
meahton, mihton -nohton 
Past Subjunctive. 
meahte, mihte -nohte 
meahten, mihten -nohten 
Imperative. 
Infinitive. 
[magan] [-nugan]) 
Participles. 
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VI (‘‘Fare”). 


mot, may 
most 
mot 


mdton 


mote 
moten 


mdste 
mostest 
mdoste 


mdoston 


mdste 
mosten 


[modtan]} 


(1) For witan, etc., we find in EWS. wiotan, wietan, etc. 


(by o-mutation). Another form of the past tense in EWS. is wisse. 
The negative form of witan is nytan, with y throughout, 


(2) Agan has a negative form nagan, nah, ete. 
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Iv. ANOMALOUS VERBS. 


§ 96 


96. Four anomalous verbs in OE. are of very frequent 
occurrence: (a) béon, wesan, be; (b) don, do; (¢) gan, go; 


(a) willan, will, 


(a) Béon, wesan, be. 


Present 
Indicative. 
Sing. 1. eom béo 
2. eart bist 
3h is bid 
Plur. sind, sint, béos 
si(e)ndon 
Subjunctive. 
Sing. sie béo 
Plur. sien béon 
Imperative. 
wes, wesad béo, btod 
Infinitive. 
wesan béon, dat. béonne 
Participles. 
wesende béonde 


Past 


wes 
were 
wees 


weron 


were 
Wweeren 


wanting 


Norss. (1) The forms of this verb beginning with a vowel 
and all the past tense are compounded with ne, not: neom, nis, 


nxs, NXron, etc. 


(2) The -m of com is almost the sole reminder of the fact that all these 
anomalous verbs once belonged to the class of verbs in -mi (cp. Greek 


ul, rLOnut). 


(3) The above verb is from three distinct roots: the forms beginning 
with b from one, those with w from a second, and all the others from a 


third. 


§ 96 
(6) Don, do. 


Present 

Sing. 1. do 

2, dést 

3. des 
Plur. dds 
Sing. do 
Plur. don 

dé, dos 


VERBS, 


Indicative. 


Subjunctive. 


Imperative. 


Infinitive. 


dén, dat. donne 


donde 
(c) Gan, go. 
Sing. 1. ga 
2. geest 
3. geo 
Plur. gad 
Sing. ga 
Plur. gan 
ga, gas 


gan, dat. ganne 


gande 


Participles. 


Indicative. 


Subjunctive. 


Imperative. 


Infinitive. 


Participles. 


Past 


dyde- 
dydest 
dyde 


dydon 


dyde 
dyden 


gedon 


éode 
éodest 
éode 


éodon 


éode 
éoden 


gegan 
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Norn. (4) With this verb cp. the reduplicating verb gongan 
(§ 79), with which it is synonymous. 
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(d) Willan, will. 


Present Past 
Indicative. 
Sing, 1. wille, wile wolde 
Se wilt woldest 
3. wile, wille wolde 
Plur. willad woldon 
Subjunctive. 
Sing. wil(l)e wolde 
Plur. willen wolden 
Imperative. 
Plur. 2. willad (neg. nylla’, nella’) 
Infinitive. 
willan 
Participle. 
willende 


Note. (5) Willan unites with ne to form a negative verb, which 
has y or ¢ for 7 throughout the present: nyl(l)e, nel(l)e, nolde, etc. 


PART IT. PHONOLOGY. 


97. In this Part the attempt is made to give such an 
account of the principal sound-changes that took place between 
the Germanic period and the end of the Old English period, 
as will suffice for the intelligent comprehension of the Accidence 
in Part I. While no difficulty has been shirked, it goes without 
saying that many difficulties are excluded from the scope of 
an elementary text-book. The limits and order of exposition 
adopted it will be convenient to state succinctly here. Attention 
is given almost exclusively to the vowels of stressed syllables ; 
the vowels of unstressed syllables are included only so far as they 
are essential to the understanding of the changes in stressed 
vowels ; a few paragraphs are devoted to the most important 
changes in consonants. No more is said about changes that 
took place between Indo-Germanic and Germanic (see the table, 
§ 1), or during the Germanic period, than is necessary for the 
explanation of subsequent changes. A few developments mani- 
fested after the Early West Saxon period are mentioned for the 
sake of completeness, but in each case it is clearly indicated that 
they are late. 

The order of exposition is this: (a) Starting with the 
Germanic system of stressed vowels, we find the normal equi- 
valent of each vowel-sound in OE., which gives us the series of 
OE. primary vowels (§§ 100—112). These are then included 
in a comparative table with those of other Germanic languages 
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($113). (b) The sound-changes, which produced the secondary or 
derivative vowels, are next dealt with separately, and examples 
given under each head (§§ 114—62). (c) The upward history 
of each OE. stressed vowel and diphthong, both primary and 
secondary, is given in tabular form (§ 163). (d) The principal 
phenomena seen in the development of the OE. consonants are 
briefly set forth (§§ 164—9). 


STRESSED VOWELS. 


A. DOWNWARD HISTORY.—OE. Primary Vowels. 


98. At the close of the Germanic period, ie. before the 
death of the parent language in giving birth to dialects which 
became the Germanic languages, the system of stressed vowels 
was as follows: 


1a, e,19,0?,u; a, &,6,1%,0,7%; ai, au, eu (iu), 


Norzs. (1) Thisi includes, not only original i, but thez that arose from 
e in the Germanic period, (a) before nasal+ consonant, whence the difference 
of vowel in OE. drincan and helpan belonging to the same class of strong 
verbs; (b) before i or j in the same or the next syllable, whence the difference 
of vowel in OK. biddan (<bedjan) and the past part. gebeden. 


(2) Germanic nad lost original 0, as may be seen by a comparison of 
Lat. hortus with Gothic yards, Eng. yard. Hyery Germanic o in stressed 
syllables, then, had arisen during the Germanic period in accordance with 
the following important law: earlier Germanic w>o under the influence of 
original o or a in the next syllable; but if (a) nasal+consonant or (b) ¢ or 7 
intervened, u was protected from change. This law has the most marked 
and important bearings on OE, phonology. Thus, on (a) depends the 
difference between such OL. past parts. as gedruncen (Class 3b) and all strong 
past parts. with root-vowel o (Classes 2, 3a, 4). For the vowel of the ending 
-en was a in Germanic, and this, according to the law, caused the change 
w>o in all strong past parts. where wu was not protected by nasal + consonant. 
Again, on a knowledge of (b) depends the understanding of OF. i-mutation, 
For whereas in OH, gold, being an o-stem, the original u of the root>o in 
Germanic under the influence of the following 0; in the derivative adjective 


1 The numbers in brackets refer to the notes. 
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gylden, the original 7 of the ending -en (<in) protected the w of the root 
from change until the period of the OE. i-mutation. 


(3) Similarly, Germanic had lost original @, as may be seen by com- 
paring Lat. frdter with OE. brdSor. Every Germanic @ in stressed syllables 
had arisen in the Germanic period from a+nh which >&+h, with com- 
pensatory lengthening for the loss of the nasal. Thus Germanic @ is found 
only before h. 

(4) In the same way Germanic i+nh>7+h, 

and Ps ut+tnh>ith; 
but, unlike @, these are not the only 7 and @ in Germanic, 
(5) Germanic iw<eu, just as i<e, before i or 7. Hence no Germanic e 


or ew, but 7 and iu, came down to prehistoric OH, in words in which there 
_ was originally a following 7 or j. 


99. The West Germanic (see § 1) system of stressed vowels 
differed in only one particular from that of Germanic: 


Germanic @> West Germanic 4, 
but 


oP) a> ” ” a. 


Apart from this last vowel, it is immaterial whether we make 
Germanic or West Germanic the point from or to which we trace 
the OE. vowels. In dealing with this particular vowel due care 
must be taken. With this caution we proceed to trace seriatim 
the normal developments of the Germanic vowels as given in § 98. 
It must be borne in mind that all changes in stressed vowels that 
come under the special phenomena dealt with in § 114 foll. are 
excluded from §§ 100—13. 


100. (West) Germanic a> (i) OE. a, (ii) OH. 2. 


(i) OE. a is found, i.e. Germanic @ remains, in open 
syllables (i.e. before a single consonant) followed by a guttural 
vowel (a, 0, u) or by an e or 7 weakened from o or w: faran, 
to go, and the other verbs of the 6th strong class; gafol, tax; 
laSung, invitation ; ladian (i <6), invite. . 

Norres. (1) OE. a@ is rarely found in closed syllables: 
habban; nabban; appla, plur. of xppel, apple; assa, ass; asce, 
ashes ; and a few less common words. 

Ww. 8 
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(2) OE. a is always found in the imperative sing. of strong 
verbs of Class 6: far from faran. 


(ii) In most other instances—apart from the special influences 
and sound-changes which are dealt with in § 114 foll—a>e. 
This must be regarded as the normal development, just as that of 
Gisto #. It is the rule in closed syllables, and before an e which 
is not weakened from o or w: dzg, day ; fxt, vessel; blzc, black ; 
ber, tred, and the other past sings. of the 4th and 5th strong 
classes; hence in mzg, can, a “past-present” of the 5th class; 
bregd, past of bregdan, brandish (§ 74, e. £.); dexges, dexge, etc. ; 
fader (e <a); xcer, field ; fxger, fair. 


Notre. (3) OE. 2 is steadfast in the gen. and dat. sing. 
of masculine and neuter nouns of the ordinary declension, such 
as deg, fet, above; but in all open syllables of adjectives and 
verbs where # would be normal, a is carried over from forms 
where a is normal: wate, instrumental masc, and neut. sing. and 
nom. acc. mase. pl. of hwet, active; hwates, gen. sing. masc. and 
neuter, on the analogy of hwatu, hwata, hwatwm; so fare, faren, . 
Jarende, following faran, etc. Occasionally this a for & is found 
in nouns: e.g. hwales for hweles. 

101. (W.) Germ. e often remains in OF. ; e.g. in many verbs 
of the 3rd, 4th and 5th strong classes, such as helpan, beran, 
brecan, tredan, pp. getreden; and in feld, field; helm, helmet; 
weg, way, etc. 


102. (W.) Germ. i (see § 98, Note 1) often remains in OE.; 
e.g. in the past plural and past part. stems of strong verbs of the 
Ist Class: scine, scinon, gescinen, etc.; in the prons. te, ine, hit; 
in the “past-present” verb witan; in %, is; in ise, fish; 
micel, great, etc.; in verbs of the strong Class IIIb (“ Drink”): 
drincan, winnan, fight, etc. ; in blind, blind; in the 2nd and 
3rd sing. of strong verbs of the 3rd, 4th and 5th Classes: 
hilpst, hilpd from helpan ; bir(e)st, bir(e)3 from beran ; itst, itt from 
etam ; and in “weak presents” of the 5th Class of strong verbs ; 
biddan, ask; sittan, etc 
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Norss. (1) (W.) Germ. i has weakened to e in mec, me, and in several 
other pronominal forms in which the e was subsequently lengthened, e.g, 
mé, to me, me (see § 161). 

(2) OE. i is replaced by y (sometimes e) in the negative forms of witan 
and willan, nytan, nyllan (nellan), etc., and occasionally in other words, 
especially in LWS. Cp. the replacement of HWS. ie by LWS. y (§ 116). 


103. (W.) Germ. 0 (see § 98, N. 2) usually remains in OE.; 
e.g. in past parts. of Classes II., IIIa. and IV, of strong verbs: 
geboden, geholpen, geboren; and in 


gold, gold wolc(e)n, cloud folgian, to follow 
scop, bard scotung, shot ofer, over 
corn, corn 


and many other words. 


Nore. (W.) Germ. o>w in a number of words, e.g. 


sugu, sow wull, wool lufian, to love 

fugol, bird bucca, buck cnucian, to knock 

full, full rust, rust ufan, above 

lufu, love wulf, wolf furdor, further (cp. 
Jord) 


For this change no reason has been assigned. 


104. (W.) Germ. u often remains ; e.g. in past plurals of 
the 2nd and 3rd Classes of strong verbs: budon, hulpon, druncon; 
in past parts. of Class IIIb. : gedruncen; and in 

 gunu, son hungor, hunger une, (to) us two 
grund, ground burg, stronghold lungre, quickly 


Norz. (W.) Germ. w>o in the stressed prefix or- (out of, 
without) ; e.g. 
orlege, war orsorg (= Lat. se- cwrus) 
ordone, skill orméd, despondent 


105. Germ. %= W. Germ. 4 (§ 99) > (i) OE. @, (ii) usually 
OE. &. 

(i) OE. @ is found, ie. W. Germ. @ remains, (1) before w: 
e.g, the past plural ete, of séon, sdwon; clawu (claw), tawian 


8—2 
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(prepare), and the foreign word pdawa (peacock). (2) In an 
open syllable before a guttural vowel, interchanging with 2: 
slapan « slZpan, to sleep ; lagon « l&gon, past pl. of legan; ldc- 
nian el&enian (i <6), to heal; magas « mgas, magum « m&gum, 
pl. of mg, kinsman. 

(ii) OE. (WS.) @ is the normal development of Germanic 2 
through W. Germ. d, just as OE. x is of Germ. a (cp. § 100). 
Examples are seen in the past pls. of strong Classes IV. and V.: 
béron, tredon; in some Reduplicating verbs, /%tan, etc.; in the 
privative prefix %-, e.g. men, uninhabited ; and in rd (‘rede’), 
wpn (weapon), str&t (< L. striata), ete. 

Norr. Germanic @ (§ 98, N. 3)>OK. 6; but as this is in 
reality a case of nasal influence it is dealt with in § 152. 


106. (W.) Germ. € is the only letter that passed into 
English without undergoing any change. It is of comparatively 
rare occurrence. Hxs.: her, here; méd, reward; and past tenses 
in é of Reduplicating verbs: ét, slépon, etc. (Sievers). 


107. (W.) Germ, I> OE. 7 in the great majority of instances; 
e.g. all the present parts of strong verbs of Class I.; scinan, scin, 
scinende, etc.; oferdihd (S§ 81 and 98, N. 4) from oferdéon (excel) ; 
lif (life), wis (wise), wisiun (to direct), ete, 


108. (W.) Germ. 0 almost always > OE. 6; e.g. past tenses 
of strong verbs of Class VI.: for, foron; hence in mét (may), a 
“past-present ” of Class VI. ; some Reduplicating verbs : 


blowan, to bloom growan, to grow swogan, to sound 
and in 

dém, doom brdvor, brother swote, sweetly 

wroht, accusation god, good sdhte, sought 


109. (W.) Germ. @ almost always remains in OF; eg 
aorist-presents of the 2nd class of strong verbs: Jdcan (lock), 
bagan (bow), etc.; tun (enclosure), fi (foul), ram (roomy), Suhte 
(see § 98, N. 4) from Syncan (seem). 
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110. (W.) Germ. ai>OE. & usually; e.g. the past sing. of 
the Ist class of strong verbs: stag from stigan (ascend), scén from 
scinan (shine); hence in wat (know), dg (possess), ‘past-presents” 
of Class I.; in some Reduplicating verbs; 


hatan, command lacan, play SWwapan, sweep 
and in ~- 

stan, stone an, one ma, more 

sir, wound hal, hale 


Ill. (W.) Germ. au > OE. 6a usually; e.g. the past sing. of 
strong verbs of Class II.: créap from eréopan (creep), céas from 
_ eéosan (choose) ; hence in déag (avails), a “ past-present” of the 
same class; Reduplicating verbs with root-vowel éa: béatan 
(beat), héawan (hew), ete. ; 


déad, death héah, high éac, eke 
héafod, head gléaw, prudent déah, though 
Gare, car 


112. (W.) Germ. eu>OE. 60 (io) invariably ; e.g. strong 
verbs of Class IL: 


créopan, creep séodan, seethe hréowan, rue ; 
and 

déor, animal Séod, nation getréow, true 

hréow, regret déop, deep séoc, sick 


leoht, light 
alternating with criopan, dior, lioht, Siod, diop, sioc, ete. 
Nores. (1) (W.) Germ. ew occasionally remains unchanged in the 


oldest texts: Seuw=Séow, servant. 


(2) (W.) Germ. iu arose only before i or j (see § 98, N. 5), which 
subsequently caused mutation to te in the OE. period. See § 126. 


113. The following table shows the normal correspondences 
between the stressed vowels of Germanic, Gothic, Icelandic, Old 
High German and Old English. To include in such a table the 
special developments dealt with in the succeeding paragraphs, 
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especially where they are as numerous as in Icelandic and Old 
English, would simply be to rob the table of any use it may have. 


NORMAL CORRESPONDENCES OF STRESSED 
VOWELS. 


Germanic | Gothic Icelandic 


uo (ua) 
ei (@) 
ou (5) 


e0, io (iu) 
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B. THE OLD ENGLISH SOUND-LAWS. 


114. Under the above convenient and comprehensive head- 
ing it is proposed to trace the chief developments of the Germanic 
stressed vowels (apart from the normal correspondences), which 
took place in the OE. period, prehistoric and historic. Under 
this heading are included (a) Changes due to following vowels, 
(6) to neighbouring consonants, (c) to the loss of consonants ; 
(d) Lengthening and Shortening. Following this arrangement 
the laws of sound-change are considered under the following 

~ names: 


(a) I, J- or J-Mutation (Mut.), 
II. U- or O-Mutation (U-Mut.). 
(6) III. Palatal Mutation (Mut. Pal.), 
ITV. Breaking (Brk®). 
V. Glide-Diphthongisation (Glide-Diph.). 
VI. Palatal Diphthongisation (Pal. Diph.). 


VEL » | Monophthongisation (Pal. Mon.). 
VIII. Influence of preceding W (W-Infl.), 

1D.e ; following W (Infl.-W.). 

25 Fa Nasal (Infl.-.). 


(c) XI. Lengthening in compensation for lost Nasal 
(Loss-/V). 


XII. Contraction (Contr.), 
XIII. Lengthening in compensation for loss of G or H 
(Loss-G', Loss-H). 
(d) XIV. Lengthening (Length’). 
XV, Shortening (Short*), 
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The foregoing names (if sometimes clumsy) are significant; 
that is to say, they suggest with sufficient clearness the nature 
of the processes which they denote. The abbreviations in paren- 
theses are convenient substitutes, especially for the longer names, 
and frequently save making a reference. 


115. Empirical Rules. It will not be out of place, before 
the detailed exposition of the Sound-Laws, to insist on a fact that 
is constantly ignored by students. In § 50 rules are given for 
comparing adjectives in OK., and in other places rules, and 
paradigms which are equivalent to rules, are given for the declen- 
sion of nouns, adjectives, and pronouns, and the conjugation of 
verbs. These may be called empirical rules; they are a necessity 
inaccidence. But there is a danger attaching to them; for many 
students conclude, e.g., that the OE. comparative adj. /engra was 
actually formed from the OE. positive long, whereas it descended, 
in accordance with the Sound-Laws, from Gme. Jlangizon. 
Probably there is nothing so important in the whole of 
OE. grammar as this fact: that as a rule every case of noun, 
adjective, and pronoun, every part of every verb, descended from 
its own Germanic ancestor, and was not formed from the OE. 
nominative case or the OH, infinitive. It is necessary to know 
how to conjugate an OE. verb; but the more important thing is 
to know the ancestry of each part. 

Verner’s Law (§ 169) furnishes an excellent illustration of 
what is involved in the above statements. Students often state 
that, e.g. in the conjugation of céosan, the s of the infinitive 
changes to 7 in the past pl. and pp. This is a gross misstatement 
of the facts; for (1) cwron, coren, were not formed from céosan; 
(2) Verner’s Law could not operate when the accent was confined 
to the root syllable, as it was in those three words; (3) the change 
of consonant took place in the past pl. and pp. themselves, and not 
between them and the infinitive. The Early Gme. Ist past pl. 
was kuswmt; by Verner’s Law that became kuswmi > kizumi > 
OR. curon. 
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116. General Statements. It may be well to premise, in 
order to avoid reiteration, 


(1) that EWS. ie (2), ze (2), are invariably replaced in LWS. 
by @ and 2, or y and 9, usually the latter. 


(2) that ¢o and to often replace each other in WS., and 
likewise Zo and 70, but that WS. usually prefers eo and Go, even 
where zo and %o are etymologically correct. But in the following 
sections these diphthongs are used correctly, i.e. 

€0<e, €0<é, 10 <1, <7. 


(3) that WS. represents the sound of g (open 0), for which 
_ it had no distinct sign, by a or by 0, but in this book the sign 9 
is used uniformly, 


MUTATION (Umlaut). 


117. Mutation may be defined as the influence exerted 
upon a stressed vowel by the vowel of a following (usually the 
next) syllable in the same word, or rarely by a consonant (Mut. 
Pal.) immediately following, by which influence the vowel-sound 
of the stressed syllable is modified in anticipation of, and there- 
fore in the direction of, the following sound. It is therefore a 
process of the economy of speech. The vocal organs, for example, 
eased the effort of transition from a guttural to a palatal vowel 
by partially palatalising the guttural vowel, as in @ >. 


There are three kinds of mutation in OE. : 

I. J- or J-Mutation, called briefly /-Mutation or simply 
Mutation, which was caused by a following 7 or 7 in the same 
word. 

II. U- or O-Mutation, called briefly U-Mutation, which was 
caused by a following w or o in the same word. 

III. Palatal Mutation, which was caused by a palatal con- 
sonant immediately following. 
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L J-Mourartion. 


118. J-Mutation is the influence exerted by a following 7 
or j upon the vowel-sound of a stressed syllable, by which that 
sound is partially assimilated to the sound of the mutating letter. 
In this mutation, the mutating sounds being palatal, the effect is 
a palatalisation, i.e. the replacement of a less palatal vowel by a 
more palatal vowel in every instance. The 7 or 7 that caused the 
mutation has either disappeared or weakened to e in most cases 
in historic OE.; exceptions, however, are seen in such verbs as 
nerian=nerjan (§ 85), and in some adjs., eg. hefig (heavy), 
wielisc (foreign) ; while numerous traces of mutating 2 and 7 have 
been pointed out in the Accidence. On the other hand, the 7 in 
verbs of the 3rd weak class (“Look”), lacian, lufian, is a weaken- 
ing of 6, and therefore does not cause i-mutation (see § 91). 


Mutation and Gradation. Mutation is a perfectly simple 
phenomenon; but the subject has been obscured and confused by 
its being classed and explained side by side with Gradation, with 
which it has no conceivable connection except by way of contrast. 
Gradation is a relation of different vowels in words derived from 
one root existing side by side at the same time; Mutation is a 
change of vowel in one and the same word, which at one period, 
therefore, had one vowel-sound, and at a later time another (the 
mutated vowel). Gradation is a relation of different vowels to 
one another ; Mutation is a change in the history of one vowel. 


119. Mutation explained. Great confusion has resulted 
from loose ideas and statements as to the epoch when derivative 
words were formed. This is an important point and must be 
cleared up once for all. From the OE. noun gold, it is said, 
was formed an adjective gylden, thus: gold+in>gylden. Un- 
fortunately, the OE. ¢-mutation of o is g, and if therefore the 
above adjective had been an OF. formation at all, it would have 
been gelden, not gylden. Again, from an OF. noun *wunse was 
formed, it is said, a verb wyscan (wish), thus: wnse + tan 
> wunscian > wiscian > wyscan; but, unfortunately, the OE, 
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noun *wwnse never existed, in all probability. Even Sievers 
allows himself to speak of the i-mutation of ¢o and éo, although 
he himself states quite clearly elsewhere “that the e of the Indo- 
European Parent Speech was regularly changed to Germanic i 
when the next syllable contained an 7 or j',” that is to say, in 
every word, in which OF. i-mutation could possibly take place, 
Germanic e and ew>% and iu, which in the pre-mutation period 
of OE. > to and to (and not, accurately, eo and éo). 


The truth is simply this: most OE. derivative words are not 
OE. formations at all, as we know from their existing in one or 
more of the cognate languages and therefore also in the parent 
Germanic. Many of them are of immemorial antiquity. This is 
just as true of the 2nd and 3rd sing. pres. of verbs as of the 
principal parts. From the remote ancestor of hatan, e.g., there 
had once been formed a 8rd sing. pres. something likehaiteti. 
Once formed, this word had an independent existence and came 
under sound-laws which did not affect hdtan. It reached the OE. 
pre-mutation period in the form AatiS> OE. hz#tt. So with the 
other words named above. Gylden and the OHG. guldin prove 
the existence of a Germanic parent adjective, whose 7 preserved 
the radical w from change to o (§ 98, N. 2) until the OE. 
¢mutation period. OE. wyscan and OHG. wunsken prove the 
existence of a Germanic wunskjan, from which of course wiscan 
is directly descended, and not from an OE. *wunse, the fictitious 


parent of a verb with real Que Germanic blood in its veins. 
ry WA? fart ‘ 


120. We have already seen that there was Sir may be? 


called a Germanic z-mutation (§ 98, N. 1, 5), by which e>7 and 
eu>twu. There is therefore no OE. mutation e>7%; every such 
change, as in hilp(e)d, 3rd sing. of helpan, bir(e)d of beran, tritt of 
tredan, in biddan and the other “ weak presents” of the “Tread” 
class (cp. pp. gebeden), had already occurred in Germanic. But 
this Germanic 7 could and did, in some words, suffer “ breaking ” 
to io, and then underwent in OE. a second ¢-mutation, viz. io > te, 


1 Sievers’ OZ. Grammar, Cook’s translation, § 45. 


t $e 
WL) 4 


¢ 
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An example is seen in Germanic herdjo> hirdjo> OE. *htordjo > 
hierde, herdsman. Similarly ew underwent double mutation, 
first in Germanic, then in OE.: ew> iu > OE. t0>%e. 

J-Mutation in OE. can follow Breaking, Pal. Diph., Infl.-J, 
Loss-W, and Contraction, and can itself be followed by Infl.-W, 
and Loss-G-H. Mutated forms of English proper names, such as 
Kent, Temes, prove that J-Mutation is to be dated after the 
Saxon Conquest. Pogatscher suggests about the year 600 a.p. 

The results of J-Mutation in OE. may conveniently be shown 
as follows : 


(i) (a>)@ >@ (2) (ii) a >s 
(iii) ea >ie (iv) éa > Ie 
(v) io >ie (vi) (@u>)Io > Ie 
(vii) 9,0>¢ (viii) 0 >6 
(ix) Us eS.y: (x) UF ess a7, 


121. (i) (a>)e@>¢@. In positions in which original a 
could suffer /-Mutation, it had already become 2 or g (§§ 100 (ii), 
148) before the /-Mutation period (except as stated in Note 2). 


Examples: lecgan (lay), ep. leg, past sing. of licgan; settan 
(set), cp. set, past sing. of sittan ; tellan, cp. talu (tale); nerian 
(to save) ; mete (meat), an istem; hell, a j-stem; and “weak 
presents” of the “Fare” class: Agbban (raise), cp. pp. gehafen ; 
scgddan (injure), and swerian (swear). 

Notes. (1) @ instead of ¢ is regularly found in the 2nd 
and 38rd sing. pres. of strong verbs of Class VI.: ferst, ferd, from 
Jaran ; in the mutated past parts, of the same Class, geferen ce 
gefaren, etc. ; in hefst, hxfS, from habban ; in sexgst, sxg¥d c segst, 
seg, from secgan ; in steppan c steppan; and uniformly in festan 
(secure), hxftan (imprison), ete. 

(2) The influence of the ¢ (but not j) of a final syllable 
penetrated to the initial syllable and caused mutation, if the 
second syllable was short and had a guttural vowel, Exs, 


§§ 122—125 SOUND-LAWS. 125 


adele (<*aduli), noble ; gexdeling (<*gaduling), relative ; t0-gxdere 
(< *gaduri), together. 


122. (ii) @>%. Exs.: l&%dan (lead), cp. Ja3, past of 
lidan (go) ; lzfan (leave), cp. laf, past of lifan (remain); l&ran 
(teach), cp. lar (teaching) ; b/#wd, 3rd sing. of blawan (blow) ; 
dil (part), an ¢-stem ; /#wan (betray). 

Nore. OH. (WS.) #, the normal equivalent of Germanic # (W. Germ. 4), 


is not subject to i-mutation. Hence it is not obvious that dd, deed, is an 
i-stem, and that l&ce, leech, and mre, great, are j-stems. 


123. (iii) ea>i(e). Examples: Ai(e)li, wiexd, 3rd sing. 
pres. of healdan (hold), weawan (grow); sliehst, 2nd sing. pres. 
of sléan (strike) ; mi(e)At (might), slieht (blow), i-stems ; b7(e)ldu 
(boldness), 7-stem, ep. beald (bold) ; i(e)ldra, compar. of eald (old); 
hii(e)hham (laugh) ; cwielman (torment), cp. cwealm (destruction) ; 
guest (guest), -stem ; sci(e)ppan (create), ‘ weak-present.” 


Nott. EWS. z(e), 2(e), whatever their origin, are regularly 
replaced later by y, 7, which sometimes appear in EWS. For 
ae) <ea EWS, not infrequently has y before / or r: yldest c deldest 
(oldest) ; gewyldan  gewi(e)ldan (control) ; dyrne  dierne (secret); 
wyrnan ce wiernan (refuse). 


124. (iv) 6a>i(e). Examples: hiewd, hliepd, 3rd sing. 
pres. of the Reduplicating verbs, héawan (hew), hléapan (leap) ; 
leg (flame), t-stem; mieten (small animal), cp. néat (animal) ; 
hiehst, superl. of héah (high); ali(e)fan (allow) ; gela(e) fun (believe) ; 
ciese (cheese). 


125. (v) io>i(e). Here belong all the examples usually 
given under ¢o, as explained in § 119: fi(e)hé, wi(e)rd, 3rd sing. 
pres. of feohtan (fight), weordSan (become) ; gesi(e)hd, gefi(e)hd, 3rd 
sing. pres. of gescon (see), geféon (rejoice) ; hi(e)rde (herdsman), 
cep. heord (herd) ; bi(e)rhtw (brightness), cp. beorht (bright) ; fierst 
(time), i-stem; wi(e)rde (worthy), cp. weord (worth) ; dfierran (re- 
move), cp. feorr (far), 
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126. (vi) io>Te,i. Here belong all the examples usually 
given under @o, as explained in § 119: ervepis, sciet, 3rd sing. pres. 
of créopam (creep), scéotan (shoot); getriewe (true), cp. tréow 
(truth) ; Za(e)htan (illuminate), cp. loht (light) ; sti(e)ran (guide), 
cp. stor (guidance) ; strienan (obtain), cp. gestréon (possessions) ; 
as well as fiend, friend, dat. sing. and nom. pl. of fiond (enemy), 
Jriond (friend). 


127. (vii) 9,0>@ (a) Examples of g>¢: stent, 3rd 
sing. pres. of stgndan (stand) ; bend (bond), cstem, cp. bend, past 
sing. of bindan ; men(n), dat. and pl. of mogn(n), man ; strengra, 
compar. of strong; fremman (perform), ep. frem (bold) ; nemnan 
(to name), cp. nema (name) ; sgndan (to send), cp. send (message) ; 
temian (to tame), cp. tgm (tame). 

(6) The only examples of o>¢ are: dehter, dat. of dohtor 
(daughter) ; gwen, pl. of oxa (ox); mergen (morn), cp. morgen ; 
efes (eaves) ; gle (oil) ; efstan (to hasten), cp. ofost (haste). 


128. (viii) 6>6. Exs.: bléwd, gréwd, 3rd sing. pres. of the 
Reduplicating verbs bléwan (bloom), gréwan; the “weak-present” 
wéepan (weep), cp. pp. wopen; swég (sound), ep. swogan (to roar); 
bréder, dat. of brddor ; swéte (sweet), cp. swodte (sweetly); déman 
(to judge), cp. ddm (doom); gléd (live coal), ep. gléwan (to glow); 
sécan (to seek), cp. sdhte (sought); cwén(woman), ¢-stem; gecwéman 
(to please); gés, dat. and pl. of gds (goose); sméSe (smooth), cp. 
smodde (smoothly); geseSan (to prove), ep. sdd (true); ehtan (to 
pursue), cp. dht (persecution); féhst, féhd, 2nd and 3rd sing. pres. 
of fon (to seize). 


129. (ix) u>y. Exs.: cymd, 3rd sing. pres. of ewman (come); 
the “past-present” subjunctives dyge, dyrre, gemyne, scyle, 
dyrfe, cp. dugon, ete.; hyngran (to hunger), cp. hungor; gesynto 
(health), cp. geswnd (sound); byr(i)g, dat. of burg (fort); pytt (pit); 
wylfen (she-wolf), cp. wulf; wyllen (woollen), ep. wull; fyllan 
(fill), ep. full. In nearly all other instances, such as gylden 
(golden), gyden (goddess), bycgan (buy), y appears to be the 
t-mutation of o (in gold, god, bohie), as it is still often said to be, 
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But the truth is that y cannot possibly be the mutation of 0; for 
not only is g the mutation of 0, and no vowel has two mutated 
forms; but we have already seen that Germanic uw was protected 
by a following 7, 7, from the change into 0, which was undergone 
by the pair-words gold, god, bohte, etc. (see § 98, N. 2). 


Norse. After palatal g, c, sc, we not infrequently find ¢ for 
y: gingra, gingest (always with 7), compar. and superl. of tung, 
geong (young); scile « scyle, ete, 


130. (x) W>¥Y. Examples: brycd, lycd, 3rd sing. pres, of 
briican (enjoy), lican (lock); brgd (bride), fyst (fist), i-stems ; 
egSan (to make known), cp, c#3 (known); /fysan (to hasten), 
ep. fus (eager) ; wiscan (to wish). 


I U-MUTATION. 


131. U-Mutation (under which we include O-Mutation) is 
the influence exercised by a following guttural vowel upon a 
stressed 2, ¢, or a, in consequence of which, i.e. in anticipation of 
the following guttural vowel, a guttural glide-sound arose after 
the stressed vowel, and in time formed a diphthong with it. 
Thus 

(i) i+a, 0, u> io, 
(ii) € +a, 0, U> eo, 
(ili) &+ U > ea (= 2). 


The vowel a does not suffer o-mutation in WS., and w-mutation 
of a is very rare. Indeed the effects of this influence generally 
are very limited in WS., as compared with the other dialects. The 
guttural vowels that caused this mutation, being vowels of un- 
stressed syllables, have so frequently weakened in historic times, 
u to 0, o to a, etc., that some knowledge of prehistoric forms is 
necessary in order to discriminate w-mutations from o (a)- 
mutations. 


y 
Gi’ 
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U-Mutation could be followed, in the history of the same 
word, by W-Infl. (§ 114), but no other change either preceded or 
followed it. It is generally wanting before ¢ and g. In most 
words in which this: mutation is seen, forms with the original 
vowel unchanged are also found. 


132. (i) i>io(eo). This is by far the most extensive 
of the three effects in WS. It is especially common in EWS. 
Later, the sound reverted to simple 7, or the effect was disguised 
by the operation of W-Infl. Examples are: 


(a) u-mutations : 


freodo, peace siolofr, seolfor, silver 
mioloc, meole, milk liomu, pl. of lim, limb 
siodu, custom swiotul, sweotol, clear 


(6) -0(a)-mutations : 


wiotan, counsellors bileofa, food 
hiora, of them tiolast, aimest at 
niodor, downwards liofad, Zives (from lubban) 


neodan, from beneath 


Nore. It is to be remembered that most of the above words 
are also found in EWS. with original 7 unchanged : hira, sido, ete. 


133. (ii) @> 0 is pretty common, but is not as a rule caused 
by inflectional «. Examples are: 


(a) u-mutations : 


eofor, boar weorod, troop 

heofon, heaven sweostor, sister 

heorot, hart seofon, seven, 
(6) o(a)-mutations : 

weola, weal weorold, world 


134. (iii) a>ea is very rare in EWS. prose, being found 
only in the three words ealw, gen. ealod (ale), cearu (sorrow), 
sleacnes (slackness). As forms with ea are common in poetical 
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texts, it is probable that they adopted the ea from the Anglian 
originals: beadu, headu-, battle ; eafod, strength, ete. 


Norss. (1) The ea in bearu (grove), bealu (evil), ete, is a 
“breaking” borrowed from the oblique cases, bearwes (§ 136), ete. 
On the other hand, the ea of geatu, pl. of geat (gate), is borrowed 
from the sing. (§§ 100, 143). 


(2) The protecting influence of a following guttural vowel we 
have already seen in the retention of original a, a, in dagas, fatu, 
magas, ete. (§§ 100, 105). 


III. PALATAL MUTATION. 


135. Palatal Mutation is the palatalisation of a stressed 
vowel through the influence of a palatal consonant immediately 
following. It is of little importance in WS. in comparison with 
the other dialects. There are four cases, one of which is doubtful, 
and two more of which are confined to LWS. In three of the 
four cases Palatal Mutation follows Breaking: no other change 
either preceded or followed it. The four cases are as follows: 


(i) eo>(e) in EWS. in the four words ecni(e)At, servant, 
riht’, right, wri(e)al, exchange, and si(e)x, six. In these words, 
guttural A (x=hs), which had ‘broken’ e to eo, became palatal 
and then palatalised the preceding vowel. In feohtan, gefeoht 
(fight), there was no further change. 

(ii) ea> i(e) in ni(e)At (night) in EWS., and later in mehte 
<meahte (could) and mihtig (mighty). This is the doubtful case ; 
but it is difficult to see to what other cause than Palatal Muta- 
tion the change can be attributed. 


Nore. WMi(e)ht (might) is an i-stem and its change of vowel is therefore 
an i-mutation; but ni(e)ht (night) belongs to a class (§ 39) of nouns which 
suffer i-mutation in the oblique sing. and nom. pl. only, 


1 Riht occurs but three times in HWS.; elsewhere always ryht. 
Ww. 9 
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(iii) ea >e in LWS. before h(x). Examples: sch < seah 
(saw); sleh <sleah, 2nd sing. imperative of sléan (strike). 


(iv). éa > € in LWS. before h, g,c. Examples are seen in the 
past sing. of strong verbs of Class II.: teh <téah from téon, to 
draw ; bég <béag from bigan, to bow; lée <léac from lican, to 
lock ; and in Séh <déah (though), etc. This is the case in which 
Breaking did not precede. 

N.B. Examples of both (iii) and (iv) are found in EWS. 
(especially in Orosius): e.g. mehte (cp. § 90, N. 2), deh, néh. 


IV. BREAKING 


136. Breaking is a process of the same nature as U-Mutation, 
but was caused by following guttural consonants. To ease the 
transition from the palatal vowels 2 (<a), e, 1, to a guttural A, 
covered J (i.e. J followed by another consonant), or covered 7, 
immediately following, a guttural glide-sound arose, which soon 

‘formed a diphthong with the preceding vowel. Thus 


(i) (a>) e+u+h, r(+const.), 7(+ const.)>ea  +ete, 
(ii) e€+o0+h, r(+const.), 7(+corh)>eo +ete. 
(iii) i+o+h, r(+const.), > 10 (eo) + ete. 


This table shows at a glance the vowels affected by breaking, 
its causes and conditions, and its results. Although the vowels 
affected and the results are the same as in the similar process of 
U-Mutation, it is only rarely possible to confound the two. 
Except in monosyllables, where u-mutation is necessarily im- 
possible, breaking was always conditioned by two following con- 
sonants ; whereas u-mutation did not penetrate through two 
consonants, except in rare instances (such as sweostor, Siossum 
= Sisswm), 

Breaking can be followed, in the history of one and the same 
word, by /-Mutation, Palatal Mutation, Pal. Mon., W-Infl., and 
Loss-H. 
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137. (i) (a>) «> ea before h(x), covered 7, and covered J. 
Examples are numerous: feallan (fall), healdan (hold), weaxan 
(grow), of the Reduplicating class of strong verbs; past sing. of 
strong verbs of the “Help” class: healp from helpan, weard 
from weordan (to become), feaht from feohtan (to fight) ; hence 
in the “‘past-present” verbs dear(r), dearf, of the 3rd strong class ; 
seah from séon (see); similarly in the “past-present” verb be-, 
ge-neah (it suffices); sleah, sing. imperat. of sléan (strike); meaht, 
meahte, parts of the “past-present” verb mag ; feax (hair); Wealh 
(Welshman); Seaxan (Saxons); cealc (chalk), a foreign word 
introduced at an early period; all the forms of bearu (grove), 
bealu (evil), searw (armour), and of the adjs. gearu (yare), nearu 
~ (narrow), in the uninflected forms of all which the broken vowel 
is borrowed from the oblique cases ; eald (old); eald (all); earm 
(wretched); eahta (eight); earnian (to earn). 


Nores. (1) a@ before covered 7? sometimes remains: fallan, 
haldan, ald, all, Walh. 


(2) d<earlier 1+ 7 does not cause breaking, because the J 
had become palatal : hell (hell), j-stem ; sglian (give) ; tgllan (tell). 


(3) Metathesis of r took place after the Breaking-period ; 
hence there is no breaking in bezrst (burst), bernan (burn, 
trans.), zrn (house), gers (grass), nor in berstan (burst), Serscan 
(thresh) ; but, exceptionally, beornan < brinnan (burn, intrans.) 
has a broken vowel. 


138. (ii) e>e0 before h, covered r, le and /h. Examples: 
feohtan (fight), weorpan (throw), of the “Help” class; seoh, 
sing. imperat. of séon; cneoht (a servant); corde (earth); heord 
(herd) ; seolh (seal), cp. helm (helmet) ; steorra (star) ; seolf (self), 
exceptional form of self; feoh (cattle, money) ; meolcan (mill). 


139. (iii) i> io (eo) before h and covered 7; but examples are 
few, because in many words ¢-mutation supervened (see § 125): 
Wioht (Isle of Wight), beornan (to burn), leornian (to learn), 
teohhian (to arrange), betweou (betwixt). 

9—2 
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139a. There are a few words in which long vowels are 
broken. 
(iv) #> 6a. before h in néah, nigh, near. 
(v) I>Io>6o in Jéoht, light, easy; woh (= wig), idol; 
weofod (= wig-bed), altar. 
V. GLIDE-DIPHTHONGISATION" 


140. The above name is used here to denote a process, 
similar in character to U-Mutation and Breaking, and perhaps 
arising in imitation of them, but differing from them in that the 
‘glide’ is palatal. In every word in which it is seen, unchanged 
7 is also found. Examples are: bi(e)rnan (burn), zernan (run), 
of the “Drink” class; bi(e)rst, b1(e)75, 2nd and 3rd sing. of beran 
(bear); bi(e)rst, 2nd and 3rd sing. of berstan (burst); Ai(e)re, gen. 
and dat. of héo (she); hi(e)ne, ace. of hé (he); gi(e) fd, ongi(e)te 
(§ 120), 3rd sing. of giefan, ongietan (§ 77); si(e)ndon (are). 


VI. PALATAL DIPHTHONGISATION, 


141. The above name is given to a series of changes which 
consist in the introduction of a palatal ‘glide’ (i or e) between 
an initial palatal consonant (j, g, sc, c) and a following stressed 
vowel; the ‘glide’ afterwards formed a diphthong with the 
following vowel, and then, being the first element of the. 
diphthong, took over the stress. This is the general nature 
of the change; the particular cases are somewhat numerous, 
occurring, as they do, in the downward history of Germanic 
stressed e, a, 0, wu, a, 6, %, at. They are conveniently summarised 
in three classes : 


(i) Palatalisation of &, 0, 6, u, % after initial 7. 
(ii) Palatalisation of primary? e, x, & after initial palatalised 
C, Jy 8C. 
(iii) Palatalisation of a, a, 0, 9, 0, wu, %, after initial palata- 
lised sc. 
1 This name is equally applicable to U-Mutation and Breaking; but they 
are already better named; and a similar objection might be urged against 


the term Matation, which could of course be used of any change whatever. 
2 Le. the normal OL. developments of Germanic e, : B. : : 
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Palatal Diphthongisation could follow Infl.-V and Lengthen- 
ing; and could itself be followed by /-Mutation (as in scceppan, 
create ; ctese, cheese), by Loss-G (ongéan, against), and by Pal. 
Mon. (see § 145). 


Norzs. (1) Breaking is prior to Pal. Diph. and has the preference. 
Hence *cerfan (carve)>ceorfan, not cierfan. Hence also the ea in geald is 
a ‘breaking,’ whereas the infin. of the same verb, gieldan (pay), shows Pal. 
Diph, 


(2) <A following wu or o prevents Pal. Diph., and preserves the stressed 
vowel for subsequent u-mutation: e.g. *gelo (yellow)>gcolo, not gielo. The 
ie of giefu (gift) is due to analogy with the oblique giefe, and the ea of geatu 
(gates) to analogy with the singular geat. 


142. (i) After initial j! the following changes occurred— 
examples are scarce, because but few OH. words began with 7: 

(a) &>é@a in géa, yea; géar, year, 

(b) o>e0(to) in geoc, yoke. 

(c) 6(<4 by Infl.-¥.) > éo in géomor, sad. 

(d) uw, %, sometimes remain, as in wwng, young, tugud, youth, 
iu (<ju), formerly ; 

but usually > e0(o), 20, as in geong, geogud, géo. 


143. (ii) After initial palatalised ec, g, sc, primary 
e, #, & regularly suffered the following changes in EWS. : 


(a) e>ie. Examples: gieldan (pay), giellan (yell), of Class 
“ Help”; scieran (cut), of Class “ Bear”; giefan (give), ongietan 
(perceive), pp. ongieten, of Class “ Tread.” 


Norr. (1) Forms with 7 are also found: gildan, gifan, ete. 


(6) (a>)e>ea. Examples: scear, past sing. of scieran; 
geaf, -geat, past sing. of giefan, -gietan; the “ past-present” verb 
sceal (shall) ; ceaster (fort), geat (gate), etc. In giest (stranger), 
scieppan (create), <*geasti, *sceappjan, Pal. Diph. has been 
followed by J-Mutation. 

1 There is no character j in OH.; the symbols 7 and g were used, usually 


the latter, as in the above examples. It is only by knowing the history of a 
word that g (=j) can be distinguished from g(=g). 
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(c) #@>6a. Examples: scéaron, past pl. of scieran ; géafon, 
-geaton, past pl. of giefan, -gietan ; scéap (sheep). In ciese <*céasi, 
Pal. Diph. has been followed by /-Mutation. 

Nors. (2) Only primary ¢, 2, &, suffer this change. The 
mutated vowels g, x, # (§§ 121, 122, 127) are unaffected by it: 
gescepen (pp. of scieppan), gxedeling, togezdere. 


144. (iii) After initial sc, guttural vowels suffered the 
following changes, but not uniformly ; in every word in which the 
changes are seen, the original vowel is also found, even in the 
same text. 

(a) a>ea, seen in verbs of the “ Fare” class, e.g. sceacan x 
scacan (shake), pp. sc(e)acen. 

(b) G@>éa, seen in scéadan « scddan (to distinguish) of the 
Reduplicating class. 

(c) o>¢0, seen in sceop e scop (bard), sceolde cc scolde from 
sceal (shall), 

(d) > eo, seen in sceomu  scgmu (shame). 

(e) G>éo, seen in past tenses of the “Fare” class, e.g. 
scéoc cc scdc (shook), scéop  scdp from scieppan. 

(f) w> eo, seen in sceolon  sculon, pl. of the “ past-present” 
verb sceal (shall). This eo may be borrowed from sceolde above, 
since it is the only instance in EWS. 

(g) w>éo in LWS. only: scéofan « scifan (shove). 


VII. PALATAL MONOPHTHONGISATION. 


145. This is a process which consists in the change of the 
diphthongs ea, éa, into the palatal monophthongs e, é, through 
the influence of initial palatal j, c, g, sc. It is frequently the 
completion of the palatalising process begun in Pal. Diph., but it 
may also follow Breaking and Loss-G. It is itself followed by no 
other change. It is seen in the downward history of Germanic 
a, & and au. 
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Norr. Sievers makes the tactical error of including this phenomenon 
under Palatal Mutation, although, being a forward influence, it is excluded 
by his definition of Mutation, 


Classified examples are: 


(a) . Following on Pal. Diph.:—gef < geaf (gave), onget < ongeat 
(perceived), scel < sceal (shall), cester <ceaster (castle) ; ongéten < 
ongéaten, past subjunctive of ongietan. After 7 :—gér <géar. 


(6) Following on Breaking :—celf < cealf (calf). 


(c) Following on Loss-@ :—ongén (against) < ongzan < ongeagn 
(Pal. Diph.). 


(2) In LWS. éa (<Germ. aw) > 2, as in the past sing. of 
verbs of the “Creep” class: cés <céas (chose), gét < géut (poured), 
scét < scéut (shot). 


VIII. INFLUENCE OF PRECEDING W. 


146. The semi-vowel w has a close aflinity to the vowels 
u and o, and its influence tends to substitute one of them for 
the diphthongs 70, eo, arisen through Breaking or U-Mutation. 
This change therefore in almost every instance follows Breaking 
or U-Mutation ; it is itself followed by no other change. 


The two chief cases, with selected examples, are: 


(a) wi(o) usually > wu (and even u), but both wi and wio 
sometimes remain:—wudw (wood), rarely wiodu; wuduwe 
(widow), beside widuwe; wuht (wight, thing), beside wht; 
swutol (clear), beside swiotol; bet(w)wh, bet(w)ux (betwixt), 
beside betwih, betweoh, etc. 


(6) weo usually remained, but also> wo and in LWS. wu :— 
worold (world) < weorold; wordig (street) < weordig; swostor 
(sister), LWS. sewustor, <sweostor ; LWS. swurd (sword) <sweord. 


Nore. Apparently isolated instances of wo<wa are seen in gesworen, 
pp. of swgrian (§ 80), and geSwogen, pp. of Swéan (§ 78). 
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IX. INFLUENOE OF FOLLOWING JW. 


147. To ease the transition between a, e, ¢, and following 
w, a.u-‘ glide’ arose, which with the preceding vowels formed the 
diphthongs au, ew, and these normally passed into EWS. éa, @o 
(§§ 111, 112). The only other change with which this came into 
relation was J-Mutation, by which it was preceded in several 
words. In all, however, there are but few examples. 


(a) aw>auw > éaw, seen in féawe, few. 
(6) ew>euw>éow, seen in the inflected forms of déo0(w), 
servant, cnéo(w), knee, tréo(w), tree, e.g. gen. sg. Séowes, cnéowes, 


Norrs. (1) The Zo of the nom. sg. is due to vocalisation of the w and 
contraction, w being afterwards borrowed from the oblique cases. 


(2) Gesewen, pp. of séon (see), is an exception. 


(c) Following J-Mutation, ew>euw>éow, seen in méowle 
(maid), stréowede x strewede (strewed), etc. 


X. INFLUENCE OF FOLLOWING NASAT. 


148. The influence of a following nasal, already seen in 
Germanic (§ 98, N. 1, 2), produced in the prehistoric OE. period 
the five following well marked changes : 

Germ. OR. 
Gra a 


GUNGry ea 


Gil), 0. > ee 
(iv) Bie 6 
(¥) OL ie eo 


This is one of the earliest of the OE. influences, being perhaps 
synchronous with Breaking. It can be followed by Pal. Diph., 
Loss-V, and /-Mutation, and even by the last two in succession 
in the same word (e.g. gés). 
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149. (i) a>Q. Examples:—mgn(n), man; lond, land; 
long, long; and the “ past-present” verbs, gn(n), grant; con(n), 
know (how to) ; (ge)mgn, remember. 

Norges. (1) OK. had no distinctive symbol for the sound of open o, and 
therefore used both a and o to denote this sound, more often o in EWS. 
This very fluctuation of symbol points to a sound different from both a and 


o. It must not be supposed that the sound varied with the symbol, which 
often fluctuated in the same text, 


(2) In a few weak-stressed words, such as on, in; the mase. accus. Sone, 
hwone, the neuter instr. Son, hwon, from sé, hwa@; the advs. Sonne, then, 
hwonne, when, etc., o is almost invariably found, and we may therefore 
conclude that the sound was 0, not 9. 


150. (ii) e>i, seen in niman, take; and in early borrow- 
ings from Latin, e.g. gim(m), gem; pinsian, consider. 
Norzs, (1) Examples are few, chiefly because e>i in Germanic before 


nasal plus consonant (§ 98, N. 1); partly because of the exceptions, cwene, 
woman, denu, valley, and the late or ‘“‘learned” borrowing temp(e)l, temple. 


(2) Thehistory of cwman (to come) may be: *cweman>*cwiman (Infl.-N) 
> *cwuman (W-Infl.) > cwman; or aorist-present *kwoman> *kwuman>cuman. 


151. (iii) o>u. Exs. : (ge)cumen, genumen, pps. of cuman, 
come, niman, take; wunian, dwell; and the early borrowings 
from Latin: munuc, monk; nunne, nun; munt, mount; pund, 
pound ; ete. Not in font, font, which is therefore probably late. 


152. (iv) Germ. € > W. Germ.a> OE. 0. Exs.:— 
c(w)6mon, ndmon, past pls. of cwman, niman; gedon, pp. of 
don, do; ména, moon; ménad, month; sina, soon ; etc. 


(v) (W.) Germ. @ (§ 98, N. 3)>OEH.5. Exs, :— 
~ fon, seize brohte, brought dht, persecution 
hon, hang (§ 81) ddhte, thought (§ 90) woh, crooked 


Nore. It may be wondered how this last change comes under Infl.-N. 
The yery fact that this @ underwent the same change to 6 as the @ in (iv) 
above, proves that this @ had a certain nasal quality surviving from the 
following n lost in the Germanic period, which justifies its classification 
under Nasal Influence, 
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XI. COMPENSATORY LENGTHENING FOR LOSS 
OF NASAL. 


153. Just as in Germanic every a, 2, u, occurring before 
nh, >G, 71, & in compensation for the loss of the n; so in the 
prehistoric OE. period, (a >) 9 > 6, 1>7, and w> a in compensation 
for the loss of m or m before the three other voiceless spirants, 
f, 8,8. This change may be preceded by Infl.-WV (in the change 
a> 9), and is frequently followed by /-Mutation (§§ 128, 130). 


Classified examples are: 

(a) i>1:—-si3, journey ; swid, strong ; fof (< fim/), five. 

(6) Q>6:—gés, goose ; 405, tooth ; der, second; sdd, true ; 
smode, smoothly ; sdfte (< semfte), softly. 

(c) u>U:—hisl, ‘housel’; mz, mouth ; as, us ; cide, cd, We, - 
parts of the “past-present” verbs cwnnan (know), wnnan (grant). 


Norsz. J is lost in all the above words but fi and séfte. 


XII. CONTRAOTION. 


154. Contraction is the blending of two following vowel- 
sounds into one in order to avoid hiatus. The two sounds 
have in most instances been brought together through the loss 
of a consonant, usually A, sometimes jy or w, rarely another 
~ consonant; but there are many instances in which no consonant 
has been lost. There are two kinds of Contraction: Contraction 
proper, in which original a, @, e, 4, or 7 forms a diphthong with 
the following vowel, and which is almost always preceded by the 
loss of a consonant; and Absorption, in which a long vowel, 

- vowel, and which is often not preceded by the loss of a consonant. 
Contraction proper is rarely followed by J-Mutation; no other 
change precedes or follows it. Absorption is much later in date, 
and can follow Breaking and J-Mutation. 
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The following are the most important cases : 


(i) a, @ (+ h, w) + guttural vowel > éa 


(ii) e (+h) + 3 » >€0O 
(iii) 1,1 (+h, j) + sy 210. (60) 
(iv) i Gj) +e > ie 


(v) Absorptions. 


155. (i) W. Germ. a, a+ guttural vowel > éa after loss 
_ of h or w. Examples :—the contracted verbs of the “Fare” 
class: sléan (<*slahan), slay; fléan, flay ; léan, blame; Bwéan, 
wash ; and all present forms of the same, except 2nd and 3rd 
sing. indic. and 2nd sing. imperat.: sléa, (1) slay, etc.; téar 
(<*tahur), tear; éa (<*ah(w)u), water; cléa < clawu, claw; 
near (<*ndhor <*n&hur), nearer. 


156. (ii) e+guttural vowel>éo after loss of A. Ex- 
amples :—the contracted verbs of the “Tread” class: geféon 
(<*-fehan), rejoice ; pléon, adventure; ston (<*seh(w)an), see; 
geféo, (1) rejoice, etc.; past tenses in @0 of the Reduplicating 
class, resulting from the contraction of the e of the reduplicated 
syllable with the following stressed vowel: héold (<*hehald), 
héoldon, held; féold (<*fefald), folded, etc.; twéo (< *tweho), 
doubt ; téo8a (< *tehoda), tenth. 


157. (iii) i, 1+ guttural vowel > Io, 60 after loss of A or 
Jj, or without loss of consonant. Examples:—the contracted verbs 
of the “Shine” class: Sion (<*wthan), thrive; léon, lend; téon, 
accuse ; wrion, cover ; Séo, (I) thrive, etc. ; béot (< *bihat), boast; 
betwéonum (<*bitwihunum), between ; fiond (< *fjand), enemy ; 
Jréond, friend ; hio (<hi- +), she; séo, fem. of sé, that. 

Nort. The mutation of this %o (é0) is seen in the dat. sing. 
and nom. pl. fiend, friend. 


(iv) «7+¢>%e after loss of 7 Examples: sie (< *sye), be; 
hie, her, they ; drive, three. 
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158. Absorptions. Selected examples are arranged under 
the absorbing vowels : 


(a) &+ vowel > &:—4ta (< tahe), toe; rd, roe; gan (<gdaan), 
go. 

(6) 8+ vowel> %:—sis (< *sHes), gen. of s¥, sea; & (< *ze), 
oblique sing. of &, law. 


(c) 0+ vowel >6 :—the contracted verbs of the Reduplicat- 
ing class: fon (< *fohan), seize ; hon, hang; and all present forms 
of the same, except 2nd and 3rd sing. indic. and 2nd sing. 
imperat. : 6, (I) seize, etc.; din (< *déan), do; wis (< *wohes), 
gen. of woh, crooked. 


(d) . i+ vowel sometimes > %:—gebiin (< gebiien), gebiid (< *ge- 
bied), pp. of buan, bigean, dwell. 


(e) gy + vowel sometimes > 7:—drgs (< *drges), gen. of dry, 
magician ; but pl. dryas, etc. 


(f) €a+ vowel> éa:—fréa (<*frauja), lord; several in- 
flected forms of héah, high: héas (<*héahes), ete. (§ 46); its weak 
form, héa, etc. ; fea (<féawe), dat. féam, few. 


(g) 0+ vowel > €o :— the contracted verbs of the “Creep” 
class : fléon (<*fleuhan), flee; téon, draw; jléo, (I) flee ; fléonde, 
fleeing, etc. 


Norrs, (1) It seems better to attribute such forms as éos, gen. of eoh, 
horse, féos, gen. of feoh, money, to Compensatory Lengthening for Loss of 
'h plus Absorption, than to simple Contraction, i.e. é0s <*éo0es <*eohes rather 
than é0s<*eo(h)es; because on the latter supposition Contraction must have 
followed Breaking, which seems improbable; whereas Absorption is a much 
later change, as has been stated. 


(2) Unstressed e is lost in be and ne in composition with words beginning 


with a vowel or w:—bitan<be-ttan, nin<ne Gn, nes<ne was, nyllaS<ne 
willad. 
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XIII. COMPENSATORY LENGTHENING FOR LOSS 
OF @ OR Z. 


159. Loss of h between vowels is seen in Contraction (and 
Absorption). # is also lost between a resonant (/, m, , r) and a 
following vowel, with compensatory lengthening of the preceding 
vowel. This loss is almost always preceded by Breaking or 
Z-Mutation ; in one instance (wielasc, foreign; p. 148) it is preceded 
by both. 


Examples :—séoles, gen. of seolh, seal; Wéalas, pl. of Wealh, 
Briton ; méares, gen. sg. of mearh, horse; féore, dat. sg. of feorh, 
life ; éorod (<*eoh-rdd), troop; féolan (<*feolhan), penetrate ; 
ret (< *or-hat), battle; Syrel (< *Syrhil < *Surhil), aperture ; 
Sweal (<*Sweahl), bath. 


Norz. In the last example the resonant follows the h, and there is no 
following vowel. Several instances will be found in the Accidence of this 
disappearance of h before a resonant, but after a vowel which is already long: 
héane, héara from héah, high; wine, wora<wohne, etc., from woh, crooked ; 
hiera, higher. The same thing is seen in the compounds héalic, high; 
néal&can, approach, Forms with h are probably only etymological spellings. 


160. Loss of g often took place between a palatal vowel 
and n, d, or 3, with compensatory lengthening of the vowel; but 
forms with g are also very common. This loss could follow 
Z-Mutation or Palatal Diphthongisation. 


Examples :—brédan, bred, briidon, gebréden, < bregdan, etc., 
to shake, of the “Help” class ; frinan, frinon, gefrinen < frignan, 
etc., to inquire (see § 74 (f) and N. 2); s&de <sexgde, past of 
secgan, say; léde, geléd, <legde, gelegd, from lecgan, lay; m&den 
<megden, maiden; ongéan (< ongeagn), against; dé < Sdegn, 
thane; hd < lig, from licgan, lie; tidian < tgdian, grant; oferhyd 
< oferhygd, arrogance. 

Nors. Four examples after a guttural vowel, wu or o, are included above; 
they are doubtless due to analogy with the other parts of the same verbs. 
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XIV. LENGTHENING. 


161. . Lengthening of the final vowel of a monosyllable is 
common, especially after the loss of a final consonant. Ex- 
amples :—swd, so; bi, by ; Su, thou; nv, now; and after loss of 
final consonant :—mé, (to) me; wz, we; gé, ye; hé, he (all four 
with @<e<i); hwa, who; and the prefix & (§ 174). 


XV. SHORTENING. 


162. Shortening of 7 to i, followed by Breaking, is seen in 
the prep. betweoh < betwih, betwixt (§ 146), < be + *twih (cp. Goth. 
tweihnai, two each). 


C. UPWARD HISTORY: SELECTED EXAMPLES. 


163. In order to complement the two preceding divisions 
on the Downward History and the Sound-Laws of the stressed 
vowels, we start here with the OE. vowel-sounds and give in 
tabular form the principal stages in their development from the 
Germanic vowels. Almost every possible ‘genealogy’ of the OE. 
vowels is illustrated by one example: on the left is the OE. 
word ; from left to right are given the successive stages through 
“which its stressed vowel has passed ; on the right is an example 

of the original vowel from another Germanic language. The 
Sound-Laws under which each change comes are indicated by 
abbreviations (§ 114); when no such indication is given, it is 
implied that the change is normal (§§ 100—13), or independent. 
It must be remembered that these are only illustrations : some of 
them stand for the history of the stressed vowels of many OE. 
words ; in the case of a few, it might be difficult to adduce a 


single other example. With this caution, the table may be used 
in a variety of ways, 
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Short Vowels. 


OR. 
a 
faran, go aon 
2 
deg, day e<a 
feerd, goes eB (Mut.) <e<e 
é 
beran, bear e<e 
ef, gave {° (Pal. Mon.) <ea (Pal. 
a Diph.) <2 <a } 
celf, calf {° (Pal. Mon.) <ea Pe 
<2 <a 
LWS. fex, hair Je (Mut. Pal.) < ea (Brk*) 
j <e <a 
mec, me e<i = 
lecgan, lay E (Mut.) <e<a 
sendan, send ¢ (Mut.) <9 (Infl.-V) <a 


mergen, morrow ¢€(Mut.)<o 


i 


hit, 2 i<i 
j <8 
Behe canst { (Mut, Pal.) < ea (Brk } 
<“e2<a 
niman, take i (Infl.-) <e 
Six, six i (Mut. Pal.) < eo(Brk*) <e 


betwih, between i (Short®) <i 


OHG.! faran 


Go. dags 
Go. farip 


OHG. beran 
Go. gaf 


OHG. calb 


OHG. fahs 
OHG. mih 


Go. lagjan 
Go. sandjan 
Go. maurgins 


(§ 113) 


Go, ita 
OHG, maht 


OHG. neman 
OHG. sehs 
cp. Go. tweihnai 


(§ 113) 


1 OHG.=Old High German, OS.=Old Saxon, I.=Icelandic, Go. = Gothic, 


Germ.= Germanic. 
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re) 
gold, gold 
sworen, sworn 
LWS. wore, work 
swostor, sister 
orlege, war 


4 
hond, hand 


u 
sunu, son 
LWS. swustor, 
sister \ 
LWS. 
sword 


swurd, } 


wudu, wood 
wulf, wolf 
cumen (pp.), come 
bet(w)uh, oa 


tween 


y 
cyssan, kiss 


ea 
cearu, care 
feax, hair 
 geaf, gave 
sceacan, shake 


eo 
sweostor, sister 
weore, work 


sceomu, shame 


sceop, bard 
sceolon, shall 


PHONOLOGY, 


4% LG, 
o<0O { 


. 0 (W-Infl.) <a 


o (W-Infl.) < eo (Brk*) <e 
o (W-Infl.) < eo(U-Mut.) <e 
o<u 


Q (Infl.-V) <a 


u<Uu 


u(W-Infl.)<eo(U-Mut.)<e 


u (W-Infl.) < eo (Brk*) <e 


u (W-Infl.) <io(U-Mut.) <i 

u<O 

u (Infl.-V) <o 

u (W-Infl.) <io (Brk®) < 5 
(Shorts) <1 


y (Mut.) <u 


ea (U-Mut.) <a 

ea (Brk®) <<a 

ea (Pal. Diph.) <2 <a 
ea (Pal. Diph.) <a 


eo (U-Mut.) <e 
eo (Brk®) <e 


ies (Pal. Diph.) <Q oa 


N)<a 
eo (Pal. Diph.) <o 
eo (Pal. Diph.) <u 
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OHG. gold 
Go. swarans 
OHG. werk 
OHG. swester 


OS. urlogi 
Go. handus 


Go. sunus 


OHG. swester 


OHG. swert 


OHG. witu 
OHG. wolf 
OHG. quoman 


cp. Go. tweihnai 


OS. kussian 


OHG. chara 
OHG. fahs 
Go. gaf 

I. skaka 


OHG. 
OHG. 


OHG. 


OHG. scof 
Go. skulun 


swester 
werk 


scama 
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ie 
: ie (Mut.)<ea (Brks 
bieldu, boldness {°° _ ae ree 4 Gos balpet 
; ie (Mut.) <ea (Pal. Diph.) ; 
+t, 1 
giest, guest { et } Go. gasti 
é ‘ ie (Mut. Pal. : 
slex, 52x i & me Bo icone } OHG. sehs 
giefan, give ie (Pal. Diph.) <e OHG. geban 
hierde, (shep)herd ie (Mut.) <io (Brk®) <i OHG. hirti 
bierd, bears ie (Glide-Diph.) <i OS. birid 
io 
siolofr, silver io (U-Mut.) <i Go. silubr 
miox, ordure io (Brk®) <i OHG. mist 
gioc, geoc, yoke 10 (Pal. Diph.) <o OHG. johh 
giong, geong, young io (Pal. Diph.) <u Go. juggs 
Long Vowels. 
a 
hal, whole B<ai Go. hails 


SAwon, saw & < W. Germ. & < Germ. # 


hwa, who @ (Length*) <a 
Fs) 
lxtan, let  < W. Germ. &< Germ, ® 


@ (Mut.) < W. Germ. @ < 
{ Germ. 


% (Mut.) <a<ai 
% (Loss-@) <<a 


lewan, betray 


reran, rear 


szede, said 


1 Forms ending with hyphens are stems. 
I-Mutation; the nom. sg. does not, 


WwW 


Go. séhwun 


Go. hwas 


Go. létan (§ 113) 


} Go. lewjan 


Go. raisjan 


OHG. sagéta 


The stem gives the clue to the 


10 
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é 
hér, here 


fehs, serzes 
ewen, woman 
ger, year 


sécan, seek 
LWS. téh, drew 
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<6 
é (Mut.) <o (Infl.-V) <3 


(o)) 


(° (Mut.) < cea 


Germ. & < Germ. 


Diph.) <% < W. Germ, 
a<Germ. 2 


6 (Mut.) <0 
é (Mut. Pal.) <éa <au 


[ (Pal. Mon.) <éa = 


LWS. gét, powred € (Pal. Mon.) <6a<au 


genédan, venture { 


léde, laid 


ongén, against { 


dén, thane 
we, we 

I 
wis, wise 
fif, five 
bridels, bridle 
bi, by 


Oo 
god, good 


fon, seize 
comon, came 


gos, goose 
brdden, braided 
brohte 


6 (Mut.) <0 (Loss-V) < 2 
(Inf) <a 

€ (Loss-G) <¢(Mut.)<e<a 

6 (Pal. Mon.) <6a ira 
<ea (Pal. Diph.) <<a 

€ (Loss-G) <e 

é (Length®) <e <i 


fr 
Zs 


I ; Loss-/) ae 
T (Loss-G’) < 
I ae <i 


0<90 
0 (Infl.-V) <a 


< Germ, % 


iP (Infl.-) <W. Germ. *} 


0 (Loss-) < 9 (Infl.-V) <a 
© (Loss-@) <0 
6 (Infl.-V) <a 


§ 163 
Go. hér 
Go. fahip 
Go. géns (§ 113) 


Go. jér (§ 113) 


. sdkian 
. tauh 
. gaut 


. gananpjan 


Go. lagida 


OHG. ingagan 


OS. thegan 
OHG. wir 


OHG. wisi 
Go. fimf 
OHG. brittel 
Go. bi 


Go. gids 
Go., OHG. fahan 
Go. qémun 

(§ 113) 
OHG. gans 


OHG. gibrottan 
Go, brahta 


§ 163 


U 
lican, lock U<7 
hisl, ewcharist T (Loss-¥) <u 
bridon, shook U (Loss-G) <u 
ou, thou U (Length*) <u 
¥ 
bryd, bride ¥ (Mut.) <7 


cydan, make known ¥ (Mut.) < U (Loss-V) <u 
oferhyd, arrogance ¥ (Loss-G) < y (Mut.) <u 


dyrel, hole ¥ (Loss-H) < y (Mut.)<u 


éa 
téah, drew 6a <au 
me 6a (Pal. Diph.)<®< Ms 
Pe hae { Germ. & < Germ. 
hes (Contr.) < W. Germ. I} 
néar, nearer = 
< Germ. ® 


6a (Pal. Diph.) <@ <ai 

éa <au (Infl.-W) <a 

éa (Contr.) <a 

6a (Loss-H) < ea | 
<e<a 

éa (Loss-G) < ea ae 
Diph.) <# <a 


scéadan, separate 
féawe, few 


€a, water 


Wéalas, Britons { 


ongéan, against { 
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Go. galikan 
Go. hunsl 
OHG. brutton 
Go. pu 


Go. bridi- 

Go. kunpjan 

ep. Go. hugs 

cp. OHG. thuruh 


Go. téuh 

Go. jér (§ 113) 
Go. néhwoz 

(§ 113) 

Go. skdidan 

Go. fawai 

Go. ahwa 

OHG. walh 


(sing.) 
OHG., ingagan 
10—2 
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60 
céosan, choose 
géomor, sad 
scéop, created 
scéofan, shove 
méowle, girl 


féolan, penetrate 
cnéowes, of a knee 


séon, see 


géo, formerly 


Te 
ciest, chooses 


hieran, hear 
ciese, cheese 
wielise, foreign 


sie, be 
friend, friends 


10 


PHONOLOGY, 


60 <eu 


| 


NV) <W. Germ. 
Germ. & 


60 (Pal. Diph.) <6 
60 (Pal. Diph.) <7 


e<a 


€o0 (Contr.) <e 


<u 


Te (Mut.) <iu 
Te (Mut.) <6a<au 


ea (Brk*) <<a 


Te (Contr.) <i 
Te (Mut.) <io (Contr.) <i 


Sion (Séon), thrive Io (Contr.) <I 


friond (fréond), 
Sriend 


} To (Contr.) <i 


Go (Pal. Diph.) <3 (Inf.- 


a< 


60 (Infl.-W) <¢ (Mut.) < 


60 (Pal. Diph.) <U (Length®) 


| 


€o (Loss-/7) < eo (Brk*) <e 
60 <eu (Infl.- WV) <e 


Te (Mut.) < 6a (Pal. Diph.) 
<< W. Germ. @ } 
Te (Loss-H) <ie (Mut.) < 


§ 168 


Go. kiusan (§ 113) 
OS. jamar 
Go. gaskdp 
I. skifa 


Go. mawild 


Go. filhan (§ 113) 
OHG. knewes 


Go. safhwan 


} Go, ju 


Go. kiusip 


Go. hausjan 


OHG. kasi 


OHG. walhise 


Go. sijai 
Go. frijnds 


OS. thihan 
Go. frijonds 
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CONSONANTS. 


164. Anything like a full treatment of the history of the 
OE. consonants is beyond the scope of this book. Some changes 
that they undergo have been referred to in the preceding pages: 
in some cases, nothing need be added to what is there said; in a 
few others, it will be a gain to collect similar phenomena. This 
is done under the headings: I. Loss; II. Assimilation; III. 
Metathesis ; IV. Doubling; V. Verner’s Law. 


I. LOSS. 


165. (i) The simplification of double consonants is the rule at 
the end of a word. In inflected forms it is sufficiently dealt with 
in the Accidence. 

(ii) Loss of medial g, h, 7, m,n, and’w, leading to Contraction 
and Compensatory Lengthening, is fully treated in the sections 
on the Sound-Laws. 

(iii) W is usually lost when final. 

(a) After a short vowel it is vocalised to u, and the two 
vowels form a diphthong: *trew > *treu > tréo, tree; but it is 
apt to be restored from the oblique cases: tréow. 

(6) After a long vowel it remains in some words, disappears 
in others: s#, sea; Ard, corpse; sndw, snow ; but here again it is 
often restored from the inflected forms: hraw. 

(c) After consonants w>w: bearu, grove; which was lost, 
according to the usual rule (§ 9), after a long syllable: mid, 
meadow. 

Besides the loss in Contraction, medial w disappears in a 
number of words, of which the following will serve as examples: 
negative forms of wesan (be), witan (know), willan (will): nes, 
etc. ; tu, neut. of twéegen, two; betwa x betwuax, between ; gierede, 
past of gierwan, prepare. 
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II, ASSIMILATION. 


166. The following cases are worthy of note: 

(a) d>t before and after a voiceless consonant: in the 2nd 
and 8rd sing. indic. of verbs, and in the past tenses of weak 
verbs of Class I. (§§ 69, 88); and in b/étsian, bless (cp. 16d), ete. 

(6) B>¢t in the 2nd (ridest < ridesd < rides 5%) and 3rd sing. 
pres. indic. (§ 69); in Battie (<dxt Se), that (conj.); eadmeéttu, 
humility ; giemeliest, neglect, ete. 

(c) Bs >ss in bliss, joy, liss, grace ; ep. blide, joyous, hse, gentle. 

(d) sr> ss in l&ssa, compar. of ltel, little; Sisse, Sissa, in the 
declension of &es, this. : 


Ill. METATHESIS. 


167. The only metathesis that need be mentioned here is 
that of 7, which is somewhat frequent, especially before mn and 
covered s: burna (< *brwnna), spring; bernan (<*brannjan), 
burn (trans.); bi(e)rnan (<*brinnan), burn (intrans.) ; i(e)rnan 
(<rimnan), run ; berstan (<*brestan), burst ; Serscan (< *5rescan), 
thresh ; hors (< *hross), horse; gxrs (< *gras), grass, ete. 


IV. GEMINATION, 


168. The W. Germanic gemination before j has been referred 
to in the Accidence. After a short vowel every consonant, 
except 7, was doubled before j ; subsequently this 7 mutated the 
root vowel, and then dropped. Hence such forms as those of the 


“weak presents” (§ 80) of Classes V. and VI., and many other 
words ; 


hebban, ratse hliehhan, laugh scieppan, create 
reccan, relate tellan, tedd cnyssan, thrust 
hreddan, rescue fremman, perform  settan, set 

byegan, buy dyn(n), din sceddan, injure 


hrycg, back wennan, accustom 
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V. VERNER’S LAW. 


169. An interchange of consonants is seen in the parts of 
all contracted strong verbs and of some other strong verbs, the 
explanation of which must be sought in the Germanic period. 
Primitive Germanic /, h, h’, s (<Indo-Germ. p, &, t, s), remained 
unchanged only when the vowel next preceding bore the principal 
accent ; otherwise, ie. if the vowel next preceding did not bear 
the principal accent of the word, f, h, p', s > v, g, 3', z In Late 
Germanic, as in OK., the principal accent fell on the root-syllable; 
but in the Primitive Germanic period the accent might fall on 
any syllable. This fact is illustrated in the strong verbs, in 
which the- present forms and the past sing. indic. had the 
principal accent on the root-syllable, whereas all the other past 
forms had the principal accent on the ending. Therefore the 
present and the past sing. of strong verbs retained the voiceless 
spirants s, pb’, h, f (=OE. s, 3, h, f), which in all the other past 
forms became z, 51, g, v (=O. 7, d, g, f). This law was discovered 
and formulated by Karl Verner of Copenhagen in 1875, and has 
never been questioned since. Its operation is often referred to 
by the ambiguous term “ grammatical change.” 


OE. has not separate symbols for the sounds of f and », and 
therefore the changes that are explained by Verner’s Law can 
only be seen in the interchange of the following pairs of con- 
sonants;: 


Yr 
(b) 8 ae 
(c) —t BS 

(d) h(w) : (8)w or g(w) 
The verbs that come under this law and those in which the 


law fails have been indicated in the Accidence; therefore only a 
few examples are needed here. 


1 Here b and 6 are used with their proper phonetic value, b voiceless 
(=th) and % voiced (=dh), 


152 PHONOLOGY. § 169 


(a) sir 
Class II (“Creep”): céosan, choose  céas curon  coren 
» V (“Tread”): wesan, be wees weron 


In genesan, to survive, the law fails, but is seen in the 
derivative verb generian, to save. 


(6b) 3:d 

Class I (“Shine”):  snidan, cut snad snidon sniden 
Cp. snide, cutting. 

Class V (“Tread”): cwedan, say cwed  cwedon cweden 
Cp. ewide, speech. 


(c) hace 
All strong contracted verbs (§ 81) belong here, except séon, 


; but those of Classes VI. and VII. were apt to borrow the og 
a ihe past pl. in the past sing. 


Class VI (“Fare”): sléan, strike slog sligon _sleegen 


Op. slege, stroke, and slaga, slayer. And the “ weak present” 
of the same class : 
hliehhan, laugh hlog hlogon 


(d) h(w): (8)w or g(w) 
Class V (“Tread”): séon, see seah { Ta ee 
segon  segen 
Nors. Final g often > h after a, 6, and sometimes after J or 
r, but this has nothing to do with Verner’s Law. Thus slég > 
sloh ; stag > stah (ascended) ; burg > burh (stronghold), 


APPENDIX. 


I. FORMATION OF ADVERBS, 


170. Adverbs formed from Adjectives usually end in -e and are 
identical with the instrumental sing. of the adj.: 


adj. ady, adj. adv. 

déop déope, deeply blive blide, blithely 
long longe, long, far cléene cléne, clean 

swid swive, strongly, very déoplic  déoplice, deeply 
wid wide, widely gledlic _—_gleedlice, gladly 
nearu nearwe, narrowly heardlic — heardlice, severely 
hlator hlatre, brightly sddlic sddlice, truly 


Norss. (1) In the last four examples, the simple adjs., déop, 
gled, heard, 803, are also found. Hence -lice came to be regarded as an 
adverbial termination, was added to adjs. that had not forms in ~/ic, 
and finally, in the Middle English period, supplemented the less distinct 
adverbial ending -e. Exs.: 


blige blivelice, joyously 
rot rotlice, gladly 
sweotol sweotollice, clearly 


(2) Three adjs., which are 7- or j-stems, have therefore mutated 
vowels, whereas the advs. keep the original vowel : 


séfte sdfte, softly 
sméve smdse, smoothly 
swéte swote, sweetly 
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171. The oblique cases of adjs. and nouns are used adverbially. 


(1) Accusative (neut. of adj.) : 
eall, entirely 
full, fully 
gendg, enough 
lyt(el), little 


ealne weg, always 

va hwile (8e), while 
nord, north 
nordweard, northwards 


hwon, somewhat 


(2) Genitive: 
ealles, altogether 
nealles, not at all 
hamweardes, homewards 
nordweardes, northwards 


tipweard, wpwards 


deeges, by day 
nihtes, by night 
niede(s), needs 
Sonces, willingly 


ungewealdes, znvoluntarily 
and even compounded with a preposition : 


td-middes, zn the midst 


(3) Dative (Instr.), sing. and pl.: 


elne, courageously 
facne, excessively 
hwéne, somewhat 


miclum, very 


hwilum, sometimes 
hwiltidum, sometimes 
wundrum, wondrous(y) 
flocemlum, in troops 


styccemalum, piecemeal, here and there 


hwy, why 


172. Other adverbial terminations are -a and -unga (-inga): 


géara, of yore 
sdna, soon 
tela, well 
tuwa, twice 
Nriwa, thrice 


anunga, once for all 

eallunga, altogether 

ierringa, angrily 

grundlunga, from the foundations 


§§ 178, 174 PREFIXES, 155 


173. The chief adverbs of place are: 


Rest Motion towards Motion from 
hér, here hider heonan 
hweer, where ? hwider hwgnan 
deer, there vider Sqnan 
inne, innan, within in(n) innan 
tite, titan, outside at titan 
uppe, uppan, wp, above ap 
ufan, above ufan 
neodan, beneath niver neodan 
foran, fore, before ford 
hindan, behind hinder hindan 
feorr(an), far, afar feor(r) feorran 
néah, near néan 

nord, north nordan 
sid, south sidan 

east, east éastan 
west, west westan 


II. PREFIXES. 
174. The following are the principal OE. prefixes, with selected 
examples. 


4-: (1) unstressed form of or-, away, and then merely intensive: 
afaran, to depart; arisan, to arise; abéodan, to order. 


(2) shortened from dwa, ever, ‘any-’: Ghwx#r, anywhere, everywhere 
($ 62). 

a-, weakened from on-: aweg, away; abitan, about. 

®-, a privative prefix, ‘without’: Zméd, discouraged ; Xswind, idle. 

zef, rare stressed form of of-, ‘off, from’: x&fweard, absent; x#fdgne, 
grudge. 

efter-, ‘after’: xfterboren, posthumous; xfterfylgend, follower. 

fg- (<*agi-), ‘every-’: Xghwer, everywhere (§ 62). 

zet-, ‘at, from’: xtwitan, to twit; xtsgmne, together; xtniman, to 
take away. 
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be-, unstressed form of b7-, ‘by, about’: 


(a) specialises the meanings of transitive verbs: besgttan, to beset; 
besécan, to beseech. . 


(6) makes intrans. verbs transitive: bescinan, to illuminate ; 
bertdan, to encompass. J 

(c) privative: bed&lan, belisan, ben®man, beniman, bescierian, 
besnydian, to deprive of. 


(d) without assignable force: bebéodan, to command ; besciifan, 
to shove. 


bi-, ‘by’ (see be-): bileofa, sustenance; bispell, example. 
ed-, ‘re-’: edléan, reward; edniwian, to renew. 


for-: (1) earlier unstressed form fer-, same origin as prep. for; 
denotes loss, destruction; intensifies; deteriorates ; negatives : 


fordon, to destroy forgiefan, to forgive 
forweordan, to perish forbeernan, to burn wp 
forwyrd, destruction fretan (<*for-etan), to devour 
forspillan, to destroy forséon, to despise 

forgan, to forgo forswerian, to swear falsely 
forgietan, to forget forbéodan, to forbid 


(2)=the prep. for: forstgndan, to defend ; forfaran, forrtdan, to 
intercept. 


fore-, ‘fore-’: forecwedan, to foretell; foredgne, forethought ; fore- 
mé&re, very great. 


ge-: (a) originally=together (L. cum), as in gefére, company; 
gefegan, to fit together (§ 62). 

(6) makes intrans. verbs transitive, often with the added notion 
of attainment, gain, success: gewinnan, to win, cp. winnan, to fight ; 
gexrnan, to gain by galloping, cp. enan, to gallop; gedscian, to learn 
by asking, hear of. 

(c) initial inflection of past participles: gebiden, geldcod. 


(d) very often without assignable meaning: gebéodan, to order ; 
gebedhiis, chapel. 


(e) gefaran, to die. 
in-, ‘in’: ¢ngeng, ingress; infyrdian, to invade. 
mid-!, ‘with’: midwyrhta, cooperator. 


1 Mid- frequently = ‘mid-,’ as in midniht, but can then hardly be 
regarded as a mere prefix, 
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mis-, ‘mis-’: mislimpan, to go wrong; misd#d, misdeed. 
n-, negative prefix: ns, is not; dn, none. 
of-, unstressed form of #/-, which it almost entirely displaced: 


(a) originally =off: ofspring, offspring; ofasléan, to smite off; 
oftéon, to withhold. 


(6) intensive: ofstingan, to stab (to death); oftorfian, to stone to 
death. 


(c) makes intrans. verbs trans., often specialising the meaning: 


ofsittan, to oppress offeallan, to fall wpon 
offaran, to overtake ofgyncan, to displease. 
, ofer-: (a)=over: oferstigan, to surmount; oferswidan, to over- 


power; oferspr&ce, loquacious. 


(>) with negative force: ofergietan, to forget; ofersittan, to 
abstain from. 


on (an)-; (1) unstressed form of gnd-, denotes reversal, change: 


onlican, to unlock onwindan, to unwind 

onhlidan, ontynan, to open onwendan, to change, upset 
(2)=the prep. ‘on’: 

onwinnan, to assadl onliehtan, to illuminate 

onsittan, to occupy onslepan, to fall asleep 

onzlan, to cgnite ongéan, against. 


(8) often without assignable meaning: onginnan, to begin. 
gnd (and)-, stressed form of on (Greek ari), back: gndwyrde, answer. 
or-, stressed form of d- (1); see § 104 N. 
ob-, ‘away’; odfeallan, to fall off ; odhealdan, to keep back, 
som (sam)-, ‘together’: sgmuwist, a living together. 
som (sim)-, ‘half’: sdmuis, stupid; sémworht, half-made. 
t6-: (1)=earlier ¢e-, L. dis-, ‘asunder’; tobregdan, toslitan, to tear 
to pieces; tofaran, toféran, to disperse. 
(2)=t6 (prep.) : togéanes, towards ; tocyme, arrival ; toweard, future. 
Surh-, ‘through’: 8urhtéon, to accomplish. 
un-: (a)=‘un-’: wnrot, sad; wnedd, unknown; ungewisses, un- 
consciously. 
(b) pejorative: untyder, evil progeny. 
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under-, ‘under’: wnderstgndan, to understand. 
won-, ‘un-’: wonhdl, unhealthy; wons&lig, unhappy. 


_ wid-, ‘with-, against’: widstondan, to withstand; widfeohtend, 
adversary. 


wider-, ‘against, re-’: widerflita, widerwinna, opponent, adversary ; 
widerstal, resistance. 


ymb (ymbe)-, ‘around’: ymbsittan, invest; ymbedgne, reflection. 


III. SUFFIXES. 


175. The principal OE. suffixes (except adverbial, see §§ 170—3) 
are here given in one list in alphabetical order. Some of the suffixes 
included existed also as independent words in OE., and might more 
correctly be regarded as forming compounds; but compounds pass into 
derivatives in the course of time, and it has been thought better to err, 
_ if at all, on the side of inclusion. 


-ad (03), noun masc., abstract: jiseas, fishing; huntod, hunting. 
-b&re, adj., ‘bearing’: westmbzre, fruitful; Justb%re, desirable. 
-cund, adj. denoting nature: godeund, divine ; heofoncund, heavenly. 


-d6m, ‘-dom,’ noun mase., usu. abstract : fréoddm, freedom ; l&cedém, 
medicine. 


-els, noun masc.: byrgels, tomb; récels, incense. 


-en (1), noun neut., sometimes dimin.: cliewen, sphere; cycen, 
chicken. 


-en (2), noun fem., often a person: gyden, goddess; byrgen, tomb. 
-en (3), adj. of material etc. : gylden, golden: A#¥en, heathen. 


-(e)nd, noun masc., agent: dgend, owner; Scieppend, Creator; 
fréond, friend. 


-ere, ‘-er,’ noun masc., agent: bdcere, scribe; jfiscere, fisher; yod- 
spellere, evangelist. 


-ern, noun neut., house’: horsern, stable; bldcern, lantern. 


-erne, ‘-ern,’ adj., local: nor¥erne, northern. 
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-estre, ‘-ster, noun fem., person: webbestre, spinster; witegestre, 
prophetess. 

-ettan, verb: (icetian, to feign. 

-feest, ‘-fast,’ adj.: stedefxst, steadfast ; scomfest, shamefast. 

-feald, ‘-fold,’ adj.: mgnigfeald, manifold ; dritigfeald, thirtyfold. 

-full, ‘-ful, adj.: cearfull, anxious; synnfull, guilty. 

-had, ‘-hood,’ noun masc., abstract : cildhdd, childhood : megdenhad, 
virginity. 

-ig, ‘-y,’ adj.: halig, holy; mddig, proud; welig, wealthy. 

-iht, adj.: heoruhdciht, savagely barbed; hréodiht, reedy. 


-ing, noun masc.; (a) patronymic: x¥eling, prince; Weselwulfing, 
son of Ethelwulf. 


(6) without assignable force : cerming, poor wretch ; hering, herring; 
seilling, shilling. 


-isc, ‘-ish,’ adj.: Hnglisc, English; wielisc, foreign; cildzsc, childish. 
-lac, ‘-lock,’ noun neut., abstract: feohtlac, fighting ; wedlac, wedlock. 
-lcan, verb: néal&can, to approach; dBristl%can, to embolden. 
-léas, ‘-less,’ adj.: giemeléas, heedless; réceléas, reckless. 


-lic, ‘-ly,’ adj.: godlic, goodly; wiflie, womanly; wndberendlic, in- 
tolerable; wngesewenlic, invisible. 


-liest (léast), ‘-lessness,’ noun fem., abstract: gzemeliest, negligence; 
sl&@pléast, sleeplessness. 


-ling, ‘-ling,’ noun masc., dimin., or denoting affection or contempt: 
déorling, darling; geongling, youth; hyrling, hireling. 

N.B. On becling, on hinderling, backwards. 

-m6d, ‘-minded,’ adj.: ga%méd, humble-minded. 

-nes, ‘-ness,” noun fem., abstract: godnes, goodness; forsewennes, 
contempt. 

-ol, adj.: sticol, rough ; swicol, deceitful. 

-rden, noun fem., abstract: m&grzden, relationship; gecwedrzden, 
agreement ; mgnrden, homage. 


-rice, ‘-ric,’ noun neut.: biscoprice, bishopric ; cynerice, kingdom. 
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-scipe, ‘-ship,’ noun masc., abstract: fréondscipe, friendship ; 
hwetscipe, boldness. 
-sian, verb : blétsian, to bless ; cl&nsian, to cleanse. 


-stafas, noun masc. pl, abstract: drstafas, favour ; facenstafas, 
treachery. 


-sum, ‘-some,’ adj.: wynsum, winsome ; lengsum, tedious. 
-tieme, adj.: hefigtieme, grievous ; Swéortieme, perverse. 


-O(u), ‘-th, noun fem., abstract: strengd(w), strength; fxhd, 
hostility. 


-u (preceded by mutated root-vowel), noun fem., abstract: Az#lu, 
health ; menigu, multitude. 


-ung (ing), ‘-ing,’ noun fem., abstract : blétsung, blessing ; miltsung, 
mercy. 


-weard, ‘-ward,’ adj., local and temporal: nordweard, northward: 
toweard, future. 


-wende, adj.: halwende, healthy ; hwilwende, transitory. 


-weord, wierde, ‘-worthy,’ adj.: drweord, venerable; ¢t&lwierde, 
blameworthy ; wnt#lwierde, blameless. 


-wis, adj.: rihtwis, righteous; wngescéadwis, unintelligent. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 


nm  j%=noun 
UV. - =verb 


adj. =adjective 


adv, =adverb 


part. = participle 


a-, 161 

abéodan, v., 174 
abréo8an, v., 73 

®, n., 30, 158 

cer, n., 11, 100 
gfen, n., 33 

efter, adv., 51 
eefterboren, adj., 174 
efterfylgend, adj., 174 
eefterra, num., 54 
sefSonc, n., 174 
efweard, adj., 174 
Bg, n., 25 

gghwa, pron., 62 
eehwer, adv., 174 
zghweder, pron., 62 
@zhwile, pron., 62 
zgder, pron., 62 

ght, n., 34 

ele, pron., 62 
elmesse, n., 40 
fmen, adj., 105 
mod, adj., 174 
nig, pron., 62 
zeppel, n., 11, 100 
gr, ®ror, Brost, adv., 53 
vrn, n., 137 

grra, wrest(a), adj., 51, 54 


WW, 


num. =numeral 
pron, = pronoun 
prep. =preposition 
conj. =conjunction 


arost, adv., 53 
gswind, adj., 174 
setniman, v., 174 
sztsomne, adv., 174 
setwitan, v., 174 
wdele, adj., 9, 121 
edeling, n., 175 
ASelwulfing, n., 175 
afaran, v., 174 
afierran, v., 83, 88, 125 
agan, v., 95, 110 
agen, adj., 41, 95 
agend, n., 38, 175 
agende, part., 48 
ahwa, pron., 62 
ahwer, adv., 174 
ahweer, pron., 62 
ahwile, pron., 62 

ald, see eald 

aliefan, v., 124 

an, num., 41, 54, 55, 110 
ana, adj., 41 

anunga, adv., 172 

ar, n., 26 

arisan, v., 69, 72, 174 
arstafas, n., 175 
arweord, adj., 175 
asce, n., 100 
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162 


assa, n., 100 
ator, n., 11 
atyhtan, v., 89 
awa, adv., 174 
aweg, adv., 174 
’ dwiergan, v., 89 
awiht, pron., 62 


ba, num., 55 (see bégen) 
bacan, v., 78 

on becling, adv., 175 
beernan, v., 64, 137, 167 
bed, n., 21 

béacen, n., 11 

beadu, n., 31, 134 
beald, adj., 123 

bealu, n., 31, 134, 137 
bearu, n., 31, 134, 137, 165 
béatan, v., 79, 111 
bebéodan, on 174 
bed@lan, v., 174 
befestan, v., 69, 89, 121 
bégen, nwm., 55 
begyrdan, v., 89 

behat, n., 20 

behelian, v., 85 

belgan, v., 74 

belidan, v., 174 
ben#man, v., 174 

benc, n., 34 

bend, n., 127 

beniman, v., 174 


béodan, v., 67, 69, 73, 104 
béon, v., 96, 140, 157, 163 
beorgan, v., 74 

beorht, adj., 125 

beornan, v., 64, 75, 187, 139 
béot, n., 157 

bepwc(e)an, v., 90 


beran, v., 67, 69, 70, 76, 100, 101, 


102, 105, 120, 140, 163 
beridan, v., 174 
berstan, v., 74, 137, 140, 167 
bescieran, v., 174 
besciifan, v., 174 
besécan, v., 174 
besencan, v., 89 
besettan, v., 174 
besnydian, v., 174 
bet, betost, adv., 53 
betera, betst, adj., 51 
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betweoh, betwih, prep., 162 
betweox, prep., 139 

bi, 161, 163 

bidan, v., 69, 72, 104 
biddan, v., 80, 98, 102, 120 
bieldu, n., 123, 163 
biernan, v., 140, 167 
bileofa, n., 132, 174 
bindan, v., 49, 75, 127 
birhtu, n., 125 

biscoprice, Ney 175 

bitan, v., 69,” 

bispell, n., 174 

blacern, ne, 175 

blec, adj., 44, 100 
blawan, v., 68, 69, 79, 122 
blétsian, v., 166, 175 
blétsung, n., 175 

blind, adj., 102 

blinnan, v., 75 

bliss, n., 166 

blide, adv., 170 

blielice, adv., 170 
blondan, v., 69, 79 

blotan, v., 79 


blowan, v., 68, 69, 79, 108, 128 


boc, n., 39, 

bécere, n., 175 

bonnan, v., 79 

brad, adj., 50 

brecan, v., 71, 76, 101 
bregdan, v., 74, 100, 160 
breng(e)an, "v., ‘90, 152, 163 
bréotan, v., 3 

bridel, n., 18, 163 
bringan, Ve, 90, 163 

broc, n., 39 

broden, part., 163 

brddor, n., 37, 98, 108, 128 
briican, v., 68, 73, 130 
bridon, 163 

bryd, n., 130, 163 

biian, biigean, v., 79, 158 
bucca, n., 103 

biigan, v., 73, 109, 135 
burg, n., 39, 104, 129, 169 
burna, n., 167 

biitan, prep., 158 
byog(e)an, v., 90, 129, 168 
bytlan, v., 88 

byrgels, n., 175 

byrgen, ”., 175 

bysen, n., 34 
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ceale, n., 137 

cealf, n., 25 

cearfull, adj., 175 

cearu, m., 134, 163 

ceaster, n., 11, 143, 145 

celf, n., 163 

cennan, v., 83, 88 

ceorfan, v., 74, 141 

céosan, v., 73, 111, 115, 145, 163, 169 

ciegan, v., 69, 83 

cierran, v., 83 

ciese, n., 163 

cild, n., 25 

cildhad, n., 175 

cildise, adj., 175 

cirice, n., 40 

el®ne, adv., 170 

cl@nsian, v., 175 

clawu, n., 105, 155 

cléofan, v., 73 

cliewen, n., 22, 175 

clif, n., 24 

clistor, n., 11 

clyppan, v., 83 

cnawan, v., 79 

enéo(w), n., 32, 147, 163 

eni(e)ht, n., 135 

enucian, v., 103 

enyssan, v., 85, 87, 89, 168 

comon, 163 

-condel, n., 33 

con(n), see cunnan 

corn, n., 103 - 

crawan, v., 79 

créopan, v., 68, 70, 73, 111, 112, 
126 

cu, n., 39 

cuma, n., 40 

cuman, v., 68, 76, 129, 150, 151, 
152, 163 

cunnan, v., 95, 149, 153 

cwealm, n., 123 

cweccan, v., 90 

ewelan, v., 64, 76 

ewellan, v., 64, 90 

cwén, n., 34, 128, 163 

ewene, n., 40, 150 

cwedan, v., 77, 169 

ewide, n., 34 

ewielman, v., 123 

cycen, n., 175 

cynerice, n., 175 

cynn, n., 13 


163 


cyssan, v., 83, 88, 163 
ceydan, v., 87, 88, 89, 130, 163 


dd, n., 34, 122 
deg, n., 16, 17, 100, 134, 163, 171 
deel, n., 21 

dwl, n., 122 

dwlan, v., 87 

déag, see dugan 
dear(r), see durran 
dead, n., 111 
delfan, v., 74 
déman, v., 128 
Dene, n., 34 

denu, n., 150 
déofol, n., 10 

déop, adj., 112 
déope, adv., 52, 170 
déoplic, adj., 170 
déoplice, adv., 170 
déor, n., 112 
déorling, n., 175 
derian, v., 85 
dierne, adj., 123 
dogor, n., 25 
dohtor, n., 37, 127 
dom, n., 108, 128 
don, v., 96, 152, 158 
dragan, v., 78 
drecc(e)an, v., 90 
drencan, v., 88 
dréogan, v., 73 
dréosan, v., 73 
drepan, v., 77 
drifan, v., 72 
drincan, v., 69, 70, 75, 98, 102, 104 
ary, 2s, 158) = 
dufan, v., 73 

dugan, v., 95, 111, 129 
[durran], v., 95, 129, 137 
duru, n., 36 

dynn, n., 13, 168 
dynnan, v., 85 
dyppan, v., 88 


éa, n., 30, 155, 163 
éac, adv., 111 

eafod, n., 134 

éage, n., 40 

eahta, num., 54, 137 
eahtoda, num., 54 
eald, adj., 50, 123, 137 
eall, adj., 43, 137, 171 
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ealles, adv., 171 
eallunga, adv., 172 
ealne weg, adv., 171 
ealu, n., 39, 134 
éare, n., 40, 111 
Yearm, adj., 137 
earnian, v., 137 
éast, adv., 51, 173 
Eastron, n., 40 
éade, adj., 50 
éade, adv., 53 
éadmettu, n., 166 
éadmod, adj., 175 
edléan, n., 174 
edniwian, v., 174 
efes, n., 127 
efnan, v., 88 
efstan, v., 127 
ege, n., 34 

éhtan, v., 128 

ele, n., 127 

elne, adv., 171 
endian, v., 91 
Engle, n., 34 
Englise, adj., 175 
éode, see gan 
eofor, n., 133 

eoh, n., 13, 158 
eom, see béon and wesan 
éorod, n., 159 
eorde, n., 40, 138 
éower, pron. and adj., 41, 56, 58 
€éowian, see iewan 
erian, v., 85 

ést, n., 34 

etan, v., 77 

eel, n., 10 


facen, n., 11 

facenstafas, n., 175 

fiicne, adv., 171 

fcne, adj., 43 

feeder, n., 37, 100 

feger, adj., 11, 50, 100 

fahd, n., 175 

fmne, n., 40 

feste, adv., 52 

festen, n., 33 

fot, n., 21, 100 

faran, v., 68, 69, 70, 78, 100, 107, 
121, 163 

féa, see feawe 

fealdan, v., 79 
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feallan, v., 79, 137 

fealu, adj., 45 

fearh, n., 19 

féawe, adj., 48, 147, 158, 163 

feax, n., 163 

fela, adj., 43 

feld, n., 36 

féog(e)an, v., 92 

feoh, n., 23, 138, 158 

feohtan, v., 69, 74, 125, 135, 137, 
138 

feohtlac, n., 175 

féolan, v., 18, 81, 156, 159, 163 

féond, fiond, n., 38, 126, 157 

feorh, n., 23, 159 

feorr, adj., 50, 125, 173 

feorr, adv., 53 

feorran, adv., 173 

ferian, v., 85 

fierd, n., 34 

fierr(a), fierrest, see feorr 

fierst, n., 125 

fif, num., 153, 163 

findan, v., 69, 75 

firen, n., 9, 27 

fisc, n., 102 

fiscad, n., 175 

fiscere, n., 175 

fléan, v., 81, 155 

fléogan, v., 72 

fléon, v., 81, 158 

fléotan, v., 72 

flocemelum, adv., 171 

fldwan, v., 79 

fodor, n., 11 

folgian, v., 93, 103 

fon, v., 49, 79, 81, 128, 152, 158, 
163 

foran, fore, adv., 173 

forbernan, v., 174 

forbéodan, v., 174 

ford, n., 36 : 

fordon, v., 174 

foreewedan, v., 174 

foremre, adj., 174 

foreSone, n., 174 

forfaran, v., 174 

forgan, v., 174 

forgiefan, v., 174 

forgietan, v., 174 

forieldan, v., 87 

forléosan, v., 69, 73 

forma, nwm., 51 
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forridan, v., 174 

forséon, v., 174 

forsewennes, n., 175 

forspillan, v., 174 

forstondan, v., 174 

forswerian, v., 174 

ford, adv., 51, 173 

forweordan, v., 174 

forwyrd, n., 174 

fot, n., 39 

freetwa, n., 32 

fréa, n., 40, 158 

fréene, adj., 43 

fremman, fremian, v., 64, 85, 127, 
168 

fréodom, n., 175 

fréog(e)an, v., 92 

fréond, friond, n., 38, 126, 157, 163, 
175 

fréondscipe, n., 34, 175 

fréosan, v., 73 

freodo, n., 132 

fretan, v., 77, 174 

fricgean, v., 80 

frignan, v., 74, 160 

from, adj., 127 

fugol, n., 11, 103 

fal, adj., 109 

full, adj., 13, 103, 129, 171 

furdor, adv., 103 

fas, adj., 103 

fylgean, v., 93 

fyllan, v., 69, 83, 87, 88, 89, 129 

fyr(e)st, fyrmest, num., 54 

fysan, v., 130 

fyst, n., 180 


gedeling, n., 121, 143 
gers, n., 137, 167 
gafol, n., 100 

galan, v., 78 

gan, v., 96, 158 

géa, adv., 142 
geernan, v., 174 

geald, sce gieldan 

géar, n., 142, 163 
géara, adv., 172 

gearu, adj., 45, 50, 137 
gearwe, adv., 52 
geascian, v., 174 

geat, n., 20, 134, 141, 143 
geatwa, n., 32 

gebed, n., 24 
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gebedda, n., 40 
gebedhis, n., 174 
gebéodan, v., 174 
gebyrian, v., 85 
gecwedraden, n., 175 
gecweman, v., 128 
gecadmédan, v., 89 
gefaran, v., 174 

geféa, n., 40 

gefegan, v., 174 
gefeoht, n., 135 

geféon, v., 81, 125, 156 
gefére, n., 174 

gefylce, n., 33 

gehwa, pron., 62 
gehweser, pron., 62 
gehwile, pron., 62 
geliefan, v., 124 
gelimpan, v., 75 
gemeecca, n., 40 
gemierce, n., 33 

gemon, gemunan, v., 95, 129, 149 
geneah, see [-nugan] 
generian, v., 64, 84, 118, 121, 169 
genesan, v., 77, 169 
genédan, v., 163 

genog, adv., 171 

géo, adv., 142, 163 
geoc, n., 142, 163 
geogud, n., 142 

geolu, adj., 45, 141 
géomor, adj., 142, 163 
geong, adj., 50, 129, 142, 163 
geongling, n., 175 
géotan, v., 73 

geresta, n., 40 

gerisan, v., 72 

gesceaft, n., 34 

geset, n., 24 

gesédan, v., 128 
gestréon, n., 126 
gesund, adj., 129 
gesweostor, n., 37 
gesynto, n., 129 
getréow, adj., 112, 126 
gedeaht, n., 34 
gewieldan, v., 123 
gewinnan, v., 174 
gewitan, v., 72 

giefan, v., 48, 77, 140, 143, 145, 163 
giefu, n., 26, 141 
gieldan, v., 74, 141, 143 
giellan, v., 74, 143 
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gielpan, v., 74 

giemeléas, adj., 175 
giemeliest, n., 29, 166, 175 
gierd, n., 26° 

gierwan, v., 84, 165 
‘giest, n., 123, 143, 163 
-gietan, v., 77, 140, 143, 145 
gifre, adj., 43 

gimm, n., 150 

gingra, gingest, sce geong 
git, see St 

gled, gledlic, adj., 44, 50, 170 
gleedlice, adv., 170 

gléaw, adj., 111 

gléd, n., 128 

gleng, n., 34 

glof, n., 26 

glowan, v., 128 

god, adj., 43, 47, 51, 108, 163 
godeund, adj., 175 
goddond, n., 38 

godlic, adj., 175 

godnes, n., 175 
godspellere, n., 175 

gold, n., 98, 103, 119, 163 
gongan, v., 79 

gos, n., 39, 128, 153, 163 
grafan, v., 78 

gréat, adj., 50 

gremian, gremman, v., 85 
gréne, adj., 9, 43 

gréotan, v., 73 

grétan, v., 69 

grimm, adj., 43 

gripan, v., 72 

growan, v., 79, 108, 128 
grund, m., 104 

grundlunga, adv., 172 

- guma, n., 40 

gyden, n., 129, 175 


gylden, adj., 43, 47, 98, 119, 129, 


175 


habban, v., 93, 100, 121 
heftan, v., 121 

heeled, n., 39 

hwl(u), m., 29, 175 
herfest, n., 10 

hering, n., 175 

heden, adj., 175 

hal, adj., 110, 163 
halig, adj., 43, 50, 175 
halignes, 7., 33 
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halwende, adj., 175 

ham, n., 16 

hamweardes, adv., 171 

hatan, v., 79, 110, 119 

hé, pron., 56, 58, 132, 140, 157, 
161, 163 

héafod, n., 9, 22, 111 

héah, adj., 46, 50, 111, 124, 158, 
159 

healdan, v., 68, 69, 79, 123, 137, 
156 

héalic, adj., 159 

heall, n., 13 

heard, heardlic, adj., 50, 170 

hearde, heardlice, adv., 52, 170 

hearpe, n., 40 

headu-, n., 134 

héawan, v., 68, 69, 79, 111, 124 

hebban, v., 80, 121, 168 

hefig, adj., 43, 118 

hefigtieme, adj., 175 

helan, v., 76 

hell, ~., 121, 137 

helm, n., 138 

helpan, v., 68, 69, 70, 74, 98, 101, 
102, 103, 104, 120, 137 

henn, n., 13 

heofon, ., 10, 12, 133 

heofoneund, adj., 175 

heonan, adv., 173 

heord, n., 125, 138 

heorot, n., 133 

heorte, n., 40 

heoru, ., 36 

heoruh6cibt, adj., 175 

hér, adv., 106, 163, 173 

here, n., 33 

herian, v., 85 

hider, adv., 173 

hiehd(u), v., 29 

hieran, v., 64, 163 

hierde, 7., 16, 120, 125, 163 

hindan, hinder, adv., 175 

hindema, adj., 51 

hladan, v., 78 

hlefdige, n., 40 

hlew, n., 31 

hléapan, v., 79, 124 

hliehhan, v., 80, 128, 168, 169 

hltitor, adj., 11, 170 

hlitre, adv., 170 

hlynnan, v., 85 

hnutu, x, 39 


oe 


INDEX. 167 
hof, n., 20 ielfe, n., 34 
holh, n., 23 ierming, n., 175 


hon, v., 79, 81, 152, 158 
hond, n., 36, 163 
hors, n., 167 

horsern, n., 175 

hra, n., 165 

hreddan, v., 168 
hréodiht, adj., 175 
hréoh, adj., 46 
hréosan, v., 73 

hréow, n., 112 
hreowan, v., 73, 112 
hrisian, hrissan, v., 85 
hrycg, n., 18, 33, 168 
hrySer, n., 25 


» bund, num., 55 
_hungor, n., 11, 104, 129 


huntad, n., 175 

hisl, n., 153, 163 

hwa, pron., 61, 62, 149, 161, 163 
hwel, n., 17, 100 

hwaer, adv., 173 
hwet, adj., 44, 50, 100 
hwet, pron., 61, 62 
hwetscipe, n., 175 
hweder, pron., 61, 62 
hwéne, adv., 171 
hweorfan, v., 74 
hwettan, v., 86, 87 
hwider, adv., 173 

hwile, adj.-pron., 41, 61, 62 
6a hwile (Se), adv., 171 
hwiltidum, adv., 171 
hwilum, adv., 171 
hwilwende, adj., 175 
hwon, adv., 171 
hwonan, adv., 173 
hwonne, adv., 149 
hwopan, v., 79 
hyeg(e)an, v., 93 

hyd, n., 34 

hydan, v., 87 

hyge, n., 34 

hyngran, v., 129 
hyrling, n., 175 

hyse, n., 33 


ic, pron., 56, 161, 163 
idel, adj., 43 
iecan, v., 88 
ielde, n., 34 
ieldu, n., 29 


iernan, v., 75, 140, 167 
ierringa, adv., 172 

ied, ieSra, iedest, see éade 
Iewan, v., 93 

ilea, adj., 41 

incer, pron. and adj., 41, 56, 58 
infyrdian, v., 174 

ingong, n., 174 

in(n), adv., 173 

innan, inne, adv., 51, 173 
isern, adj., 43 

iil, see géo 

iugud, iung, see geogud, geong 
Kent, 120 


lacan, v., 79, 110 

lace, n., 38, 122 

lacedém, n., 175 

ledan, v., 87, 89, 122 
lefan, v., 122 

l@ran, v., 122 

1@s, lw@st, adv., 53 

lxssa, last, adj., 51, 166 
let, adv., 51 

l@tan, v., 69, 79, 105, 106, 163 
lawan, v., 122, 163 

lagu, n., 36 

lar, n., 26 

ladian, v., 100 

laSung, n., 100 

léan, v., 81, 155 

lecc(e)an, v., 90 

lecgan, v., 64, 84, 121, 160, 163 
lemian, v., 85 

leng, lengra, lengest, 50, 53 
léo, n., 40 

léode, n., 34 

léogan, v., 73 

léoht, n., 112, 126 

léoht, adj., 139a 

léon, v., 81, 157 

leornian, v., 139 

leort, see l#tan 

lesan, v., 77 

lettan, v., 86 

libban, v., 93, 132 

licettan, v., 86, 175 

liegan, v., 64, 80, 105, 121, 160 
lieg, n., 124 

lieget, n., 83 

liehtan, v., 126 


Sm) 


168 


liexan, v., 88 
lif, n., 107 

lim, n., 24, 132 
linnan, v., 75 


_liss, m., 166 


lidan;. v., 72, 122 

locian, v., 91, 118 

lomb, n., 25 

lond, n., 149 

long, adj., 50, 115, 149, 170 
longe, adv., 53, 170 
longsum, adj., 175 

lican, v., 69, 73, 109, 130, 135, 163 
lufian, v., 64, 103, 118 

lufu, n., 103 

lungre, adv., 104 

lus, v., 39 - 

lustbire, adj., 175 

lutan, v., 73 

lyft, n., 34 

lytel, adj., 10, 171 


ma, ms, mast, adv., 53 
mad, n., 31, 165 
mazden, n., 22 

meg, see [magan] 
mg, %, 17, 105, 134 
megden, n., 160 
megdenhad, n., 175 
meeg(e)d, n., 39 
maeraden, n., 175 
mere, adj., 50, 122 
[magan], v., 95, 100, 137 
magu, 2., 3 

mara, mest, adj., 51 
madum, n., 1L 
mawan, v., 79 
mearh, n., 13, 19, 189 
mec, pron., 163 
méce, n., 33 

méd, n., 106 
meduma, adj., 51 
meltan, v., 74 
men(i)gu, n., 29, 175 
meodu, n., 36 

meole, n., 182 
meolean, v., 74, 138 
méowle, n., 147, 163 
mergen, n,, 127, 163 
metan, v., 77 

mete, n., 33, 121 
micel, adj., 9, 102 
miclum, adv., 171 
midwyrhta, n., 174 


INDEX. 


mi(e)ht, n., 34, 123, 135 
Mierce, n., 34 

miere, n., 40 

mierran, v., 83 

mihtig, adj., 135 
miltsung, n., 175 

min, pron. and adj., 41, 56, 58 
mioloc, n., 132 

miox, n., 163 

misdzd, n., 174 
mislimpan, v., 174 
midan, v., 69, 72 
modig, adj., 175 
moddor, n., 37 

mona, n., 152 

monad, n., 39, 152 
monig, adj., 9 
monigfeald, adj., 175 
monn, n., 39, 127, 149 
monrzden, n., 175 
morgen, n., 127 
[motan], v., 95, 108 
munt, n., 151 

munue, n., 151 
murnan, v., 74 

mus, n., 39 

mud, n., 153 


nabban, v., 98, 100 

nzdre, n., 40 

nwnig, adj.-pron., 62 

nes, v., 158 

netan, v., 89 

nahweder, pron., 62 

nan, adj.-pron., 62, 158 
na(u)ht, nawiht, pron., 62 
néah, adj., 50, 139a 

néah, néar, adv., 53, 155, 163, 173 
néalwc(e)an, v., 88, 159, 175 
nealles, adv., 171 

nearu, n., 32 

nearu, adj., 137 

nearwe, adv., 170 

néat, n., 124 

nemnan, v., 88, 89, 127 
néotan, v., 73 . 
neodan, nian, adv., 51, 132, 173 
nied, n., 34 

niedes, adv., 171 

niehst, see néah 

ni(e)ht, n., 39, 185 

nieten, n., 22, 124 

nihtes, adv,, 171 


INDEX. 169 


niman, v., 76, 150, 151, 152, 163 ped, n., 17 


niodor, adv., 132 pawa, n., 105 
nis, 174 peru, n., 40 
nidan, see neodan pinsian, v., 150 
nider, adv., 173 pleoh, x., 23 
noma, n., 127 pléon, v., 81, 156 
nord, adv., 51, 171, 173 pund, n., 151 
norderne, adj., 175 pyffan, v., 83 
nordweard(es), adv., 171, 175 pytt, n., 129 
nosu, n., 36 d 
nu, adv., 161 ra, n., 40, 158 
[-nugan], v., 95, 137 rec(e)an, v., 90 
nunne, n., 151 red, n., 105 
nyllan, v., 96, 158 redan, v., 79 
nytt, n., 13 yeden, n., 33 
nyt(t), adj., 43, 50 reran, v., 163 
réafian, v., 49 
ofasléan, v., 174 recc(e)an, v., 87, 90, 168 
ofer, prep., 103 réc(e)an, v., 90 
ofergietan, v., 174 réceléas, adj., 175 
oferhygd, n., 160, 163 récels, n., 175 
oferméttu, n., 29 rice, n., 9, 33 
ofersittan, v., 174 rice, adj., 50 
oferstigan, v., 174 ridan, v., 66 
oferswidan, v., 174 riht, n., 135 
offaran, v., 174 rihtwis, adj., 175 
offeallan, v., 174 rot, adj., 170 
ofost, n., 127 rotlice, adv., 170 
ofsittan, v., 174 rowan, v., 79 
ofstingan, v., 174 rum, adj., 109 
oftorfian, v., 174 rust, n., 103 
ofSyncan, v., 174 
Sht, n., 128, 152 sacan, v., 78 
Shweeser, pron., 62 sacu, f., 26 
dlecc(e)an, v., 88 sw, n., 16, 158, 165 
on, prep., 149 sgon, see seon 
ondettan, v., 88 seld, n., 29 
ondr#dan, -dreord, v., 79 salor, n., 25 
ondwyrdan, v., 88, 89 sar, n., 110 
dnettan, v., 86 sarettan, v., 86 
ongé(a)n, adv., 141, 160, 163 sawan, v., 79 
ongietan, see -gietan sawol, Jy. 27 (f) 
onginnan, v., 75 » sawon, see seon 
on(n), see unnan scadan, scéadan, v., 79, 144, 163 
onsteled, part., 90 sc(e)acan, v., 78, 144, 163 
Gret, n., 159 sceal, see sculan 
orlege, n., 104, 163 scéap, n., 143 
ormod, adj., 104 scéofan, see scifan 
orsorg, adj., 104 sceolon, see sculan 
ordone, n., 104 sceomu, n., 163 
Oder, adj.-pron., num., 10, 41, 54, 62,  scéop, see scieppan 
153 ’  gsceort, adj., 50 
oxa, n., 127 scéotan, v., 69, 73, 126, 145 


170 


sceddan, v., 80, 121, 168 

scieldan, v., 89 

scieppan, v., 80, 123, 141, 143, 144, 
163, 168 

Scieppend, n., 175 

scieran, v., 76, 143 

scilling, n., 175 

scinan, v., 48, 70, 72, 102, 107, 
110 

scip, n., 24 

scdg(e)an, v., 92 

scoh, n., 13 

scomfest, adj., 175 

scomu, n., 144 

scop, n., 103, 144, 163 

scotung, n., 28, 103 

seridan, v., 72 

serud, n., 39 

scifan, v., 73, 144, 163 

sculan, v., 95, 129, 148, 144, 145, 
163 

seyld, n., 34 

sé, pron., 59, 149, 157 

searu, n., 32, 137 

Seaxan, n., 137 

Seaxe, n., 34 

séc(e)an, v., 90, 108, 128, 163 

secg, v., 13, 33 

secg(e)an, v., 93, 121, 160, 163 

séft, see sdfte 

séfte, adj., 170 

seglan, v., 88 

sél, sélest, adv., 53 

self(a), adj.-pron.; 57, 138 

sellan, v., 90, 137 

sélra, sélla, sélest, adj., 51 

sendan, v., 88, 89, 127, 163 

- 8600, adj., 112 

seofon, num., 54, 133 

seolf, see self(a) 

seolfor, n., 132, 163 

seolh, n., 13, 19, 188, 159 

séon, v., 81, 105, 125, 185, 137, 138, 
147, 156, 163, 169 

séodan, v., 73, 112 

settan, v., 64, 69, 84, 87, 89, 121, 
168 

sibb, n., 13 

sierwan, v., 86 

si(e)x, mum., 135, 163 

sife, n., 20 

sigan, v., 72 

sige, n., 34 


INDEX. : 


sigor, n., 25 

sin, pron., 58 

sincan, v., 75 

siodu, n., 36, 132 
sittan, v., 64, 80, 102, 121 
sid, adv., 51 

810, n., 153 

sl#pan, v., 79, 105, 106 
sl@pléast, n., 175 
sleacnes, n., 134 

sléan, v., 81, 123, 135, 1387, 155, 169 
slege, n., 34 

slieht, n., 123 

slitan, v., 72 

slipan, v., 73 

smel, adj., 50 
sméag(e)an, v., 92 
sméde, adj., 128, 170 
smierwan, v., 86 
smdde, adv., 128, 153, 170 
snaw, n., 165 

snidvan, v., 72, 169 
softe, adv., 58, 153, 170 
somwist, n., 174 

sona, adv., 152, 172 
sond, n., 127 

800, sd¥lic, adj., 128, 153, 170 
sddlice, adv., 170 
spadu, n., 40 

spéd, n., 34 

sponan, v., 78 
sponnan, v., 79 
spowan, v., 79 

sprecan, v., 77 

spurnan, v., 74 
spyrian, v., 85 

stef, n., 17 

steppan, v., 80, 12s 
stan, n., 16, 110 
stadelian, v., 12 

stadol, n., 12 

stede, n., 34 

stedefeest, adj., 175 
stelan, v., 76 

stellan, v., 90 

stenc, n., 34 

stéor, n., 126 

steorfan, v., 74 

steorra, n., 138 

sticol, adj., 175 

stieran, v., 126 

stigan, v., 72, 110 
stillan, v., 83 


c— 
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stincan, v., 75 

stondan, v., 68, 69, 78, 127 
stow, n., 26 

stret, n., 105 
strecc(e)an, v., 90 
stregdan, v., 74 
strengd(u), m., 29, 175 
strengu, n., 29 
stréowian, v., 147 
strienan, v., 126 

strong, adj., 50, 127 
studu, n., 39 

stycce, n., 33 
styccemelum, adv., 171 
styrian, v., 85 

sugu, 7., 103 

sum, adj., 55 

sumor, n., 36 
Sumorsa@te, n., 34 
sunne, n., 40 

sunu, n., 36, 104, 163 
sud, adv., 51, 173 
sudan, adv., 173 
stderne, adj., 43 

swa, adv., 161 

swed, n., 21 

swapan, v., 79, 110 
swebban, v., 84 

swég, n., 128 

swelc, swilc, adj.-pron., 41, 62 
swelgan, v., 74 

swellan, v., 74 

sweltan, v., 74 

Swéon, 7., 40 

sweord, n., 146, 163 
sweostor, n., 37, 133, 146, 163 
sweotol, swiotul, adj., 132 
sweotollice, adv., 170 
swerian, v., 80, 121, 163 
swete, adj., 128, 170 
swican, v., 72 

swicol, adj., 175 

swilc, sce swelc 
swimman, v., 75 

swid, adj., 153 

swide, adv., 170 

swogan, v., 79, 108, 128 
swote, adv., 108, 128, 170 
swutol, adj., 146 

synn, n., 13 

synnfull, adj., 175 


ta, m., 40, 158 


=a 
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tacen, n., 11, 22 

t@c(e)an, v., 90 

t@lan, v., 89 

telwierdSe, adj., 175 

talu, n., 121 

tawian, v., 105 

téar, n., 155 

tela, adv., 172 

tellan, v., 90, 121, 137, 168 

Temes, n., 120 

temian, v., 85, 127 

temp(e)l, m., 11, 150 

téogan, v., 92 

teohhian, v,, 139 

teon, v., 81, 157 

téon, v., 81, 135, 158, 163 

téoda, num., 156 

teran, v., 76 

tid, n., 34 

til, adj., 43 

timbran, v., 88 

tiolian, v., 132 

tidian, v., 160 

tobredan, v., 89 

tobregdan, v., 174 

todag, adv., 16 

tofaran, v., 174 

togéanes, adv., 174 

tom, adj., 127 

tomiddes, adv., 171 

tomorgen, adv., 16 

torinnan, v., 75 

toslitan, v., 174 9 

t5B, %, 39, 153 2m) 

toweard, adj., 174, 175 

tref, n., 21 

tredan, v., 69, 70, 77, 100, 101, 
120 

tréow, n., 31, 147, 165 

trymian, trymman, v., 48, 85 

tu, see twégen 

tun, n., 109 

tunge, 7., 40 

tungol, n., 22 

turf, n., 39 

tuwa, adv., 172 

twégen, twa, tu, num., 55, 165 

twéo, n., 40, 156 

twéogan, v., 92 


Sar, adv., 178 
Sette, conj., 166 
Se, pron., 60 


105, 
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Séah, conj., 111, 135 iit, tite, titan, adv., 51, 173 
Searf, see Surfan 

Secc(e)an, v., 90. weecnan, v., 78 

Segn, n., 160 wepen, n., 11, 22, 105 
Senc(e)an, v., 90, 152 westmbere, adj., 175 
Senian, Sennan, v., 85 wat, v., 95, 110 

Séod, n., 112 wea, n., 40 

Séon, Sion, v., 81, 157, 163 Wéealas, n., 163 

Séo(w), n., 31, 147 wealcan, v., 79 

Serscan, v., 74, 137, 167 weald, n., 36 

Ses, pron., 59, 165 wealdan, v., 79 

Siegan, v., 80 Wealh, n., 19, 137, 159 
Sider, adv., 173 weall, n., 13 

Sin, pron. and adj., 41, 56, 58 weallan, v., 79 

Sonan, adv., 173 weaxan, v., 78, 79, 123, 137 
Sonces, adv., 171 webbestere, n., 175 

donne, adv., 149 wecc(e)an, v., 87, 90 
Sréagan, v., 92 wecg, n., 33 

Orie, Sréo, num., 55, 157 wecgan, v., 86 

Sristl@can, v., 175 wedlac, n., 175 

Sritigfeald, adj., 175 wegan, v., 77 

Sriwa, adv., 172 wel, adv., 53 

Srotu, n., 40 welig, adj., 175 

Srycc(e)an, v., 83, 88 wemman, v., 83 

6a, pron., 56, 161, 163 wen, n., 34 

Surfan, v., 95, 137 wenan, v., 83, 87 
Surhtéon, v., 174 wendan, v., 87 

Susend, nwm., 55 wennan, wenian, v., 83, 85, 168 
Swéal, n., 159 wéofod (wéoh), n., 139a 
Owean, v., 81, 155 weola, n., 133 

Sweorh, adj., 46 weore, n., 163 

Swéortieme, adj., 175 weorpan, v., 74, 138 
Oyne(e)an, y., 90, 106 weord, m., 125 

SFrel, n., 163 weorvdan, v., 63, 68, (4) 125, 137 


weordian, v., 69 
weordig, m., 146 


ufan, adv., 51, 103, 173 wépan, v., 80, 128 

. unaberendlic, adj., 175 werian, v., 85 
uncer, pron. and adj., 41, 56, 58 werod, n., 133 
uncud, adj., 174 wesan, v., 77, 96, 163, 169 
understondan, v., 174 west, westan, adv., 51, 173 
underdiedan, v., 89 wice, n., 40 
ungescéadwis, adj., 175 wide, adv., 170 
ungesewendlic, adj., 175 wielisc, adj., 118, 159, 1638, 175 
ungewealdes, adv., 171 wielwan, v., 86 
ungewisses, adv., 174 wiers, wierrest, adv., 53 
unnan, v., 95, 149, 153 wiersa, wier(re)st, adj., 51 
unrot, adj., 174 wierde, adj., 125 
untwlwierde, adj., 175 willic, adj., 175 
untyder, n., 174 wildor, n., 25 
up, uppe, uppan, adv., 173 willan, v., 96 
tipweard, adv., 171 wine, n., 34 
tire, pron. and adj., 41, 56, 58 winnan, v., 69, 75, 102 


user, pron. and adj., 56, 58 winter, n., 36 
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Wioht, n., 139 

wi(o)ta, n., 132 

wis, adj., 107, 163 
wisian, v., 107 

wist, n., 34 

wit, see ic 

witan, v., 95, 110 

wite, n., 20 

witegestre, n., 175 
widerflita, n., 174 
widerstal, n., 174 
widerwinna, n., 174 
widfeohtend, n., 174 
widstondan, v., 174 
wlencu, n., 34 

woh, adj., 46, 152, 158, 159 
wolcen, n., 103 

wonhal, adj., 174 
wonselig, adj., 174 

word, n., 20 ~— notes 
world, %, 34, 133, 146 ff 5) 
wracu, f., 26 

wrecan, v., 77 

wréon, wrion, v., 81, 157 
wredian, v., 85 

wri(e)xl, n., 135 

writan, v., 63, 72 
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wridan, ¥., 72 
wroht, n., 108 
wucu, n., 40 


wudu, n., 86, 146, 163 


wuduwe, n., 146 
wuht, n., 146 


wulf, n., 103, 129, 163 


wull, n., 103 
wund, n., 26 
wundor, n., 11, 22 
wundrum, adv., 171 
wunian, v., 151 
wylf, n., 26 
wylfen, n., 129 
wynn, n., 34 
wynsum, adj., 175 
wyre(e)an, v., 90 
wyrd, n., 34 

wyrht, n., 34 
wyscan, v., 119, 130 


yfel, adj., 10, 43 
ymbedone, n., 174 
ymbsittan, v., 174 
yppan, v., 83 
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